March 30, 1978

Dear Sisters,

I'm sending along materials from the child custody
picket we initiated in front of the Family Courts in San Francisco.
The event was really exciting and we made lots of good contacts
with individual women and organizations. At the time of the
picket, and since then, we've been getting quite a bit of radio
interviews. Through the event and other work we've been doing
in the Bay Area, we are getting to be recognized as a reference
point for child custody.

Please note our change of address:

P.0. Box 14512
San Francisco, CA 94114

Looking forward to seeirng some of you in L.A. at the
regional conference (and hearing about everyone else).

Love and power
‘/’)n, . /ﬂ
Cincarwe (L2 1S

S.F. Wages for Housework

¢



Lesbians fight for custody of children

By Miriam Abrams

At the International
Women’s Year conference in
Houston last November, the
growing power of the Lesbian
Movement surfaced. Thousands
cf women supported the Sexual
Preference, Welfare and Disabled
Women's resolutions which
demanded custody of our
children and the money to have
and keep them. Although we
won many victories in Houston,
we are continuing to pressure the
government, to carry through on
these resolutions.

On March 3, at 11:30 a.m.,
Lesbians for Wages for
Housework organized a child
custody picket and street theater
at San Francisco City Hall — the
site of the family courts. We in-
tensified our fight to end the kid-
napping of our children. Joining
with other women who have also
been categorized as ‘‘unfit
mothers,”’ we demanded
custody of our children from the
courts and pay for the work we
do in the home. By doing so, we

are fighting for the power both to
keep our children and to provide
them with decent lives.

As lesbian women, we are
continuing to fight one of the
heaviest counter-attacks launch-
ed against any section of the
population. The cornerstone of
this attack is the government’s
attempt to separate us from
children in all areas of our lives.
The Save Our Children cam-
paign and the Briggs initiative,
which will make it illegal for any
person who is gay or who sup-
ports gay rights to be employed
by a school in California, are part
of this attempt. To drive us fur-
ther into poverty, to cut us off
from our own children is to at-
tack our fight for independence.

There is nothing more painful
than to see our children snatched
away from us by the family
courts, social workers, the police
or other government agencies.
This fear of losing our children
after we have invested our lives
in raising them is so great that
most women don’t even con-

sisder being lovers with a
woman. And many of us who are
openly lesbian have sacrificed the
possibility of having children.
We cannot face the thought of
being forced to give them up or
having to spend our lives strug-
gling to give them what they
need.

The attack from the govern-
ment comes now in an effort to
stop the massive and growing
numbers of women who are
‘‘coming out” as lesbians. Les-
bians are fighting to be indepen-
dent from men, attacking head-
on the ‘‘natural’’ role of women.
Women are supposed to work in-
side the home, making sure our
husbands, lovers and children are
able to keep working outside the
home. This is the basis of the
family.

Women are to be ‘‘fulfilled”’
by putting a man’s needs above
our own, content with being
‘‘paid’’ room and board and the
possibility of a little ‘love.”” The
ability of government and

business to make profits depends

on keeping women doing this
work. In refusing to sleep with
and look after men, we lesbians
directly threaten the family. And
it is through this institution that
everyone is kept working.
Women internationally are
demanding to live our lives as we
choose, 2nd not be dependent on
men. We are refusing to be the
unpaid nurturers of the world.
Initiatives like Briggs’ are
bent at cutting lesbian women off
from the little access we do have
to our survival money. This in-
itiative will make it impossible
for lesbians to work with
children, and these jobs are the
source of many women’s pay. A
move like this, which cuts us off
from paid jobs, makes it more dif-
ficult for us to provide our
children with decent lives or to
have and keep our children at all.
Those of us who are the least
vulnerable to these attacks must
be the most visible in confronting
the government’s plans. This is
particularly important when we
concentrate on the issues of

custody.

It is true that lesbian mothers
who have made their cases public
have given many other lesbians a
great deal of power in our fight to
be with children. But publicity
on a specific custody battle is
often detrimental to the mother’s
case.

As lesbians, with and without
children, we are fighting for the
power to be with children in any
situation we choose. We are
picketing for every woman to be
able to be independent of men
without the fear that our children
will be snatched away from us.
We must demand from the
courts what is in the ‘‘best in-
terests of the children’’...and the
mothers.

For further information:

Lesbians for
Housework

PO Box 14512
San Francisco, Ca. 94114
(415) 282-1326
(415) 681-4667

Wages for
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By Vivian Massingale
Since January of this year,
members of-thé Western Re-
gional Steering Committee on
Welfare Reform have been

- trying to meet to discuss
. changes and legislation con-

cerning welfare practices.
Each meeting has always
been scheduled complete with
designated delegates and then
has been canceled. ‘‘They
don't want anything to come
out of these steering com-
mittees, because they have
already decided what they're
doing to do,”" said Lavinia
Smith

Lavinia is a founding mem-
ber of Black Women for Wages
for Housework {(in Los
Angeles) and she is one of
three West Coast delegates
who have continually shifted
their schedules to attend meet-

-ings that never seem to occur.

One of the changes the
committee wants to enforce is
the abolition of Aid to Families
with Dependent Children so
tnat it is recognized as a wage
instead of a handout. The

commitiee wants big busi-_

nesses to be taxed to pay
wages to housewives. But it
seems as -if none of these
changes are going to come
about. Three meetings have
been scheduled and canceled,

and one telephone conference ~

(2 hook-up among-all the
delegates) excluded Lavinia
and the one other Black

- delegate, Ron Washington

from Oakland. s

~ The last meeting was to have

been held at the New College
of Law in San Francisco. After
the meeting was canceled,
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Lavinia Smith: “‘We see the white women holding on in the
mainstream, and they want us to help them. | tell them, ~‘We’ll
fish you out of the water H you help us reroute the river.’ "

never did- ring.-

“It is clearly a Black white --
thing. This is.similar to what

- happened to us at a meetmg in

Washington. But any Steering- .

committee that does not recog-
nize minority input is no
steering committee for -the
people.”

The goal also seems to be
" changing from one of securing

wages for housework to procur-

ing jobs. *'It was agreed upon
by everyone that income was

the factor, and not jobs,"* said

Lavinia. **But now they want to
jam for jobs. They don't care
about weliare recipients.”

Black Women for Wages for .

delegates were asked to stay = Housework is also concerned

by their phones for a telephone

" conference. Lavinia and Ron

were not called. The message
came later that neither of them
were home when called, but
Lavnma says they both stayed
by their phones and the phones

about custody of children.
While she was in the Bay Area,

Lavinia spoké at a rally that

was held at City Hall in San
Francisco for women who are
fighting through the courts to
gain custody of their children.

Angela Davis will attend two
screenings of ‘‘Angela Davis
(L’Enchainement)” on Fri.,
March 10, at 7:30 and 9:30
p.m., at the Pacific Film Arch-
ive in Wheeler Auditorium,
U.C.-Berkeley, and will bs
available for questions afier
“each screening. Also attending
will be the film’s director,
Jean-Daniel Simon, who will
also answer questions about
the fllm. Admission is $2.50.

14

_The women who have thei

children taken away from them
_may be disabled, living or
““Welfare,” or homosexuals shar-
ing life with other women. -
.A .statement from the
LABWWH said, “‘To Black
women, custody has always
been a matter of who has the
money. In analysis, we see not
only lesbians, “prostitute wo-
men, welfare mothers, ex-of-
fender women, disabled wo-
-men, but all women involved in

“a custody battle. We will most

certainly lose unless we stand
together as women to fight for

_ allwomen. it is also clear to us,

as Black women,. that. this -is
not only a custody battle for
our children, but for our own
independence as well."'
Lavinia also commented,
*‘Women have no power unless
we are coming from a power
base, and I'm a token'as long
as that base is powerless."’



Not to have to stay with men
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CHORUS : Don't take .away
Don't ‘snatch our children
How can you know the mother's pain
As you kidnap them away
Don't take away
= Don't snatch our children
We fight for them from the day they're born
And we'll fight for them to stay.
I. We fight as leshian mothers III. Well, we all might seem so diff

rent

Not to have to tend their every need But our fight is still the same

Or work at home night and day To have the money so we can '1live

But between our lovers and children Independent of the man.

We're told we have to choose And for this they take our chilc

Through courts and through . our poverty ren

Our children are abused. And they tell the rest of you
Not to make the fight as we hawe

CHORUS done
But we know you're fighting, toc
II,Well you know to live on welfare - - CHORUS -

Is ‘a struggle eyery:day ..

To get enough to ‘live on ...

And to make the government pay.

Well you know they give us peanuts

For the work all women do:

But we're fighting for more.on every .score

So they're taklng our kids,' ‘too,



~ STOP THE KIDNAPPING!

COME TO A CHILD CUSTODY PICKET .
March 3, 11:30 A.M. in front of S.F. Family Courts, City Hall, Polk St,

Lesbians for Wages for Housework is calling for a picket in front of the family courts to expose the kidnapping
of our children and the child abuse that results from many court decisions. We are protesting the fact that more
and more women — lesbian and straight — are losing custody of their children to husbands, relatives, and the
Welfare Department. For most women, loss of custody happens outside the courtroom because we cannot
afford to enter the courts and fight a lengthy and costly battle. Rejecting the label ‘‘unfit,’”’ lesbian women,
disabled women, prostitute women, women on, welfare and others are protesting the denial of custody and
demanding the right and the money to have and keep our children.

This picket is built on the strength of recent victories by women in the Bay Area who have won court custody
cases. For lesbians, the possibility of having children has grown brighter and our strength to fight a custody
order is greater. But lesbians are experiencing a heavy counterattack in an attempt by the government to push
us back in the home, taking care of men’s needs for free. In massive numbers, all women are refusing this
unpaid housework, rejecting the conventional definition of what is ‘‘natural’’ and ‘‘feminine.’’ Because of this
rebellion, the courts and other government agencies are snatching our children away from us, breaking the
chain of our struggle. The proposed Briggs Initiative, one that would ban gay teachers and schoolworkers and
their supporters from California schools, is another witchhunt for all wornen that are rebelling.

In the face of these attacks, thousands of women at International Women’s Year conference in Houston
expressed through the passage of welfare, disabled and sexual preference resolutions our determination to
have custody rights of our children and the money to raise them. We demand that the courts respect the
decisions made by that body.

WE DEMAND! B

| WE REFUSE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN OUR LESBIANISM AND OUR CHILDREN.

Our sexuality should not be a criterion in the courtroom for judging our fitness as a parent. Every

women wants to be able to make sexual choices and those choices should have no bearing on the
| determination of custody.

| HANDS OFF OUR CHILDREN!

No custody judgment is ever final. We can lose custody at any time, particularly if we are labelled
ki lesbian, disabled, prostitute, on welfare, or considered ‘‘unfit’’ for any other reason. Custody should not
be denied because of our poverty or the lack of a ‘‘stable’’ relationship with a man.

INCOME SHOULD NOT BE A CRITERION IN COURT FOR A CUSTODY DECISION.

I The determination of the ‘‘most fit parent’’ is often based on who can provide the most financially.
il Until the government guarantees women money for our work in the home beyond present welfare levels,
W we cannot compete with men in the courts. (Women earn $.57 for every $1.00 a man makes)

l NO CUTS IN OUR WELFARE MONEY — MORE BUCKS!

| For many lesbians and other women who aren’t depending on a man’s income, welfare is all we’ve got
lto have and raise our children. Our present welfare checks are unfit for us and our children, yet Carter’s
1 welfare reform plan will mean even less money and more work inside and outside the home. Without that
money, more of us will be forced to give up our children to the welfare department or to become sterilized.
i Led by black women, we have fought for our welfare wage so we can choose how we want to live —to be
Wil lesbian or straight, to live with men, alone, or with other women, and to have the children we want.

NO SAY IS NO WAY FOR OUR CHILDREN.
[ Our children rarely have a voice in custody rulings, and their choices remain limited because our
Ipoverty and lack of power restricts what we have to offer them. We need quality time to spend with our(}
{children, and money to provide for their needs. In fighting for the power to have more choices in our lives,

Endorsed by: Black Women for Wages for Housework (USA), COYOTE, California Welfare Action,
Linda Gill Defense Committee, Northern California Committee Against the Briggs Initiative.

San Francisco Wages for Housework/Lesbians for Wages for Housework
2| P.O. Box 14512, San Francisco, Ca, 94114
K, 282-1326 or 681-4667

‘I;Ieép allb;vomen gain custody of their children. Make checks payable to ‘‘Wages for Housework.’’ All donations are tax-
eductible.



CUSTODY—A BLACK WOMEN’S ISSUE

To black women, custody has always been a matter of who has the money. In analysis, we see not only
lesbians, prostitute women, welfare mothers, ex-offender women, disabled women, but all women involved in a
custody battle. We will most certainly lose unless we stand together as women to fight for all women. It is also
clear to us as black women that this is not only a custody battle for our children, but for our own independence
as well.

What all black women really have in common is the revolutionary aspects of their behavior as it relates to
the economic powerlessness associated with being not only black, but also women. Black lesbians, in our
refusal to service men, refuse also to tender capital’s control over our uteruses and further serve as an example
to other women of actual separation of sexuality and power. Capital has risen to destroy this independence. And
since black lesbians have even less access to a man’s wage than other women, we are particularly vulnerable to
harrassment and being abused by the legal system.

Prostitute women, on the other hand, set the market price for sex. That is to say that we bring the functions
of a woman out of the abstract and into the concrete. It is not hard to understand, therefore, why WASP male,
corporate America cannot tolerate this, for it is truly revolutionary.

Black women on welfare are revolutionaries when we go down to the welfare office and demand the money
that is due us for the work done for free by other women, giving us the right to walk out on unwanted marriages
where we are battered and abused.

But we women lose custody also. We lose custody of ourselves when we are forced to sign forms giving our
children social security numbers and marking them for life. We lose custody of ourselves when we are forced to
spend hours in the welfare office without compensation for time spent or expenses incurred in getting there.
Black women lose custody when we are forced to fill out paternity affidavits. We black women lose custody
when we are forced into low-paid, non-creative jobs outside the home, leaving our children vulnerable to police
harrassment, surrogate abuse, and feelings of low self-esteem. For these efforts of independence, capital has
risen to take custody of our children.

Disabled women show one side of the coin, where through our poverty, we are unable to care totally for our
children because we cannot afford to pay for the simple services that are our right. Through denial of our rights,
disabled women are used to tell all other women that they dare not get sick or complain. But by fighting for
custody for disabled women, all other women sign their own insurance policies.

We black women know the totality of the custody issue, and we realize through our experience that we
cannot just look the other way. Unless we struggle along with our sisters for all women, we can never be free
ourselves.

Custody is not exclusively a mother-child issue. Custody is taken from us at birth with the assignment of
social security numbers by the welfare department. Custody is taken by the schools through directing children
into capital machinery. The courts take custody through juvenile and adult ‘“justice’> system. The military and
the traditional institution of marriage are all ways in which the state takes custody of our lives. Therefore,
unless we black women are free to raise our children independently, our children will grow into adults who will,
like ourselves, never gain custody of themselves. So for ourselves and our children, we must come together
with other women, too.

— In struggle,
Los Angeles Black Women for Wages for Housework




Specclh glven at Child Custedy Picket - S.F March 3, 1978 - by Maureen Raff

Not only do I ask "Who is fit to judge? but who should be Judeed,
Today, we Jjudge the famlly courts in contempt of decisions made 2t
the IWY conference in Houston and we charse the family courte with
kldnapplineg 2and abusing our childrer, We've all heard ahout the
Chowchila kidnapping In vivid detall but who's heard ahout the fact
that more and more women are losine thelr children every day.

That 1s why we are here today.

Lesblans for Wages for Housework has called for this picket to
expose not only what 1is happelng to lesblan mothers in the family
courts but to all mothers, and not otly in the courtrocm but outdide
but outside of 1t, and not just in San Francisce but 211 over the
world.,

What's happening inside the courtroom is that more and more of
us are helng branded unflt--lesblan mcthers, disabled mothers,
welfare mothers, prostitute mothers, women incarcerated in jalls and
In psychiatric hospltals, and many many others, Our husbands, our
relatives and evenkh the Welfare Dept. are all judged the better
parent if we commitlthe crime of fichting for indepvendence--for scme
time and money of our won. If we 1msist on the right to love who
we want, or if we filght to get some money for the work that 511 womren
do, or If we refuse to do the Job we've been taught 1is our natursl
role our children are snatched from us,

The Judges are now using income to determine the most fit parent
and that means we are automatically disqualified. Not only do men
have more money, but the judge hanks on him, the man, gettine a new
wife, who'll do the work for free and discipline the children in a
traditionel family setting,

Outside the courtroom our situation is just as had. The covt,
1s punishing us for our rebellion bvforcibly separatine uvs from our
children in every way possible, Thinegs like cuts in Vecieal meney
for abortions means that more and more of us will be forced to
go to the sterilization clinlcs, Did you know that Planned Parenthood
has already shifted much of their funding frem abortions and into
sterilizations,

ert

And then there's Carter's VWelfare Refurm which, sixpixft simplifyine

hundreds of pages 6f fine print means, more work and less money, It
w11l force women whose children are over € to take jobs 2t minimum
wage, That in effect takes cur children away since we won't have
-any time to spend with them,

If we refuse to work outside the home, in addition tc our unpaid
work in our homes, our welfare checks will be chopped down to nothing
and we won't be able to keep our %children.

So 1t's not just throughthe courtroom rulings but throuesh the
atortion, welfare, and soclal service cutbacks that we are heine
denled our children or the possibility of ever havinelthem,

kxshtansxmxuxxxugkxxtnxxkxxﬁstxwfxthts



2-2-2-2

Lesbians arer X csught in the Jjaws of tils. We would 1ike *n
erpnss Bhe fact Lhat Lhoxe of uy ) can be here today or fkix
tkrxExmx that weee here on Gay Pride Day--are only the tip of
the iceberg, There are millions of lesblans that cannot "afford
to be here And that is Fx because just by showing our faces we can
risk losing alot -- ¥ our paid Jjobs, our welfare kX checks, our
homes, and our family ties. And the hardest loss we suffer is the
loss of our children. All thx these threats have really kept us
invisible. Many lesbian mothers are here knowing that our children
could be ripped off at a moments notice, Just knowing that today
we can have them and tomorrow we may not is a powerful club in the
hands of the government, We have been forced to stay in marriages
we hate wbecause we can’t leave with our children. What this
weapon does is really counter what lesbians are doing--we're refusing
to sleep with men and take care of their every need, It keeps us
hard at work doing what's supposed to come naturally.

The Briggs initiative is another child abuser. It’s a proposed
state ballot measure that would ban all gay teachers, schooloworkers
and theilr supporters from the schools, What it really is, is another

witchhunt for all of women who are rebelling
It's really easy to see how the govt., could use this to get rid

of those of us who argue or criticize, women that don't smile enough
mothers that don't live with a man. And everyone knows that it's women
who are in the schools because that has always been part of our h=
housework., We depend on those jobs, with thelr measly pay to survive
and raise our children or xmidxExmExxx raise our hopes of having
children. In addition to soparating us from zkid =k¥ children on

our paid jobs, the Briggs Initiative 1s another attempt to deny us

the possibility of having our own children by cutting us off from

our money.

0.K. and then there's Governor Brown who tells us to lower our
expectations; what he's really trying to tell us is to go back to
what's always been expected of usj and we know what that means.

With less money there will be less lesbians. We'll barely have any
time to spend with our lovers, friends, or ouw children after we

figure out how to make $1.00 stretch 80 ways. We are already

having to be more closedted on our jobs as they become scarcer and
shakier. Without enough welfare money and soclal services, we'll

be stuck in marriages or unable to support the children we do have,
With less money, particularly the cuts in welfare, disabled lesbians
will be unable to live independently of men and institutions and unable
to have the children we want, #Amrdxt¥xkimx

And tightening our belts, as Carter puts it , means we'll be
further closeted in the gay movement. Lesblans won’t have a voice
of our own if we are forced to depend on the gay men that have some
momey.

Personally, and I know, I speak for many other lesbians, my
children were stolen from me before I ever gave birth! What I
thought was my desire not to have children was Jjust the stance I
took, knowing what an impossibility it was, I didn't let myself
want children., It just never seemett like an option. Just gm another
price you pay for being a lesbian, And that's because with barely

enough money to keep me goin and all t
look%ng for anotherpmout% togfeed. 1 FuekuoTIGHL tna siidolin gl ATk EEieY
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But this is not to say that the word isn’t getting out. The WORD

IS GETTING OUT and our power is building. Our imvisibility and ix
isolation are coming to an end because ‘we, along with all women, are
determined to lead our lives as we chéose, I've emen stared thinking
about having a baby.

Being here today is a real show of strength, In the past I
have come here to stop the harassment &n the few bars we are allowed
in or to demand a new law on the books that never seems to change
our lives much--But today we are not here to demand just a few crumbs,
but the whole bakery. We are here not only to defen on of us in
our custody struggle but to fight for custody for all of us -- custody
to ourselves and to our children. Too often the lesblan mother who
has had to be public in her fight has risked sacrificing her children.,
We're here to put an end to sacrificing.

Thousands of lesblans Jjoined with thousands of other women at
IWY in Houston and passed resolutions that demanded custody rights
to our children and them money to raise them and today we are here
to see that the courts respect the decisions made there. Even the
attacks leveled against us; the Save Our Children Campaign and the
Briggs Initiative, are a measure of the threat we pose and an index
of the power we have built, They know we are teaching our kids not
to be satisfied with Emx crubbs either, :

On our side of the score sheet, more and more mothers are trying
to come out as lesbians without losing our children and are fighting
openly for both, We are taking the money we've won, entering the
courtrooms, and in some cases winning our children. Recently we
have celebrated several cases in -the Bay Area in which lesblan
mo thers have won their children.

Another recorded victory -- recently, the straight press got
hold of the fact that we are using artificial insemination to have
the children we want, Of course, they got the news a little late,
we've been doing it for ten years. Now the government is trying to
restrict artificial insemination to legfally married women, Be we
refuse to live in childless ghettos and we, along wilth all other
women, are gonna kKeep on figuring out xk ways to have the children
we want. We'Te fighting Carter's Welfare Reform because we know t
that whether we have a waged job or not, welfare money has always
been an insurance policy for us -- it has given us more of a chance
to have ke children or to keep the ones we have,

All of us being here today is a real vicotory. The powergessness
that a lesbian mother feels comes in large part from how separated
we have always been from all other women, We have been seen as
*unnatural” and different from the rest. But all of us rejoice
when a lesbian mother wins her children because all of us women--
be we disabled, on welfare, prostitutes--want to choos how we are
going to live--whether its without menalone, with men, with or
without children. As lesbians we will continue to fight for our
own needs because we know in doing so we give all women more options.
And, as lesblans, we recogniz e the power that the Black woman's
struggle has given us, In particular the black woman®'s fight for
the welfiare wages has given all of us a way to live independently

of me nd to ke ur children.
Rng SO _we s%gng goge%ﬁeregoday~-demand1ng %hat thousands of
women at IWY in Houston also demanded -- we demand to have custody

rights to our children and the money to raise them



" WHO"s FIT TO JUDGE (wrltten by Lori Nairne and
c//’ ’

N

rLfket« Fareh 3
Cr;r*cteks:

L- Lesbian Mother

Q- Jaret, a 9 yr. old

5- Sue o @ 5 Ferg el
S~ Straight Mother
J- Judge

¢ you're nerveous but you must act
ycu are,

L- Weit here while I pgo ralce a phone cell,

S: (walks in with 5 yr, old) Walt here while I go see where the
hearing rocm is,,.,

5:¢ (to 9 yr, old) Do you want to See what my Daddy bought me?

9: Sure,

51 See,..

9: I don’t have a daddy.

5: Everbody has g daddy.

9: Well, I don't

5: Well mine doesn®t live with me and menmy, But he buys me lots
of presents, Fommy never buys me anything, sae says it costs too
much money.

9: T bet you®ll have to go live with your Deddy soon,

51 No I won't,

9: Yes you will (back znd forth)
5: (runs to mother) HMommy, can't I live with you, Please, please,
That Judge can'®t maiie me go live with Daddy, will he??

Ly (e S) They're trying to take your daughter tco? Don't worrv
They won®t take her. You don'"t have anything to worry about.

S: Nothing to worry about! Ky friend Norma Jean lost her child
last month to her ex-husband . and your teiling me I have nothing
to worry about. He just had more merey +hat's 211 it came dovn

L: I'm on welfare, WMy soclal worker has decided I'm an unfit mothen
They're are trying to put Terre in a foster home.

St: RBut why would they want to do that?

Ly- Because I'm a Lesbien mother.
St: A whasaat? But how.... -
I.: How did I hzve a child? The same way most women do., Since the day
I walked out of the hospital I've husseled to get her what she needs

I havn't had a2 ran to hand me morey.

St: Hand me money...hall! Lady you really don't know what you're
talking about. You think your the only one who had it rough.

L: You bet I do.

St: I slaved for hiz 15 years, cocoking, cleaning, ané washing., I

had to fight to set money from him just to buy Sue's clothes. Arnd

now that he's re-married he wants nis kid bpck

. Normy they won't put me in a 3 ey 2
RN oG I e a s hellp At Janeti. them with everything welve



love you. No"‘t the ﬁudre let me stay w*th you,.
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(enter judge)

J: Good morning ladies...lelts see what we've got here. OCh 2o,
2 more custody cases. (I'm sick of all these Hunfith mothers)
ST s that our

1L hir 211 r

O: an't take me 2Y . Fels j a man, {(te judge)

judee, I'm not going to any foster home. I'm staying with
monmy .

J:We'lll see gbout t} little gir I'11l take the lesbian case
first. (this should be easy, }LO sly unfit) Please take the witnes
stand. On every occasior your socigl worker visited your house

she found other womer there.
St: Well, I have women visitine.
J: Uosters in your dsughter's room presenting homosexuzality in a
favorable ’1nht. She has advised the court that you dontt take
seriously the importance of the male role model in your daughters
life. You are not a good influence on your child.
L: Ny child is haopy, healthy, and well loved. What do you mean
I'm not a good influence on her.
J: Well she does look very hesalthy. But she can't grow up to
be truely femininre in that enviornment.
L; You mean she won't be dependent and passive. That she might
cause trouble when she ST OWS up?
You can't give your child what she needs when you're on welfare,
Well, I do the best I can, but I sure could use more money.
Look I don't like taking little girls from their mothers. Promis
a few things and I'11l thirk sgbout leavine your daughter with you.
Like what?
Untill your dauszhter lesves home, I dontt went any of your
lfrlerds stayirz overnizht at the house,
What!
We are discussing proover enviornment for child raising. Does
rgasm mean more to you Leshians than children or anything else?
He better not make a crack like that to me.
an't believe he saying this.
Mommy, what does he care who stays at our house? (to judge)
nd who do you sleep with?
I'm sick cf listening to this brat's remarks. There'd better not
another or she'll have to leave the court,
: But its my life you're deciding about.
L: If you can even think of taeking my daughter from this court then
you obviously are n ot thinking about her welfare. You made ur your
mind before I came into this court that I'd lose my child, just
because I'm a lesbian and poor.
J: Oh yes, I glmost forgot, next time I see you, J
ol iare,  Get a job. Lcecending to Carters Welfs:
shoulé be out working to earn your welfare chec
older than 6,
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SiEE RS raisine children worth somethines?
J: Look, 1t's not your case we'!re talkine shout. Just keer aquie?
cnNIErayShavie ot holld yon in conbeppt. Lo you beloxns: to Sy

lesbisr orgarications
Well, if you wart to counﬁ ay Area Womenls Center.
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JER W otEmusi istop. Idon!'t want you carrying the f£ilag for axy HomeoSests



 You should be
Aing he” better ma

I, mer. T ¥ f"
: ”1 in e,
cecoking a“" nutri
I: Eomemaking, )
St: Listen, tha ’s th f*rsx } our mothers taucht us.
5: 1 bet he can't cook Or Sew.
9: You leave my monmy alone... r
L: Nister, are you telling me if I want © £ ] have to be
who you want me to be? 7 ) P
Ui Come or make up your
St:But your talkine o
e Look judge, you t

money, then you tel
child is enough cf
nelfare?

il
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Y¥u don!t love her encuch to up your sex lefe.
There is no reason I have toc choose between my kid and my lover,

Let's get on to this next case.

Now here!s an perfect example of what a mother should be , of

course I'1l give her custody) Lets see, Te ently divorced. Are

vou planning on getting remarried soon?

St: No, I divorced my husband. I"m supporting nmyself now.

J: Yes, I see that here. But really do you honestly think you can support
Sue on £6,000 as well as your husbtand car cn \?5,000. ;

St: I put my husband through school That is why he makes $35,000.

Jis Tagl's ¢““elevont the fsct is he makes zmoremoney than you.

St: If it's money your're concerned withm, make him give me child
support.

J: By the way are you sleeping with anyone? Do you date?

St; That's none of your business.

L: He sure is very interested in what soes on in our bedrooms.

wonder hcow he gets his rlcks?

J: It i8 my business. Whatever affe
So you gre living in a 3 room flat in
2 isint 1E7

Sty e e iSdee Ml this @
J: Look, why dcr't you rems
to raise your child.

I: She odviously doesn't want to rezarry, why don't you just get

on with it.

J: There is a note here from your psychiatrist, that you had a rervous
breskdown 4 years ago. y

St: I am fine now. I fell apart because of the stress of belng a
decent mother, working a full time job, and keeping my husband in
school. But I'm fine now

J: Do you rezlly think your stable enouzh to take care of this child?
Don't vou think she would be better off with your husband ?

Sy Wo, I cl@alive

J: Pocor, questionsble mental health, living svace cramped, and I bet
you have to leave her at one of those public day care centers Lo

hours a2 week. I just don't see how you czn rive her the attention

she neecds.

Stk dlor itEnesillect bny Qaushter. Denlt calll melinafitgut S Unille s 'S
rergrry, vou won't be hanvy.

S o pEihstSllcokinpiat the fzets. .. 20 i@ the best interestciSveiss
child we asre concerred with, ‘

o~y by

‘.1

: ne the psrk.
1 have plenty of time

DL ol naltos stay with Momny .
ot ] -
AR bt e e = -
2 1'm concerned with the beet intere. ta of ry daughter teo. 1've



Ttve taken cood care of

just beczuse I don't

very excited.

t right T am. You're talking szbout snstching

: You're

no ideas how that ec We zpend our lives

how mTuch v_ STEY We

¢ to do keep our chilérern,
lg, calm down.

zirls we're mothers.
e £it mothers
X to do the
t =0 to any old
t
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ORI DI RIELAG
Gontact Linda Gill 841-=4776
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For the past year The Linda Gill Defense Committee has boen
defending my right to custidy of my children. We did not win
my case, but we did a lot of gains for the movment for momen

to have the right to have and keep the children they want.

I will Aalways feel that the court had no richt to make the kind
of diecision my children away from me and it has been real

hard for me to emotionally deal with it, but tha Linda Gill
Defense Commitiee will continue to fight for the rirhts of

all women to have and keep their children.

l'y defense committee is endorsing The Lesbian Wages for Housework
Custidy Picket because all women, regardless of whether they

aTre a lesbian, disabled, black, native american, chicano,

on wellfare, and or any other minority have the right to children.

I lost my case because a wellfare worker and a jndre deciderd

that sence I was blind and on welfare that I was an unfit

mother.

Disabled women are first concidered not capible of havine children
2t all, so man; of them are forcably sterilized, and thoso

who aren't are many times faced with losing their children.

Just thispast week we, (the LGDC) learned of a de-f couple in
southern California lost custidv of their 1little daughter because
they were deaf. 'They did win the case, but only after m outcry

of rage from the public.

Instead of taken ovr children from us becruse we arc on welfare,
we want the goverament to give us the money due us for Lthe work
we do in raising our children and doing housework. Ve do not
concider welfare a charity but a wage for work we do snd it is
certainly not a reason for the courts to take our children

away from us. We will not be called "unfit mothers" because

we are poor.




e therefor demand the. immediatoe tnconditional return of all

children to their mother,

We -also demand that no children be take from their mother

brcause they chose to live an alternative life style, and or

because theyv are disabled, and or not mater what race.
We further demand and insist that welfare is awage for the work
we do and that that wajje be increased substantially.

Lastly we demand that all forced starolization of disabled
women be stopped.

vle are not powerless, and we will no lonror sit pasively by
and watch while are children are taken from us. "o woman
should have to suffer the agony of losini their childre as

I did and I intend to use all thepower I have to see that
no woman does.

We will stop the kidnanpins of our children bybt Ehe welfare
and court system in this country.

o)




For further information:
Lestians for Wares for Housework
F.0. Box 14512
San Francisco, Ca. 94114
(415) 2R2-1326
£81-4667

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SAN FRANCISCO-

Lesblians for Wages for Housework initiated this picket of
the Fami}y Courts to derand an end to the kxidraepping of our
children that =zoes on every day both inside and outside the
courtroom. At the International Women's Year conference, thousands
of womer passed resolutions demanding that we be granted custody

of our children and the money to raise them.

b

et the family courts
and President Carter have flagrantly ignored these .mandates.
The courts, along with our ex-husbands, relatives, the Welfare
Department, police and other government agencies, have continued
to kidnao our children. And President Carter, throuch his proposed
Welfare Reform Plan, is guilty of child abuse because he is cutting
back on what 1little money we women have with which to raise our
children. Lesbian women, dissbled women, prostitute women, women
on welfare and others have joined together today demanding to be
able to keep the childrer we have and have the children we want.
Our platform includes five specific demands. First, we
demand that our lesbianism not be used agalnst us in a court
custédy decision. As more and more women have 'come out' as
lesbians, refusing to work for men in the home for free, the
government has retaliated by snatching our children from us. Many
more womer would choose to be openly lesbian, but are trapped
In marriaces because of the fear of losing their children. And

many of us who are openly lesbian have been forced to give up the

pPosSsibllity of ever having children. But today we are demanding an



end to being forced into this vosition. We won't choose between
our lovers and our children; we went both!

Not only lesbiar women, but any woman w;o is fighting
- 1500 bé independent of a man's income is threatened with the loss
of custody of our children. Lesbian women, disabled women, prosti-
tute women, women on welfare, in prison, imrigrant womer and many
others are beinxz labelled "unfit mothers.® No woman should be
called unfit because of our poverty or lack of a fstable! relationship
with a man.

Fore and more, the courts are basing the determinatior of
who 1is the 'most fit'! parent on which one has more money. As long
as women are unpaid for the work we do inside the home and low paid
for our work outside the home, we cannot compete with men in the
courté. We demend that income not be used as a criterior in the
courtroom.

Outside as well as inside the courtrooz, money is key to
our power to have and keep the children we want. For women who
are not deperdinz or 2 man's income, welfare is 211 we've got to
have and raise our children. Led by Black wWomen, we have fought
for our welfare wage Sso we can éhbose to live with or without men
and still have the children we want. 3ut Carter's Welfare Reform
Plan will mean more work inside anrd outside the home and less money
than our already measly welfare checks. That means we'll have to
leave our children at home alcne or in the Streets, or we'll have
to give them up to the Welfare department or become sterilized.
More women will be denied the possibility of leavinz marriazes we

hate or having the children We'want'without havine to be dependent

on 2 man. We demand a raise in our welfare wage, not cuts,

2.



Finslly, we are demanding a volce in the courtroom for our

kids. Their choices remain few as long as our ﬁoverty limits

what we have to offer them. We need quality time to spend with our

children and money to provide for their needs. In fighting for
the power to have more choices in our lives, we open up more options

in our children's lives as well.

t—!

esblan and other mothersfighting not to be separated from
children in any way, are part of a world-wide movement of women
fighting for power to choose in every area of our lives. We con-
demn any move, such as the Save our Children Campalign or the Briggs
Initiative, which attempts to use our children agéinst us to crush
our rebellion. In our homes, on the streets, in the schools, les-

bians join with all women demanding the power to be independent of

men and still be with children as we choose.



For Further Information Contact:
Lesbians for Wages for Housework
Post Office Box 14512
San Francisco, California 94114
(415) 282-1326
681-4667

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

SAN FRANCISCO-

WOMEN HOLD FAMILY COURT JUDGES IN CONTEMPT OF THE INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN'S YEAR CONFERENCE: DEMAND CHILD CUSTODY RIGHTS

In order to force the courts to respect décisions
made by thousands of women at the International Women's Year con-
ference, Lesbians for Wages for Housework is calling a child custody
picket and street theater on March 3, in front of the San Francisco
Family Courts at City Hall. The IWY conference demanded that women
be granted custody rights and the money to raise their children.

"We are here to celebrate recent victories of Bay
Area women who won custody of their children in the courts. We are
pressuring the family courts because we know thousands more lesbians
and other women are losing their children in the courts, or because
we don't have the money to wage courtroom battles," states -Maureen
Rafferty, member of Lesbians for Wages for Housework.

"I was labelled an "unfit mother" by the courts because
I am disabled and without the money or education they thought I should
have," says Linda Gill, a disabled woman who recently lost custody
of her children. "I have invested years in raising my children.
What the courts want for my children and what they want for them-

selves are very different."




Lavinia Smith, founding member of L.A. Black Women
for Wages for Housework, expresses her anger in this way, "Black
women have our children snatched from us not only by the courts,
but also by the police,.prisons, and the Welfare Department. I'm
here demanding the money I need to keep custody of my kids and to
be able to raise them the way I want."

The three women quoted above will be speaking at

the custody picket and will hold a press conference there. Lori
Nairne and Maureen Rafferty, members of San Francisco Lesbians for
Wages for Housework and the International Wages for Housework Campaign,

are presently available for advance interviews with the press.



