27 Januuxry 1977

Dear sisters and friends,

knclosed is the stafement "In Supporting Louise Boychuk

We are Supporting Ourselves" and the names of the organisations
that endorsed it. You probably know already that the Tribunal
upheld the employers' right to sack Louise Boychuk. This state-
men¥ and the response to it is a counter-judgment. Within the
space of the couple of weeks available %o circulate the state-
ment before the Tribunalls decision, endorsemenfs were ieceived
from many indivisvals and over forty organisations. Many took
it upon themselves to spread the statement further.

That such a variety of organisations, representing thousands
of people, shodd iake this public stand shows that no one fighting
for her rights as a lesbian woman is on her own. One reason is
that lesbian women are more organised than ever, so we're now
able to give help and mcbilise support for ourselves and for any
woman whom the courts, employers, and landlords want %o deal with
in an isolated and therefore weak rosition.

Just after the decision Louise and others organised a picke%
of the firm that sacked her, and though it was the week before
Christmas thirty people turned out for it. All this demonstrates
how many poeple are prepared and even eager to take a public stand
¥ith a lesbian woman and against the righ% of employers fc sack
whom they please. Heterosexuzl as well as gay individuals and
organisations, men as well as women all saw the attack on Louise

as an attack on them and were ready %o defend themselves by suppoxt-
ing her. 3

The statement with these endorsements was sent to gay, women's
and other community publicaiions as well as to the national press.
The national press so far has not printed anything except the
Tribunalis decision.

A Louise Boychuk support group has now been formed. The
‘endersements have been sent %o that group through Louise. Louise
is appealing the Tribunal's decision, and this support group may
call on all of us for further action. At the Tribunal the Judge
nade clear his own view of lesbianism as a "perversion", and backed
up his bias by quoting from.Genesis. He has a right to his
"views", but not to decide on the basis of them which of us will
eat and which will not.

Industrial Tribunals such as this sit in Jjudgment on thou-
sands of paid workers; womer fighting for egual pay, .women making
charges of sex discriminzticn, wemen and men sacked on all kinds
of grounds, etc. Through endorsing and circulating this statement,
and threugh fuiure actions, employers and iribunals are being
shown that we challenge the right of such people %o judge any of us.
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I SUPPORTING LOUISE BOYCHUK Wi ARE SUPFORTING OURSELVES

Onlthc 11th November, Louise Boychuk applied to an industrial

tribunal for compensation from an international insurance comnpany.

She had‘been_sackod by them for wearing a "Lesbians Ignite" bﬁdge

%t hgr.gob. (Like million? of other women, she is an office vorker. )
he tribunal has not yet given judgment.

It is not only Louise Boychuk that the tribunal will be judging, but
all lesbian women. Hore and more lesbian women are refusing to lcad
& double life, one life in a paid job or as unpaid wife and mother,
and another secret life among a few friends or in the few clubs and
*bars where they can be with other women without having either to
hide or explain. ’ . : :
Thousands of other women will be watching the tribunal's decision on
Louise Boychuk's case to see whether they have to stay in the closet

or vhether they can come out publicly as lesbian woiren without losing
their jobs. : ‘

—

For mothers, being lesbian has not only meant a threat to their paid
jobs but to. having custody of their children. To establish publicly
and legally trat women are not to be punished because they want to
live with other women is & sirength to lesbian mothers who are threatl-
ened with the punishment of losing their children.

In addition, custody is increasingly given to the parent vwho has more
moncy -- the father. Women are always in a more vulnerable position
because so many arc completcly financially devendent on men, and
because they have less choices of Jjobs outside the home, and less
vages on that job. With the "crisis", meny vomen are finding it harder
to get Social Security.  To have that job outside the horme taken from
them therefore weakens them in fighting for custody of their children.

¥e the undersigned comoletely supoort Louise Boychuk's right to. refuse
{0 live a double life in order to make a living. Ve support her refusal
to be ghettoised becavse she is a lesbizn. e agree with her. thet "It
is quite a natural thing to be [lesbian/". In stating this publicly,
Louise Boychuk is showing just how many women, lesbian or not, are
refusing to put their. own needs last.

In supporting Louise- Boychuk's stand ve ere vrotecting end extending

- our own rights. In supporting her stand, we are supporting ourselves.

AFFIRY (Alliance for Fair Images and Representation in the Kedia)
Annie Besant House !

Birmingham Campaign for Homosexual Equality

Bristol Wages for Housework Group

Cambridge Gay Women's Group

Cambridge Wages for Housework Group

Campaign for Homosexual Equality (National)

City University Student's Union Executive

Coventry College of Education Women's Group

Coventry Lesbian Group

Coventry Women's Literation Group
Coventry Women's Self-Defence Group
East liondon Gay Centre

English Collective of Prostitutes -

Falling Wall Press ! ; (cont'd. . .
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OSSR

inchley Women'ts Cuntio ;
Fricnd - ! ' : l

Gay Social Workers and Probation Officenrsy
Hampstcad YWomen's Group -
Icebreakers

International gﬁClﬂllqto, Salop

Libvrarians for Social Change, London

London Wages for Hou«ovork Committce

Iumton Campaign for Homoucxual Equa llty
liilton Keyres Gay Group

loulin Rouge Bo)cott Conmlttce
Nalgay (IAIGO Gay Group)

FROP (Prc*erv ation of the Rights of Prisoners)

. RAP (Radical Alternatives to Prisons

)
Rights of Vomen i
Sappho '

Scottish Minorities Groun e
Shrewsbury Campaign for Homosexual Lquallty
Shrewsbury llousing Advice Centre

Shrevwsbury lother and Toddlers Group

. Shrovshire Women's Action Group -

South Hatfordshire Campaign for llomosexual Pquallty

South East London National Abortion Comnalgn
Wages Duc Lesbians

- Warwick University Women's Group
“Vest London Gay Comnunity Centre

Women Against Rape
Women's Directory, Writers
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