~

LWL A PR R 1)

said ne

<

and
the I

you

o -
t\/ene&\:’j




By a Staif Reporter

Women demonstirating
against what they sav is the in-
creasing danger of rape i Bri-

banners and ioudiailers outside
the Home Office yesterday and
demandea a meeting with the
Home Sccrerary, which they did

The women clz2im in a circu-
Jated pamphlct that a number of
sipns in rape cases
— nolabl; the decision in t

]

Tuesday November

Carol Maggs case. where a sol-
vas found guilly of se
s not given a pi
because of his arm
have acted as & " &
ahead 1o rape.”

Although the women did not
mansge to see Mr Merlyn Rees
vesterday a group of them have
been proinised an appointment
eariy next month with  Mr
Brynmor John,  Minister of

State at tize Home Office.

Onc of the women on yester-
Mrs

day's demonstration  was

Philomena O'Grady. o Mz
{er woman whose three-y
daughter was g
Jast ) S NENS
that child's
given a ye

attacker
sucpended sen-

(2

ten which  had  gieatly
shocked her and her family.
The Women Against

group has also wui

Charles saying that a number of

cases  show  that  servieemc:
who commit crimes of rupe
appear to be dealt with too
leniently . T ask hiin to com

ment publicly on une £ulh vase

By a Scafi. Reporter
The . Prince cf Wales was

asked vesterday
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conunent

publicly on 2 six-month prison

sentence given recently
for attempred
repe and causing actual bodily

Royal Navy saifor

harm.
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the case w
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form .
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of effect such a
situation can
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Joanna Casatello and Maxine Jones on the ground outside the court as other
demonstrators are moved away.

Picture by Gerry Dalton.

Police foil rape protest

ALERTED police foiled
a bid by “Women
Against Rape” pro-
testers today to invade
a Crown court.

About a dozen women and
children were bundled out of
court at Snareshrook before

they could. reach the court-
room where Mx Justlce Peter

By PETER OLIVER

Mason QC was hearing a
case.

The attempted invasion
was to protest against a six-
month sentence Judge Mason
imposed last week on naval
officer Maurice Markham, 19,
for attempted rape. The Judge
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said he hoped the navy would
re-instate Markham. .

Protest leader Ruth Hall,
27, said: ~ We are angry that
judges are freeing rapists so
they can still serve their
country.

“They scem to be giving
army and navy officers the
licence to rape.

“The judge’s sentencing
was a replica of the Holds-
worth case, the guardsman
freed in June.”

The protesters carried on
chanting outside the court
building, and later warned:
“You judges can’t expect
any peace. We will be back.”

Another protester Joanna
Casatello, 22, claimed a nine-
year-old girl Maxine, who
came with her, had been in-

jured as police bundled them L

out of court.



IT LOOKS like that moment in-

the TV commercial when the

_bipe smoker demonstrates his

utter contentment.

But in this case we'll probably.
judge was

never know if the
merely putting up a smoke screen
to hide his feelings.

* For Mr Justice Wein had just

heard angry wives call for him to -
he sacked—along with two other:

COOL FACE
- OF JUSTICE

judges who freed a guardsman
jailed for a brutal sex attack.
Eight members of the Women
Against Rape group chanted ‘Get
the judges out !’ outside - West-

S

Picture : JACK MANWARING

minster Abbey at the start of
yesterday’s traditional procession
to the Strand for the opening of
the new law term.
The demonstrators carried han-
ners saying: ‘Judges, we charge
you with rape’ and ‘Rape in
marriage is a crime.’
Perhaps at the end of it all Mr
Justice Wein felt the need of a
calming pipe, when he lit up on
the steps of the Law Courts. - .
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Rapists get Go-ihead Sentcnce

FACTS

Join the forces: licensc to rape

June 1977: Thomas Holdsworth, soldier in the Coldstream

Guards walked out of an ippeal Court with a suspended

sentence, after roping Carol Maggs, and causing her injuries
which put her in hospital for two months. The three "Justices":

Roskill, Slynn and Wien. :

Judge's comments: “he allowed his enthusiasm for sex to overcome
his normal good behuviour." . . his fcareer would be comple-
?oly %ostroyed if this sentence of three years were to stand."
Wien).

October 1977: Royal Navy Engineer Maurice Markhom was sen-
tenced to six months for attempted rape and actual bodily
harm. The judge, Peter Mason, @ wartime Royal Artillery Of=
ficer,

Judge's comments: "It would be a shame if the country loses
your services. o o It might be best if after your sentence
this whole thing be forgotten and you reinstated in the
Royal Navy,"

January 1977: Private Roger Surch received a suspended 2-year
sentence after raping a woman in Northern Ireland. The court
was told that his commanding officer would be happy to have
him back in the King's Regiment if he did not go to gaol.

May 1977: Two Guardemen in the Coldstream Guards, like Holds~

worth, kill two goy men. Gay women and men are investigating

how army training takes attack on gay peoplec as normal like
rape. Sentences: one jailed £or life, one for 5 years.

Rape of Children: a trivial offence

‘

September 1977: Manchester. Judge Zigmund gives John Burgess, 204
a suspended 6-month-sentence and & 100 fine for sexually
assaulting a 3-year—-old girl. Burgess' fother a business

man and a land-owner, ' el

Judge's comments to the mother of the child: "You will for-

get it and o will your little girl." :

‘

October 1977: Aylesbury. Ronald Stevens, 57, village head=-
master in Bletchey, sentenced to 18 months suspended sen—
" tence for 29 assaults on girls aged 9 - 12.

November 1977: Southampton. Children's Home Head, Herry . Bunker,
sentenced to 30 momths for sexual ascaults on girls in the
home over a period of 6 years.

One mercy for men, one nercy for women

Mr., Justice Wien (sec above) giving 2-yeor suspended sentence
to o man who had killed his wife:’ her deeth was the result
of her husband's "years of torment, sexual deprivation and
humiliation."

Mr, Justice Croom-Johnson, giving & mén 3 yecrs suspended
for killing wife: ". . . provocation has gone on so long."
No such sympathy for Norcen Winchester, Belfust, sentenced
to 7 years for killing her father. He had raped her conti-
nually for years and becaten and raped her lititle sisters.



Through the law's finécrs

‘

In 1976 therc werc 1,094 cases of rape known to the ic
in England and Wales. D police

hese cases were only the tip of the iceberg,
_Mgny'rapcs arce not reported because of the treatment the
victim gets,

Many rapcs fall outside the legul definition..

There were 10,901 reported cases of "indecent assaulth by
men agoinst women, '

Therc were uncounted rapes of wives by husbands: rapec in
marriage is not & crime in Britain,

Of the 1,094 lcss than half, 428 redched the Crown Court
¥ Ror R Graiaills
112 were acauitted. ¢
v 78 werc sent to borstal, put on probation, fined, given
conditional discharges, etc, ; :
11 received suspended scentcences,
238 received immediate prison sentences,

Of those who were sent to prison, 47% received 3'years or’
less, 4s it is normcl to serve 2/3 of a sentence, or less,
by the end of next year all but 126 . of the rapists will
be back on the strecets-- or still on the strects.

If the Home Secret.ry wanted to tell men to go ahead and
rape, could he find a clearer way?

" The bias of the suthoritics cannot be hidden

/

It is a standard practice for the Judge to warn the jury;

that women lie about rape. 48 Judge Sutcliff told a jury,

"It is known that women in particular and small boys are
liable to be untruthful and to invent stories."

October 1977: London. Petcctive Chief Inspcctor in Markham
case says of the woman, "I doubt whether she's as clean and
innocent as she would like us to believe.,"

In 1976 The Criminal Injurics Compensation Board paid out
£ 9,000,000 to pecople who soffercd criminal demage. For the
injuries she sustcined, Carol lMaggs was offered S50k
The reluctance of the police to pursue rape charges, the *
fact that it is the woman put on tri2l instead of the man,

“ the freouent go-shead sentences even when a conviction as
finally obt ined have caused such fury that one Judge (Justice
Kilner Brown) is afraid "if courts don't crack down, sex
offenders could be tarred and fecathered by vigilantes."

For morc information: LOMEN 4#G:.INST R.PE, Women's CGentre, 138 Drummond
Street, Lo don NW1, Tel: 624 636k, Maid's Causcway, Cambridge Tel 57142
79 Richmond Road, Bristol Tel 422116 .



