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, B Harch IU 1974 Ferrokto Square,which seemsd foreser
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‘

‘consecrated to the "worker's mey ement® ;conceived as the

_movenent eftmal eworkers® jwas for the Flrst time with wop-

kpea of the home and of the faptopy :hy women unitsd against

their common exploitation,in the home first and oub gide of it,

Fer several months,that iz eince the Fall of 1973,
the VYenatp Commitiee Fop Wages Fap Housgwank had establisheda
stwork of conteocts,mostly inthe Vanice area bebtwsan groups of
soman wha up to that time had been sither ignorsd by every poe
litical force,or had been kaopt carefully divicded by the tradi-
tional organdisations : first by thetrads uniors and the papties,

while the sxtrapsrliamentary groups hed just followsd thebeaten

f‘atha

Pracisely becauss we staried by posiiing housawork
aa the first link in the chain of exploitation that snslaves all
women and allows capiftal to discriminatsagsinet women on the

sutsida job,the Committes was able “te teke the right road’.

 That is,%the Committee tried ¢o make channels of poniitical com=




Nobody had ever taken this road,
In Pact,politiciana,would beleftisistrade unionists,
ahd the Women's Commissicns of the partiss and the (sup-
posedly leftists) groups ell agreed onthe premise that
womenr are “nothing®sthus,they ail wers convinced tha% there
is no naed to analyse the condition of wonene It never croge
s2d anybody®s mind that women ave the labor power which is

consumed in the process of producing and reproducing labor

(D)

productive precess is kawon,for it is axpe~

nowezr,though this
rienced by everybody,

They all had startsed from the capitalist zppeaganeg and,

conseguently,had considered women always and only as somaocne
glses! appendages.indgas appendages,they had seen tham divided
firat of all into mothers.,wives,daughters,fianceas,single wo-
men, etc. They did nobt see,houever,the basis on which thase

iEf
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pent roles are built.and,conseguently,they dic natunder=

stand the basis on which thesse divisions are founded.in the

contrary.ue woman had seen wary clearly this basis and we have
identified it with housework.For each of these roles is based

s - .
on 2 determinats guantiby and guality of housework that women

must do in the home.A woman must providsher husband notonly

with the maximun amount ofhousaucsk,but alse with all the duties
that housework involvesjloveemaking included.h sister ie not
expected to provide this latter service to her brothsr,in the
game way asshe is expectad to provide an amsunt of houseword
muck inferior to that which is sxpected of a wids with respect

to her husbandyor of a mother with respsct to her children,



New the roles te which the highest praductivit
corresponds are ganerelly that of wefg an
on 2 mass secala,ihey eoincide beceuse |

moans to be also a mebher.Thereforegd

qh

ang s pother({besides bolng & sister,a ﬁaughtarvmtc,) Taar e
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sants the highest level of produstivily of housewsorsk.But also
those whotoday are gistorsz,daughtars.fiancess,ebc. tomoreow

Py

whll be wives and onthers.

-

s suosk is detepe

mined in sueh a way that it reguires cert ving the

peciod of our heavy tral {daughters,sisters,flancoes, ect. )

and other reles duving theo pesiuvd of the highest productiviiy

(wife and mother).The woman who rafuses to go through the
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sycle of housswosk,and

ses to quarantes her consume

on as labor power et the most highly productive level is

(=
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urthsr dividad from women. this is the woman who,though
ghe is & wife,does not want Lo bear childreniil is the womaw
wha.turugh she &zxaxsebiise has children,does not want to be
g wite;it is the woman whudoes not want to be elther a wife
or a mother.These divisions too sre mystified by capital
through moral and fdeclagical judgments.Bul in reality they
are determined by the lower productivity of housewoerk.

It is elear ,then, that this first order of diviszicn
ig In fact bullt on different levels of pruductiviiv uf housge
pork which are imposed on ue women,

The fact that thig division was naver questioned by



anyone contributed o codify a capitalist hieramchy among
wanen Basad on the higher oc lower productivity of thesirz
uarks housawork,

Furtharmore,as wivas (mobhers,daughters,sisters etco)

women were defined in turn aa proletepians if the nale wage

which commanded Lhmie them wasthat of a proletavian,hoyraeois
if the income swhich commanded them was thet of a hourgeois.
floone saw that in svery cass women did not have noney of their
ovun in Lhelr hands Por that commen work which all of “hem
didoAnd that this basically determines a lack of power fox

all of

Being almays deifinsd alusys and unly with respect to
the level of power {(or non-pouwsr) of a man, women were divie
dad among themselvaes from thz vicwpoint of the {(non) analysis,
of the {(non) objectivas, of the {non) pelitical strategy.Thay
wers divided not only in towvms of the class to which ‘the man®
balonged,but alse aceording o the hierarchies of power within
the class itsslf to which'the man® was subject.

I weson the contrary.dsfine women precisely oa the basis
of fhsin work, we must assume that all the women who pn a mass
enale do houseunrk,who ars labor power csnsumed in tho process
of producing and reproducing laber power, ars wop apkavgsthey are
the workers of the housa,They are woriers without a wage of
theiz own,but they areworkers. The fact that on & magss szkx
gnale women ece unwaged workers has detsmined aueh g radigal
lack of power in working class women as to determins a_lack
of power sven smong bourceois pamen. In fact,the wife of a
powerful mangfor example, certainly enjoys a peflected powss



through her husband,but sha is pnt poweeful on her own.

The wife of a men who has a low leovel of power hes 1ittle poe

wer hecauss of the low level of power of her husband,but $o

hie &axkxwﬂxﬁmmmﬁ low power sha adds [jer own lack of power.
There exigts a condition of wsakness common to all

women,that is a lask of power of thei» awn such that can proe

vida a common ground of struggle for all,

Bosides this type of divisions nihers wers being poe
stulated and fixated.Some of them were nover pul on paper
(it would havs besn too much) but they were always said and
thought.Thase are the divisions hRased on 'assthotic® sppre=
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cliation shaautiful~uply,end those basadon mopal jJudgmen

sgintgeprostitutes.It is worthwhile to point out that ths
highast productivity of housework has besn the eobject cfase
sitive moral judgment (thab womane-who works like an znimgle-
is o saint),uhile the refusal and the rebellion againei house-
work has always been the sbject of & negativs moral judgment
{that womane=who does not do her ”&utygwnis no good).

Other divisions,instead,have been weitten about and
theorisad.Sterting always from z definitionef women as wives,

sverything By Ry

mothers ,daught ers,soen as appendagss o nmuphhidng ond BMREIRSR
body,cather than as workers of the house,they all have further
divided women in "noneworksee®{the housewife) and “workars®
(the women who have an additional job outside the homej.
fgnkax And again, the woman with a “clean” jobe-these are the
factory workers,employese,shopegizls==and those with a "diptyn

job,the pragstitubes.



Also this fusther order of divisions was based on the fact
that housewonl: was not recognised as work.This prevented

them from sseing that housewsrk iz tho ground of seplaitation
comman both to the housewife and to the woman who also workd
cutside of the koms,and that proati ption is nothing bub gnee
sialized hougawork,

-TO MAKE LOVE IS HOUWORK,

They had always approaches womesn starting from the die
visfens of power cepital has created among us,tekin agthem as

"natural® and therefore “inevitable",or worst vet,as%a coase-

?

o

quence of the backwardness" of the women themselves,and there-
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fore,after all,well-deserved.Iin this way they reinforced tha=

se divisions,and alsc caused guilt feelings in those women wha
have not perfom=d Pbhrilliantly® in the race for Yemancipation® e
and,as housewives,we all know what that ig.Thusythsss pelitigal
organisations tended tec stremghtsn ,instead of destroying,
the sbjective divisions created by capital and ths consequent
lower degres of power soma wemen have with respect to others.
It is worthwhile &m,howver, %o make it clear onwe for all that
this is the relation the svecalled political forces with a lefe
tist reputation have always sstablished not only with women
but with the whale class,

But in tho case of women this has bseen particulaley
damaging ,because by ignoring the "housewife® as “itoa weak®,
Ynon=organisable” ,0r "too backward”,or ven “non-geistant as

a worker" ,these political fovces deprived women of any possie
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lity for a mass organieation.fll women,in fact,us we well
knowgare fundamentally "housewives” ,that is Yworkers in the
home".For housswork 4s the "First and only front whecs we
all are and which determines all aspests of our 1ifeY,

But nnbody ever stazted from this and consequently noe
body ver teisd to build an orgsnisational continuity betwsen
the woman who works in the home and the woman whe also wopks
outside the hume.Aiming at "keepingtho divisions”,they had
never even Yolad to make a2n organisationsl connections betwesn
the woman vho works in the big factory and the woman who works

emall
in the kikhin factory,the woman who works in the counttyside

and the womon who worke in the city,between the woman who must
accept @ textile machine in the home and the woman who must

run out fo work at a textile machine in @ plant.

)

We,the women of the Committee had started precisely

in the_appmaiﬁu way,by assuming that the powsr divizions capis
tal has created nust be destroyed.Obviously,this does not meane-
a3 some would like to believe--giving up the powsy some of us
nave already gained against capitaljon the contravy,it means
uarking

for all women.end therefore for the entize class,v gain the
neeetest power against capital.

Wesas women, can achicve this growth of powoe only if
we drganise ourselves starting from that batile front in which

we all are,that is housswork,.Jnly in this way will it be pose



siblo,always and in overy placo,io_banaain avound the enh u;‘
work we deshousowork first of all and,in addition te it alse
the secondary jube,end thus kr haspain around the entire wooe,

the entire workelimo,and the entine conditions of our life,in

ano word,0UR SOCIAR POUWER which is based on thean.

e

Givon that this is cup perpsective.how would we

F’

move in ppastice %o built it organisationally?

In facing thisproblem ona thing bocams immediately
obvious to us swe had to put an end to ths isclation of women's
struggles.lie had %o put an ernd nat just to the ifsoletion of

the four domestic wells.bubt slse to the isclation of those ine-
vicible walls wherasby women who struggla in a factory never see
these who atruggls in the home,usmen whe struggle around davease
in a nelhborhood nsver see those who struggle arsund deycare in
ancther neighiorhnod,the isclation whonaby the voman who enters
a doctor®s offics does not know that the way she is trested is
the way all the other women waiting outsidesand all tha women
in the hosgpitals, will be treated, and therefore does nobt know
that her revolt can join that cofithe olharg,

Lot us say it again :the isclation of cur struggles
ie @ direect consequence of the Fact that all the socalled po-
litical foprces have wanted to ses only partial aspects of the
exploitation and 5ppressiansf women j,and therefore have built

a wall of silasnce avecund every "part" or "aspect® which they

were interested in recognising.
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Our viewpoint,to bargain imnediaboly around all nsur expleie

=

s s

tatien,gave us also=-ewe wore to discovar it for the First timges
the possibility of thinking of a moment of mobilisation common

ine

“:'

to g1l women, and Lherefore the possi the figst |

Al

to hreak evary division shd sveny

o
)

How ¢ build this
We.the women of the Commitiseyag all other women had lithle

£y :

s to build an urpgani=

time and money Fop Ypoliticel

o all women

sabional natwork which would give more stre

and pconseguentiv,io us too.Bub think of some ine

struments in a shrategic way.Iin Padova it was the problem of
the conter.Not only had we to bz ready Lo travel in ordsz to
have meotings,to maunt o debate tn sstablish a first coniact
with woemen in other cities,or other villages;it was also cru~
cial that thesg wemen huve the possibility to easily reach us.
As we know ,few women have cars.Thus, we chose a center ciose
to thebus snd train station.lt was extremslyhandy.fiany women,
song from villages, couwld “coms and g2 back™ in cone aftarncon,
Bihout any member of their family even being aware of i€,

- b -

and without thelr intefering.

The conter was spen ooguiarly 2 feu days a wask,to ane-
owar any guestion of the wseman who cameytn give information,to
of fer reading materials and a chanca to apeak with uther womens

and it became immediately thsz plsce for a serles of meetings which



g

gray as nur cantacts graw.The addressgthe apening time af &the

center were publicised also in the papers and in any other way.

7

HWe,the women of the Committee,would take turns to keep up

with the mestings,as we muk would take turns in traveiling

o $'E s T ot e 4 S - 3 B Son g
rgrpesciive 7Tc go a Pirst tine in the

strects all togather,with iy demand which could see us

all togeiher.and which therefore would give us a now powsr to

bargain all the vest :WAGES FOR HOUSEWGRK.

.

This was our immedliaets objsctive. find then ?

We will go many times again in the sirecte,all Logether aluays
with this denand until ws be not thousands but millionsjifor
while we in Italy ave putting Forward this demand,our sisters
In every country ars moving on the same denand.le wont have Lo
wait long befocrs we ave millions,

UNitlthe unificationa of women is large snough,stirong
snough,until we have all gons intothe streats many times toe
gether,ws will not havs an idea of where to concentrate our
organisational effori,where we will be able to strike hazder,

hecause there we are steongest and with what forms of struggl z,



Sullding the first dmmenstration on the demand 28 of wages
fur housework (ths Mavch I desrstration) has neant giving
-t a

ational basis te the jnorpeasing refusal of houseuoark

o ok

an organi

which evary woman Fesis and expressss in nors oz less

v0Lt8.The price we women pay for this refusel iz

=

block our strugglesbhey blackmail us.thoy beat us, thay il

e

men murderad by Gholp

have not been spent doling house=

sorke=uhatevar theprica wenightpay=~have been ssont here in

33

Vanatogywriting documents, having mestings making b

intormation sboub ocur struggles,travelling,taking pilctures,nae

LS T A
=

king moviesgaung for the 10 of lavch

danonstration.this vas and munkinus continues ta be the phase

of the gnderocouns abribe,nf the incressing refusal of housee

LAt e

wonlk.Next time,in the Spring of '75 bo an open atpie

ko, ot a netional stvike yei,but notyosk of women

such as no trads union or pavty ever succeeded in opganizing,

a afb ika by @ netwosk that overscomes the obiective divisions

creatad by capital.

We said in the sguare @ "Today we ave opening Gthe cam=
palon for wages for housewori".Had we further detaillad what
ua meant by a sampaigneprebably none of ws woubdhave said

anything more than %o kosp multiplying numeflsshz vhat we



nad done so far,tu have many more women than were in the

gguare on Lthaot day.But precisely beczuse we hacd mans
constructed g first occasion,aftorwards it was nuch more
zlear ,40 us and %o 21l the women whe participetad in the danone

atration,what it msans to build a cempalen for wages for house

usrkeAnd this is precisely what has to be emphasised 3the I0

,,-.1

af March caused e cational cspac

she women who aprhicipatsd in only ths el

1

3¢ beside her the younger,the women with childron

side har the womnen

]
-

nildren,the factory worksr had sosn

)

18 student had seen ths woman who doess

aeside her tha shopegirl,t
plece=work in her homesin one wordgevary waman had seen the cone

dition of the other women:but alzo through the impact of oup

spesches,of the interventicons each of us made,epealing perhaps
in public for the first time,the intordespendencs GF auery aspect
of har condition as -a womnan and the interdependence of her cone
dition and that of the other women came to light.Precisely be-
wauee of this, once back home every woman had ths power to seo
with new eyes her life savirvonment.dizcover the tisg thabt tie

her to the other womenyand thus svccesd in focusing with tham
1

o the possibility of an organisational astwork.

Obviously,sven before that many of ve wers involved
in organisaticral situations.ile were involved in the dafily
stzugnles ovsr daycarggprices,bis conditions of the nsibhbope

hood, rentereductions wags=-dlscrinination and on the defonse o



Search for & Jjob.But we alsc kaaw the sensa of wearineza and
weakness induced by our sustailing such hard struggles,atiuge
gles for which we pay a higher price than anybedy slaepand which
do noi guersnboe us any gower aswonen ond #UR any possihllizy af
a2 gernanent organisation,based oo suz intevests end contrelled
by us,

Now,we the I0 of fMarch we had glvencurselves First af
all 2z new perpeptive in which to move.Thiz new perspective,
wages for housework,had given us for the FPicst time Lhs pos
piliey of a pass opnanisation,because,ns we said before, and
as we said in all our spesches,"housewock not only ctaims all
of ussbut‘it i3 tha work which determines all other aspects of
our life".For this very reascn this perspective had glven us
not only the pessibility of & maess organisation,but also the
only possibiiity of a permanect organisation.in fact,while the
struggle over daycare ends when we taks the daycare center,the
struggle for wages for housssork ends only with the end of house-
work 1%saelf.As long es we have to spend one minute of sur Xkusz
day to reproducae oursulves,not as free individuals,but as labor
power for othersee-and this is housaworke=labor pewer others
will exploit,our strucgle against housswork will nct end,
Zven Lo put zeollers dn vwr hair every Satucday (becausn a shep
glrl must have a nice hairedo] is housework we parform for the

besses.If we were Free individuals,we wuld or would not put rol-

iers Lnmyour choice would be dictated only by our taste,not by
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somadody else’s ,our boas? need to make us into a modal ahop
girl who atiracts move customars.find this is 6n1p oRe oge
anpl @ emong thousands,The soma holds for all that we do in ope
dex 9 repreduce our body end mind.A comrada from the Uest Ine
diso,who having intulted (thanks to Penake ﬁaachings)rmhat iz
housework,begen to botterPuyisvaliss® our @nﬁirs"werkéﬂg day™
coemmanted :"Well,thase whe are nommanded by capital never phoch

vt Brushdgg our testh i housswork, utting lipstick on s
houscwark,making leove is h@'SUWﬁLkgﬂiﬂfpiﬁg is housework and
it does not make any difference that ws also Jike s ilot &o
slecp,for the Pact that we sleep guarantees the existence of
capital,

Our perpsective is thet everything,as long as it is come
manced to us,nuat be paid for to us.ind uve must et everything
paid for by these who want us to brush our testh,put lipetick
on end $o go ¢o sleep sarly se thal we can get up sarly in the
mesning.Xf they want to impose alil thic on vs.it moans thab ﬁﬁey

profit from all this.Then ag long a3 &hey arg. grging ug Lo rg

v L S

sanebhina.they are alyavs indebtad to vs.uhetover the wage la-
yel _we have xesched.it goes without saying that cur struggle
Por wages fer housework does not end with a certain wage level,
but with the dssbruction of their commend over us o make us

oo Va2t i8, with the destrustion of avery class ralakien,
NI o :

with the end of the hosses,with th2 end of th= workers,of the

home and ofthe factory and so oF male vorkers too,

And our reproduction?
We say immediately that it will no® require houseworlk any lone
er. Houseuogrk 113 nnt exist any 1onaar 11n Fho anmes wmss oo Ormee



ced labor will not suist.Given our present technological possie
bilitiesyand the present lsvel of tachnological invention,svery
poseible solution is st our disposal.Ab ang conditien,howayer,

that we break the class relation which prevents us Prom enjoying

the benefits of these invention

-
]

o

o

Only if out time is not commanded by othevs,only if

our gpace ig not confined by cthers,will we be abloe to develos

pe our full capacities :the capacity to understand,ts invent,

to act and to build complcetely different soeial relations.

Earlier we saild that the I0 of avch with the political pepe

2

spective it axpressed has concrebely denonctratad to all of

us the possiblliity of building o gggmanent craanisation.The

rocts of this orpganisation thet we begun %o build were zmak
daily
grounded in ths strugeles of women,but Fmesd at last from Lhe
accumulated debris of the mole tradition which always suffocae
ted tham.Only a male interpretation of wemen®s struggles could
sea in the struggle over ths price of steai oupr interest as dee
fendlng the man's wageyrather Lthan our intarest to have fipst
of all a wage of our cwun to be ehle to afford a staesk For oure
selves, The sane holds For the struggle awsubd housing.Only
male interprotation could sae this womens struggleas sabiofied
when the housa would bte assigned to the Yhead of the FanilyY,
without thinking that women chuld aspire to have a house of thelp
sungindependently from theiz being the rsproducers of an snbize

family :a house where t0 live alonsgor with a Fenale feiend,op
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with a childyur with a man, but not necessarily with = man,

ALl the struggles sver prices and housing--we can
say withoul fear of eproreesupressed fizst of all womsn's need
for wutonony.a need for noney of nur cunyspace of our own,free
time of our own.But in oxder For Ghe totality of our interests,
that thess struggles and thoudands of others expressed.to emsrge
numpl@tely and find an organisational form,it was necasaany
break n&tn the male management of class struggle.lithen as womon
we decided t8 Iinterpret our sizugules pumssives,and to defing

iy opn interssts ourselyes,ws wese able for the Picst time

to ground ocur AUTORONY as ocur strategy.in fact for tha fipsh

time were we shle to see the of our interestz.and the-

rafore,try to bulld pux full opnanigational power from the ground

_uM'z! B dat

up.That is, an organisational powsr that always,at svery moment

would represent the totality of our interesis.
it was a clear brsak with men end their crganisations,
precisoly because men and their organisations by interoreting

our interests in a limited and distorted way,had deprived us

o? a definitive strategy against our sxploitaticn.Thus,they had

confined us to political impotencs,that is to depsnd an capital,
scrafagy

to depend on capital’s mhnizes for us.lle wers condenned by mala

interperetations to start from the branches {the outside job)

rather than from ths roots of our exploitation.iie wors condem=

ned to bargain over partial interests (the job that supplanene-

ted thae male wage in order to support our family) rather than

bargain over osur wvholeintersst : to have immedictsly a wage of



oun swn gharting From the housswork we all dognobt &5 pre-

to destroy the Panily,which is based on our ynwag ed

=

sarve bu
work. Thus,we were condenned %o fight From a #f defensive posie
tisngwe wero confined to sty ssgale & prevent capital from wope
sening our condition,instead of being able to struggle like wae

god males to destroy our oxplaliabion.

BUR LACK OF AUTDNDNY FR0M MENLFRCGM MALE DRGANISATIONS
WAS A LASK DF AUTONOAY FROM CAPITAL.IT meant that we were con-

deaned ,let ve eay it again,T0 DIPEND ON CAPITAL .o depend on

~

capital®s cheices for us.

When we dscided 9 interpoe

: ouy struggles curseives

Q

and the nesds they express,ws wera conesguently abls %o outline

a definitive stratsgy and thus luwided BUILD IN ORGANISATIONAL

TERMS OUR AUTONGMY FROM CARITAL.

Thie must be thoroughly clarifioed ,bacauee up to this day

Ghere is @ tendancy to confine the meaning of Ffeninist autonomy

o the Pact that we hold mestings separately from men.Te have

-

nectings soparately

om men has been an indespensabls condi-
Gian for building a strategical zutonomy.But to limit ourselves
to having separate mestings,while moving around a male strategy,
means to let whab we havastheawn out of the door come back though
the window.hnd all the political organisaticns and thelr Womentg

Commissions are in fact undsr sur windows aweiting to jump ine



n y » o ) .

“8 wa sald beforesonly the denand of wages for housework

allows us to struggle against the totality of our exploitation,
for 1t allows us to bargain around our entire worketime,the eati=

Tz wage of our work.This then is ths only demend ©n which we can

a definitive sivategy,and all thosee-=man and women-=who

aneg ¢

dow to disamm us.If the Womenls Movemant sponsoes theip strat sgy

iainst this demandywant to come back hawgk trough the wine

3
{

i% msens that these peopie have alveady come back &zhy trough the
windows of some Women®s Cante o
March X0 1274 was tho last of thres days which expressed the
arganisational effort of many months of work: the continuous
gsasch Por money to travel around,te print and distribute 20,368
ieaflets.to print dnd circulatie 6,000 wall posters,te »ent a movie
theater,a etage with anplifiers in the squareof the rally,to oun

aff and offesect piles of materials which wero sssontial %o diastrie
but g during the months of preparation,and particulelry on thad
gak day,ts build a photogrephic show which lasted for &he thrae
days in the sguare,ts rent tho moviaes ta bs shouwn.

There was always the problem of time stime that was

cortinuously snatched at night.on Saturdays and Buk Sundaye,for
many of us "on the jobY,typing stencils instead of office corres

spondenca while the boss was in the cthar room,mesting with oup



sisters praetending to sell thar e sreather bshind the countes

af a department store.

TINE and NMONEY, Now that our political strugole
had begun we noeded sven more time and money.0us power,sur
liberation depanded on how much time we could spend on it,how
much money we succesddéd in extracting from anybody.te pbepare
adequat e tools of strugole,

The I0 of Marsh was alse ghe finst Lesbing of the
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hoois we had oroeated and of thair abilitv to provide 2 clgen
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onnuoication snong all the wenen present.

In the mooning at the Excelsior movia theatre in Zhs

Ferpebto Sgueve we showed two ferinist movies :"THe Struggla

Ig ot Duez'gand "The 8djective Famals” produced by tha Roman
Femindst Movement.The first pictures the demonairation of March
8 1972,1973,end the sscond picturass the firet public protest
shout the situstisn of eboriion in Italy ,ths situstion of
wonen forced to warle in the cengral marksts,the strugple of
wonan who had occupied a factory in Romesthe. -heavinoss,and Fati-
gue and menotony of housewssk.fEsizzgamxwlAdnission nasfree.
Many women enteved with their children.in the intervals,in the
movieo theatre,the Musical arnup of thes Committes ,who had come
poesd songe would sing with gquitars.Many women in the room
starbed singing (end the children too in their own way).The
vhythm was easy te lLearn and the words weore immoediatoly grasped
for they spoke of a sisumkisn rsality which they knew all too
uell.iany men came in “te sea",it was the Firet time Lhey saw
movies made by women for womsn.They had @ rathse bewildersd

aennession on their faces and thow were silent.
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There were others,however, who with quickness of wit
managed to "say the right thing at the right moment®",.These
were the militante of Avanguardia Operaia(iorkers? Vanguard) ,
who came to see us going out of the movie theatre with a pame
phlet of their own on aborbion.They saild :"APter all,if you have
understood anything it is because Lenin taught you".We answersd
them from the stage--so that our answer could cteach the sars
of all their allies scattersd in the square=-"Na,Lenin on this
has never siad anything that makes any sense, and neither has
Macx.Tha Women ° Movement has starzted from where no man had ever

arrived" (I)

The images shown by the moviss were unusual:deformed bo-
digs of old women,policensn charging the Roman Esmm feminists
who were demonstrating,women speaking of the condition in Bhich
they had aborted.All this without any male mystification.But if
theimages were unusual for a movie khaksm theatre,the women who
were present recognisad themselves in thise images.0ne could
hear comments from many points :It is just like thad".They would
ask ths pther women--those who went through the rows distribu=:
ting leaflets,asmall pamphlets,the texts of the sonfs--what that
day was organised for.When they would hear :"Because they must

pay us for housework",they would say "It is right".it was some=

I1)Their allies were :Lotta Conktinua,Manifesto,Quarta Internazig-
nale,P.D.U.H, y0rganizzazzione Comunista,Circolo La Comune.Th
had gathered together with 8vanguardia Operaia at the movie
theatre llarconi to babble about the "emancipation of women® ,jp

a rovom crowded with men.
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mething thay had never thought about ,though many times

they would say with anger "I work so much for nothing".'

When the show ended it was lunch time.Many women rushed
home,the men,as usual,hung arcund in the square looking at
the posters,the banners,the pistures of the show,and st us who
were singing ,speaking wlth other women,and shouting slogans.
Thenyene of us,tock the loudspeaker and started shouting in
their sarss:Men, where are your wives? liomen,come to the sgyare
to struggle.leny,go home to cbok."

8y 1:30 the sguare had emptied for the Sunday meal.

It was at that time that it was possible to see imediately with
one look the marvellous ?10r$1 taste with which the Communist
Party hed decorated the zg:;r}; porthe 8th of March,filling &k
them with pesters.The scene was reminiscent of Dannunzio’s
“"yellow daffodils fever" ,ecept that instead of daffodils,on
the posters,thers were mimosas.But the effect was the same s
crazy. And crazy were the words that invited women to "eman<
cipate themselves" and "to gibe help"” (to whom it was not clear)
to come oud of the crisis.lLuckily ocur posters were purple
otherwise they would be confused.And luckily we put banknotes,
large and well visibleyin the hands of women,so women understand-
immediately that we are the party of monsy not the party of
work.Since that day the party of work has 1ncreésingly emphasised
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its floral relation to women®s struggles.(I)

Around 396 the sgyare started filling up againsit §ook
Just that much time for women to feed their family and wash
the dishes.But the news that in the aftermpon in the square
there would be shows with feminist songs and debates must have
circulated very widely because we saw many older women coming,
who ruffling the "Bullettins® on the stalls read at last scome-
thing about themselves.0lder women,who listening to the songs,
felt that we spoke of them toc.0lder women ,who leaning o6t of
the windows (we saw many of them),heard that we spoke of them
tooin our speeches. "Women not only get the mockery of social
pension,but they continue to work in the homs,they continue to
do housework until they die". "When we are old we find on our
shoulders the role of grand mothers,which means that we must
raise also our grand children for mothing and in this way ﬁhay
keep us working as mothers until we die.” "For a woman there is
menopausesmenopause could be treated,but no, she must suffer.
And it is ten years of our life they take away.An slder woman
does not have the right to love,she is discriminated sexually,
she has no right to receive sexual attentionjshe must be only

a grand mother®,

I)In 1) Corriere Della Sera(November 7,I974,p.3) we read a sta-
tement made by Rassinovic,at a meeting in Monza,for the re=laun-
ching of recruiting for the Communist Party in Brianza."If while
we go by in a protest demonstration we meet a woman in a car,not
only do we offer her a propaganda leaflet;we give her also a ross”
e start being suspicious about the Punction of carnations.
(neoot. the Eax red carnation is.one of the most popular symbols
ofthe Italien P.CI.).
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In the sguare arrived also all those women who had not
been able to come in the mornbdrg.The women who came to the
square for a Sunday walk on their husbands'! arms met with
the women who had come specifically for the demonstration,
leaving thair husbands many miles away.

There was a strange tension.Those of us who continued to
distribute leaflets and ducumenté saw the outestreched aza
hand of a husband who wanted to see what this was about before
handing it to his wifejamd the wife often did not have the power
to sa ¢ "Walt a minute,this is for me",.The situation of the
women walkinh on their husbands armsworsened when we started
speaking at the microphene.it was cleayr that the husbands liked
neither the tone nor the content of our soesches,because they
would drag their wives away,putting pressure on fhait arms,
ignoring the pratests of the women who wanted to stay and li-
sten.

And then there were the soldiers on leave, who were more
than happy to have a chance to speak with so many women,
Seemingly interested in what we were saying,some of us asked
us what we wanted."Wages for houseworke-we told them-=for
all the work we do at {home without which the State could not
survive jyand Por which the State does not want to pay us",

The words "S;ateﬁ and "housework" caused them immediately to
change thelir atiitude,from courteovus to thoughtful.After
looking at each other and around a bit,and after talking among



btﬁ%maaiuespthey come Lo £all us *Vou rightjwa tod'iﬁ‘t'

ﬁive to wash dishss and SLollstu;the State sheuld glve us

too Por this work"., "Unly now we understand the burden of“ﬂnﬁ&
mothers™. (1)

In the sguers there were a zeriss of episodos and

gonments which would gine sugsest politicel digecticons and sut=

& finsthe path of & new class unification.from the “Even oug grands e

L3N & 5

.l 5

‘ chilozan we muat 3 the older the “"you are tight o
he State should give us & wags too™ of the ssldiers tha hours;

he yeare of houzewack Lhat ons discoverad that they do be= 2

peme Lhe zommon "thing" against which ths most diverse sectors™ o .i

he class sxpresssd 2 comven rebellion,

In 8 group of fasctory sorkexs =ho pers conaidering s

Por the first tims--heczusa they heard & it for the First Time==r
the pussibility of wages
bull if they would glve

gtay home" Othere would bol say anytbing,reallising that th
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2

her to lack anything.What is mine is hers®jothers would

ramain silsnt and thoughtful.

A woman from the Lom: ong of these

h passion her

workers, joined the discussion.She laid out wi
viewpoint on the issuss which had come out,throwing out also
things which she had bsen besoding about for a long time and

we with her.Firat of all she starzted making it clear that there
would not be anything wrong if once housework is waged men would
decide to do itsand if a man feele plesurs in giving money to
his wife he could keep doing it alsoc after his wife has a wage
of her oun,

s

At one point some said that after all they agreed,

that after 4ll 4%t was right that the State would give women a
wage;aliz after all with fwsmpm two paychecks in the family you
could kap keep your head above wabker.fckbually,in the cass aof

a strika,probably one could get by better.They teld us Ey that
they were struwk by a sentence ou uttered in the square :“No
strike has ever been a general strilke.When half of the popula-
lation works in the home,in the kitchens,while tha othersstrie
keyit is not @ gensral strike".They asked her how she thoughtee
how we thoughte-we would get to this general strike.At this point
she told ther what hed been in her mind for a long timeyand she
answered that in erder to achisve thia they should be rsady to
shut down the factfiries and joinm uz in the squars when we would

decide to have the next demonstration.
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It was a very important straightforuward political direction.
Our strategy allowed us to give some new difaction agso to the
other sectors of the class.

The discussion went on sround”what is housework".
‘Through our words they discovered,some with surprisej,others
with dismay,that they too did housework,even if much less than
women, They dlscovered that fiking the sink and changing the
light bulbs etc. were not smeli EARNEBISERIXRANER favors_they
conceeded grudaingly to their wives,but housework.They disco-
vered that many of the activities they enfaged in every day
were housework.They alsoc began to see more cleafly how this re-
lates to commuting to work.They had already struggled hard to
get it paid as work,but were now able to see it in a new light.
it was not only the hours expended for the bosses outside the
Pactory (time and traveling to and from work),but many more to
be edded to those.And they also began to see more clearly the
shortcomingsaf their struggle around comﬁuting had had,short-
comings which were determined by the limitations of their obe
Jective,and therefore the limitations of the involvment in the

struggle by other sectors of the working class,

It will depend on our strength and level of organisation
ﬁhether the issues raised in this discussion in the square
on the I0 of March will become turning points for the theory
and rsvolutionary practice of the male working class.However,

for the present,let us ses their immediate efffects.
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Firet of all the men started thinking of the hours of house=
work they too perform and of the possibility of bargaining over
this work,precisely because we had opened the struggia around it.
And the fact that we intended to bargain around.this work had
not only opensd their eyaes about #ha aztugl length ef their
working day 3it had slso given theﬁnessential basis of strength
to be able to bargein over it.

Besides this,for the first time some waged males
thought of uniting with us on the basis of our cbjectives (which
not accidentally also expressed their class interest) rather than
repeating to us as usual that we had to unite with them on their
vbjectives,sven if their objesctives never succeeded in expressing

our interests,

Our strategy opsnegDFOt'thc Pirst time the possible
lity of a class unification ,which muu;d happen nen through the
repression of the sectors defined as weak er=-we women Forst of
elle=but springing from mour autonomous organisation as women,
would bring anmew letiel of power for the entire class,rather ﬁhan

a further stretification of power.
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