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Dear Sistors,

Seme things may nrt have boen clear frem the letter the Prwer rf Wpmen Crllective
sent tr subscribers expleining that therc was "a scerirus errvr in tho address list mn
page 2 of rur Jrurnal nr. 3", (tho orrcr being that we included the vie dei Tedi address
in Padrve as a place whero porple cruld crntact vur prliticel perspective.)

(ne inesdequacy rf rur letter is that we wero roferring tr the Centrr Femminista and
shpruld have said sr. It was an rversight rn nur part tr refer t» their address withrut
using their name, and we eprlngise frr this. Anrnther shrrterming is that we did nnt -
suffiriently bring rut what is fundamontel in rur diffarences with this grrup. After
further discussirn we have understrnrd better hrw we can diffor frem other grrups whe
also say that thoy are "frr wages frr hnusewnrk", end we are mrre eonfirmed in our
rriginal viouw.

The implicatirns rf Wages for Hrusewnrk have been crnsiderably develrped sinco this
perspective was first put frnrwaid. This is as a result rf the experience nf different
grrups in different cruntries and rur continual exchange rf informatirn and idess. We
are clearer now abrut what nur perspective means in rrgenisatirnal terms.

The basis »f rur prlitiecs is wrmen'!s werk in the heme. Cur nrgenisatirnal practice
therefrre can nmnly flrw frem this fundamentzl relatinn tr capital which all wnmen sharo.
We have seen that wrmen have been isvlated and sepzerated frrm cach rther by their wnrk
and even by the robellinn against their wrrk. We have seen that wo have beon frrced tn
make limited and 'separated! demands, for child-rare, frr higheor wages in waged ' jrbs,
frr abnrtirn, frr mrney tn live withrut a2 man, struggles which drn't draw immediate
strength frrm cach nther berause they are waged in isnlatien by wrmen in different sit-
vatirns. Thus we havo seen the necessity of making a demand that speaks tr the needs
nf us all, that can bring us trgether, .Wa sct-rut. thorofore tr build a ‘mevemont that
can: bping .tngether ©ll w-maon -8g hruscwivew,. in"all tho diffcerent situsti.no in which wc
find. yureolves = merried/singlc, hetorrscxuzl/lcebien, mithor/n n-mother, with/uith-ut
s socrnd jrb, yrung/nld, thrrugh a campaign frr tho wego, frr cvery woman, rn_an intor-
natirnal lcugl.

Negeativoly, we have experienced in rur struggles as wrmen hnm, unless we domand the
weqo per s, frrm the beginning and frr all wemen, we stand in danger rf being decfeated
either because thore arc nnt enrugh rf us rr beocause the Statc has becn able tr utilise
particular demands for its nun purprss rf cur more intense expleitatirn. (Thers aré
mrre "rpprrtunities" frr wrmen tr get wraged work in the United States nrw than befrre,
but the female wage in rolatinn to the melo wage hes drrpped)

Preitively, we are crnfident rf rur ability tr rrganise that rempaign and win that
wage berause we knrw that hrusewrrk is fundemental tr all wmmen's wrrk, that the need
frr a wage frr that wrrk is fundamental tr 211 wrmen, and that the struggle frr the
wage is a lever nf prwer crmmrn tr us all. Tr raise the demand, tr let all wemen knnrw
that we wamt. a wage frr housewrrk and intend tr win mne, is already a prwer frr all
woman, and precicaly the basis rf nrganisatirn. Our invelvement in individual struggles
dres nrt -centradict but is part of & ramp2ign, integral tn building an prganisatirnal
netwnrk. But nur campaign is itself the strategy for struggle. It is a new strategy
fnr struggle flewing frrm 2 new prliticel perspective, an entirely new evaluatinn nf
the class struggle. Tr reduce rur prlitical activity tr invrlvement in individual
struggles rnly, is tn thrnw nut the analysis nf what is the specific frem in whirch
capital explrits wnmen and the specific response with whirh we proprse tr confrent it.
It is tn negate Wages fnr Hrusewrrk es an analysis becausc we negate the rrganisatinnal
conclusirns that flow frem it.

The repnrt nf the Trivenetn Committee (A Lrng Weekend nf Struggle) has made clear
the ways in which prrpaganda and mass activity are rne. Tr demand wages frr hrusewnrk
internationally, as we said, is already a prwer. Tn crme nut rn:the streets together
in a dempnstratinn for it is insoparable frem the demand. Making nur presence falt
has already made it presible frr wrmen tn raise demands and maka struggles which wers
impnssible befrnre. After @ demrnstratiecn nf 100 cromes a demrnstratirn of 1,000, and
nf 10,000, the possibility nf strike actinn acrrss the lines which civide us, nf activ-
ities thot.. cen hurt the State and be seen as a pnwer tn rther wageless wnrkers as uwsll
as tn the waged. Our campaign is the rrganisatinnal framewnrk uhich will make all
these actirns mpre prssible in a way that rrganising in nne neighbruhord, in one city,
vy nyen in nne cnuntry, can never dn because we can never feel nr ernuvey our crllective



strength to the wageless, isolated but rebellious housewife. In some parts of the world
the struggle for the wage dirertly is quite advenced. The pouwer this generates is 3
magnet which surks us nut of the prrvincialism, natinnalism, isnlatinn and timidity
which has been nur training as wnmen.

In conceiving nf a mass campaign, we are making an nrganisatinnal break with the left
and with politics as they have practiced them. First, they have aluwsys seen themselves
as ?utside the working class. Tn whatsever sectinn they were addressing themselves,
thalr politics in thenry and practice was never bssed nn 8 mutuel experience. We do not
"intervene" in nther women's struggles with Wages for Houseuwnrk. That is ou: strugole,
i;d that is the struggle of all wnmen because all struggies nf women are s??Elees for

8 wage.

Secnnd, the left ignnred us nnt only because they were men (some of them were not) ,
but berause we were unorganisable in their terms. We have an entirely different concep-
tion of what is organisationally pnssible and necessary for us as women whn are isolated
from each other and who find, when we confront capital, another section of the exploited
(men workers) standing in nur way. Our network nf prganisation must overcoms this
isplation and the divisipns among us.

Third, because of their failures, the male left have criticised the working clase:
the working class was backward - it cruld not grasp their perspective, was not ready
for it.

In varying degrees these have been the pnsitinns taken up by some who identify them-
selves with wages for housewnrk. They have felt that 2 mass cempaign for ths.iwage uwas
premature, thet women aré "not ready" for such 2 campaign. Th&s is not our position;
this contradicts the premises of Wages for Housework. We have seen that internatimnally
women are already struggling to refuse work and win money, and the demand for wages
crncretises and expresses what is already present in the struggles women ars making. UWe
are nnt impnsing on "nther" struggles a demand which will "supersede"them but makinga
demand which names explicitly nur mutual goals and makes it possible frr us to drauw on
each other for further pouwsr.

The Centrn Femminista, via dei Tadi, Padova, has repudiated 3 campaign fnr some of
the reaSons abnve. It is not accidentsl then, that they were eble to croperate nrganis-
ationally with women's commissions of male nrganisations. Unable ton break with the org-
anisatinnal practice of the male left, they were unable tn break with the male left
orgenisationally.

The guestinn of the campaign fer the wage for every woman, then, has become the .div-
iding line for us betwsen on the one hand wages for housewerk as one demand among many,
as a slngen which is eye-catching, as a demand which pne day we will struggle for, and
on the other hand Wages for Housewnrk as an internatinnal and revnlutionary feminist -
perspective which we activate now to build the powsr of women on @ mass level now. This
is what we meant when we said in our letter that the Centro Femminista was"not a Wages
for Housewnrk group". The enclnsed document by Ruth Hall is an analysis of the second
internatinnal conference of the Wages for Housewnrk network where all the issues above
are made more explicit. It makes as clear as possible that the issue of the campaignis
the issue of whether we are for nr against Wages for Housewnrk, and is not peculiar to
any cpuntry.

The Powsr of Wemen Cnllective has been asked to nrganise an internatimnal cnnference
in July for thnse groups and individuals who have broad agreement nn this crucial issue
and whp want to compare experiences and work out houw to further the campaign. In coun-
tries where a campaign has already been initiatad, ue accept the judgement of these
grnups which have initiated and are wnrking on the campaign there as to who from that
country should be invited to the conference. In Italy that group is the Trivenetn
Committes.

While there are nrcasinns such as this cnnference when those whp share this political
perspective feel the need to meet on our nwn, this doesn't mean or imply that we aren nt
at all pther times npen to dialngue, discussionn, dommunicatinn and common action with
all tendencies in the feminist movement. We are confident that many feminists will be
increasingly draun to Wages for Housewnrk as a pnlitical and nrganisational strategy on
the basis of their oun experience and as they see for themselues its implications for
wemen's power. In Britein we will' be opgsnising a national conference this autumn open
tp all grrups and individuals who are interested in the perspective.

While we jealrusly guard pur nrganisational autonomy against capital and the male :
left, we just a zealously nurture pur links and relatipns with nther feminist groups.
But tp state our position clearly and to dissociate purselves from what undermines our
position is not sectarian or destructive. e need clarity in Drdegnggfgggagnnaw ground.

In Sisterhnod, Power nf Women Collective



Some whn identify themselves with Wages for Hrusewnrk have felt that a mass rampaign

fnr the wege was premature, that women are 'nnt ready! frnr such @ cempaign. This is

nnt our position; this contradicts the premice of Wages fonr Housewnrk. We have sseen
that internetinnally women are alroady struggling gverywhere tn refuse wnrk and win
money, end demand for wages cnncretises and expresses what is already present in the
struggles that wnmon are makinge We are nnt impreing on ‘'other! struggles a demand
which will !'supersedo! them, but meking a demand which names explicitly our mutual
goals.

The questinn nf @ campaign frr the wage frr every wmeman, then, has becnme the divid-
ing line fnr us betwsen on nne hand wages frr hnusewnrk as one demand amnng many, as
a slngan which is eye-catching, as a demand nne day we struggle for, and on the other
hand wages fnr hnusewnrk s an internatinnal and revrlutinnary feminist perspective
which we activate nnw tn build the power of women nn @ mass level now.

We would like tn invite ynru tn a cnnference where thrse whn are nrgenising, or want
tn nrganise arnund this internatinonal rampaign frr the wage can work nut trgether
thenry, strategy, and tactics. WUe hepe wnmen coming from countries where the mnovement
is less advanced, and some nf the issues dicsrussed abrve have nnt yset been derided,
will be eble at this ronference tn use their internatienal connections tn draw strength
fnr the rampaign. The ronference will be held in Londnn, England on the weekend begin-
ning Fridey, 18th July. If ynu would like tn rome please, cnuld ynu let us know ynur
numbers and when ynu will expert tr arrive, as snon as possible, so that we may have
smme idez nf the size nf the conference and can make arrangements fnr acenmndatinn.
Further details and a8 tentative agends will frllrw shortly.

Tn aunid wasting time on debates that could be ennducted within individual cnuntries
nr cities, this conference is by invitatirn rnly. Sn please regard this invitation as
applying only to the group rr individual named. If you should know nther penpie whom
ynu think should be invited, please let us knnu. We hope, if prssible groups or indiv-
iduals rnuld cnme with enough ropies of prepared reports tno distribute amongst the
rnnference (In English preferably) .

We dn hope ynu will be able tn come, it should prnvide 3 chance for us to move
ahead, cn-nrdinate pur activities,get tn knnw esch nther and foeel onur internatinnal
strength.

Pnwer tn the Sisters

Ppwer nf Wsmen Cnllective
64 Larch Rpnad,
Lendrn NW2, England



INVITATION T AN INTERNATIONAL WAGES FOR HOUSEWGORK CAMPAIGN CONFERENCE

LONDON, JULY 18-20 1975

Dear

The implications of Wages fnr Hnusewnrk have been considerably extended since this
perspective was first put forwsard. This is @ result nf the experience of different’
groups in different countries and nur continual exchange of information and ideas.

The basis of nur pnlitiecs is women's work in the home. (ur nrganisational practice
therefore can nnly flow from this fundamental relatinn tn capital which all women share.
We have seen that women have been isnlated and separated from eoch other by their wnrk=
and even by the rebellinn against their work. We have seen that we have been forced to
meke limited and 'separated! demands, for child-care, for higher wages in waged jobs,
for abnrtirn, for money tn live without a man, struggles which dren't draw immediate
strength frnm each other, because they are waged in isrlatinrn by wnrmen in different
situatinns. Thus we have seen the necsessity nf making a demand that speaks to the needs
of us all, that cen bring us all:together as hnusewives, in all the different situatinns
in which we find nurselves, through 2 campaign for the wege, for svery woman, nn an
international level.

Negatively, we have experienced in nur struggles as wnmen hpw, unless we demand the
wage per se, from the beginning and for all wnmen, we have stood in danger nf baing
defeated either because there were not ennugh nf us or berause the State has been able
tn utilise particular demands for its own purpnse nf our more intense explnitation.

Pnsitively, we are confident of our ability to nrganise that campaign and win that
wage because we know that hnusewnrk is fundamental to all women's work, that the nesd
for 2 wage for that work is fundamental to all women, and that the struggle fnr the
wage is a lever nf power common tn us all. To raise the demand that we want 8 wage for
housework, and intend to win pne, is already power frr all women, and precisely the
basis of nrganisation. Gur involvement in individuel struggles dnes not contradict but
is part of a rempaign, integral tn building an organisational network. But our campaign
is itself the strategy for struggle. It is 2 new strategy for struggle flowing from a
new pnlitiral perspertive, an entirely new evaluatinn of the rlass struggle. To reduce
pur prlitical activity to invnlvement in individual struggles only, is tp throw out
the analysis of what is the specifie form in which capital explnits wnmen and the
specific form with which we prrpose to confrent it. It is to negate Wages for Housework
as an analysis because we negate the nrganisational conclusions that flew from it.

To demand Wages for Hnusewnrk internationally, is already 2 power. Tn cnme out on
the streets together in a demcnstration for it is inseparable from a2 demand. Making
pur presence felt has already made it pnssible fnr wnmen tn raise demands and make stru-
ggles which were impnssible befnre. After @ dempnstration of 100 cnmes a demonstration
of 1000, and of 10000, the pnssibility of strike actinn acrnss the lines which divids
us, nf activities that can hurt the State and be seen as a pouwer to nther wageless
workers as well as to the waged.Our campaign is the nrganisatinnal framewnrk uhich will
make all these actirns more possible in 2 way that organising in one neighbnurhood, in
one city, or even in nne country, can ever dn, because we can never fesl nr convey our
cnllective strength to the wageless, isnlated but rebellinus housewife.

The left have ignpred us not only because they were men (some nf them are nnt) ,but
because we were unprganisable in their terms. We have an entirely different conceptien
nf what is prgenisatinnally possible and necessary for us whn are iepnlated from each
nther. Our netwunrk nf organisatinn must nvercnme this isnplatinn and the divisions among
us .

In some parts nf the world the struggle for the wage directly is quite advanced.
The power this generates is a magnet whirh sucks us put of the prnvincialism, national -
ism, isplation and timidity which has been our training as wemen .



INVITATION TC AN INTERNATIONAL WAGES FCOR HOUSEWORK CAMPAIGN CONFERENCE
LONDON, JULY 18-20 1975

Dear

The implications nf Wages fnr Hnusewnrk have been considerably extended since this
perspective was first put forward. This is a result nf the experience of different’
groups in different ecnuntries and nur continual exchange of informatinn and ideas.

The basis nf pur pnlities is women's work in the home. (ur nrganisational practice
therefore can nnly flow from this fundamental relation tn capital which all wemen share.
We have seen that wnmen have been isnlated and separated from each onther by their work=
and even by the rebellinn against their work. We have seen that we have been fnrced to
meke limited and 'separated' demands, for child-care, for higher wages in waged jobs,
for abertirn, for money tn live without a man, struggles which drn't draw immediate
strength from sach other, bscause they are waged in isrlatinn by wrmen in different
eituatinns. Thus we have seen the necessity nf making @ demand that speaks to the needs
of us all, that can bring us all: together as hnusewives, in all the different situatirns
in which we find nurselves, through 2 cempaign for the wege, for every woman, on an
international level.

Negatively, we have experienced in nur struggles as women houw, unless we demand tie
wage per se, frnm the beginning and for all wnmen, we have stood in danger nf baing
defeated either because there wers not ennugh nf us or berause the State has been abls
tn utilise particular demands for its ouwn purpose nf our more intense explnitation.

Ppsitively, we are confident of pur ability to prganise that campaign and win that
wage because we know that hnusewnrk is fundamental to all wnmen'!s work, that the need
for @ wage for that work is fundamental to 2ll women, and that the struggle fnr the
wage is @ lever nf pnwer commeon tn us all. To reise the demand that we want a wage for
housework, and intend to win one, is already power frr all women, and precisely the
basis of nrganisation. COur invnlvement in individuzl struggles dnes not contradict but
is part nf a rampaign, integral tn building an organisational network. But our campaign
is itself the strategy for struggle. It is 2 new strategy for struggle flowing from a
new pnlitical perspertive, an entirely new evaluatinn of the rlass struggle. To reduce
pur pnlitical activity to invnlvement in individuel struggles only, is o throu out
the analysis nf uwhat is the specific form in which capital explnits wmmen and the
specific form with which we prrpose to confrent it. It is to negate Wages for Housewonrk
as an analysis because we negate the nrganisational conclusions that flpw from it.

To demand Wsges for Housewnrk internationally, is @lready a powsr. Tn cnme out on
the strests together in 2 demonstratinn fnr it is inseparable from a2 demand. Making
nur presence felt has already made it pnssible for wnmen tn raise demands and make stru-
ggles which were impnssible befnre. After a demonstration nof 100 comes a demonstration
pf 1000, and of 10000, the pnssibility of strike actinn arrnss the lines which divide
us, nf activities that can hurt the State and be seen as a power to nther wageless:
workers as well as to the waged.Our campaign is the nrganisatinnal fremewnrk which will
make a2ll these actions more possible in a way that organising in one neighbnurhood, in
cne city, or even in nne country, can ever dn, because we can never feel nr convey our
cnllective strength to the wageless, isnlated but rebellinus housewife.

The left have ignored us not only because they were men (some nf them are nnt) ,but
because we were unprganisable in their terms. We have an entirely different cenceptinn
nf what is prganisatipnally pnssible and necessary for us whn are isnlated from each
nther. Our netwnrk nf prganisatinn must nvercome this isnlatinn and the divisions among
us .

In snome parts nf the world the struggle for the wege directly ie quite advanced.
The power this generates is a magnet whirh sucks us out of the prnvincialism, national -
ism, isolation and timidity which has been our training @s wrcmen.



Some whn identify themselves with Wages for Hrusewnrk have felt that a mass rampaign

fnr the wage was premature, that women are 'nnt ready! frr such a rempaign. This is

nnt nur positinng this rontradicts the premice of Wages frr Houssunrk. We have seen
that internatinnally women are alroady struggling sverywhers tn refuse wnrk and win
money, and demand for wages concretises and expraesses uwhat is already present in the
struggles that wmmen are making. We are nnt impnsing on ‘other! struggles a demand
which will 'supersedo' them, but making a demand which names explicitly nur mutual
gnals.

The qusestinn nf a campaign for the wage for every woman, then, has becnme the divid-
ing line fnr us between on nrne hand wages for hnusewnrk as one demand amnng many, as
a slngan uwhich is eye-catching, as a demand nne day we struggle for, and on the nther
hand wages fnr hnusework 3s an internatinnal and revnlutinnary feminist perspective
which we activate nnw to build the power nf women nn 8 mass level now.

We would like tn invite ynu to a conference where thnse whn are nrganising, or want
tn nrgenise around this internatinnal rampaign frr the wage can work nut trgether
thenry, strategy, and tactics. WUe hope wnmen coming from countries where the movement
is less advanced, and some of the issuses disrussed above have nnt yet been decided,
will be able at this ronference to use their international connections tn drauw strength
frnr the rampaign. The conference will be held in London, England nn the weekend begin-
ning Fridesy, 18th July. If ynu would like tn rome pleese, cnuld ynu let us know ypur
numbere and when ynu will expert t~ arrive, as soon as possible, so thet we may have
snme idea nf the size nf the cenference and can make arrangements fnr acenmpdatinn.
Further details and a tentative agenda will frllrw shortly.

Tn aunid wasting time on debates that cruld be cnnducted within individual cnuntries
nr cities, this crnference is by inuitatirn pnly. Sn please regard this invitatinon as
applying only tw the group for individual named. If yru should knnw nther penpie whom
you think should be invited, please let us knnw. We hope, if prssible groups or indiv-
iduals cnuld cnme with enough copies of prepared repnrts tn distribute ampongst the
cnnference (In English preferably) .

We dn hope ynu will be able tn come, it shnuld prrvide a chance for us to moue
ahead, cn-prdinate our activitieg,get tn knnuw each nther and feel nur internatinnal
strength.

Pnwer trn the Sisters

Power nf WUnmen Cnllective
64 Larch Rnad,
Londrn NW2, England



