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i 23 Sept 1974
My dear Rosa,

Your news about the women from the factory in Udine coming to you is really great and
you must keep us informed about everything. e here are getting ready to have a stall
in a market in London to begin propaganda for the wage, hopefully to spread to all

parts of London and to other parts of the country. But it will be slou, and penpd e
are uncertain that at this point we must "cast our bread upon the water", that is, make
propaganda as widely as we can so that wemen begin to take it up or come to us to help
with what they are already doing. There are so many possibilities but forces are small.
Wg shall be dependent on what Lotta Femminista does in terms of its mass activity. I
know you are ambigupus about this, but it seems thet the working class there has made
the decision for you. Am I wrong? Perhaps I have misunderstood the Udine news.

I enclose a letter to Judith which you may find idteresting if ynu have the time. The
popssibility of my making a whole lot of money in two weeks has fallen through
completely and I'm very demoralised abnut it. WNor can I keep going away for wesks at a
time and coming back. I always find some kind of a mess - almost three months in the
spri of '73, 5 weeks in the spring of !74, and now Germany and then the meeting in

NY ondthe 25th, and some speaking at least to pay my fare and mExk living expenses

- the rent still has to be paid while I'm away. I am still wedded o this typeuwriter,

@S ', which deeply depresses me.

;d 3¢ The new printing of POW in English with the riss in price is now out. Wefve tried to
see where we can make publiciiy here but unless we pat time aside for that, it ceems

ﬁ g: impossible. In any case it has begun to move in England ss much as in the States and
that is important. I want to change the bisgraphy for the cover. I think yours is a

% bit 2cademic 2nd mine top brief. It dnmesn't even mesticn the POUW Collective. Can you

shorten yours and take away at the same time the academic flavour? Then there would be
a bit more room for Britain.
Lo T g FE

ve, in my usual haste,

/
e L auclD



17 September 1974
fly desr Judith,

1 got your letter in Padova and Sallie's letter when I returned &» England
pn the Bth Sept. I'll enswer Sallie separately.

Your neuws is meost enceuraging. The Mother-Led Union is something we need
more Hetsiled information abaut - @ report would bs exsellent for the

next issue of the journal which becamex mnre popular with the second issue
and will become even mnre pppulsr with the third. We'resven toying with the
idea of cutting the size in half end coming out wmpore regularly, but this

is ceonnected with having a stall in the merket, wages for housewnrk tea-
cloths and perhaps mugs on sals, popular pamphlets, posters stc. To be
there svery week where women can get tn know us and where we can get to
know what®s happening, we feel,is the next step for us. Ue're trying hard
to maintain that delicats balance beatwsen getting involved with one
patticular set of women and throwing out genevel ppopeganda on the one hand
and betwsen acting on the streets and doing cur theoretical work on the
pther. It is difficult. UWe sweat through meetings, but there is a2 very
quiet elatinn/frustration efter them.

Our collective hes not groun in séze but it's changed comppsition, and
there is a gond cors of us now who are ready o sleg our guts ocut and

are getting clearer esvery day that vhet we do dmmmxank must be unique to
us, not only within the perspsctive. Ue also ere losing that fesr thet

if we do something end it doesn®t succead (I don't sse how it cen feil but
there’s a big diffesence between succesding and nnt failing), that does oot
maks us any less certain of sur politicsl perspective. Another problem is
that we must continually rework our relation to the woment®s movement. Ue
are less and lese like anything thers every day, and yet I feel strongly

- and I think some women disagree - that we would be much weaker if that
movement did net exist. I%m alsp anxious to be in touch with the women
that movement atiracts and anxious te influence that movement. That we hawv
alrsady done %m to & brge degree. Everybody is discussing the

housewife. Still, @ good chunk of the movement iz in something called

the Wemen's Chéfter, which is sbout “eguality® and making it easy for

women to go out for wegsd work. Ws can't waste top much time attacking
that but ws have to say something. A continual living dilemma which we
have to decide on tactically at evéry point.

There is np questinn that whotever you dn there,is o grest strength for us.
By the way, you must immediastely send us any information you heve aboub
the nurses. We are not invelved with the nursesz but are using their
struggle to undermins the idea thet service workers, houssuwives for
example, cen't strike.

Now to more practicel matters. 1 agres that the newsletter is put for the
time being. It will come up 2ga2in, but ws wust use correspondence more.
But we must alse use the POY journal. The Canadian Wpmen®s Educatienal
Press ordered 100 of each issue and sent back 50 of the first. Vha group
you have been in touch with of Lesbian women - do they want copies of no.l?
Not knpwing that CUEP didn't want the 100 they ordsred, we sent annther

100 of no.2. WILL YOU PLEASE:- 2. go to them and ask them for the money for
the 50 of no. 13 b) take from them the 50 of nn.2 unless they now want it.
c) tell us whet you want in adek¥ addition to this. Ip any case I'm sendin
50 with Bethx for you. I°m not worried if you don®t sell them immedistely,
bacause I%m hoping to be in the Ststes in the fall. More of this latér.

Sapansiy I wanttn meke a general peint about the journsl. The tradition
in Britain is not teo spendwmoney on pelitics and so ws are having some

difPiculty selling the journal. There is also the fact thet there isn't |
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much money saround. Ue are publishing in English, end it ssems to me that
the journal can be useful to you there, and I'm absolutely certain that
whet you can sell there and how much propaganda you can make about it there
is absdutely vital for our financial stsbility. Te put a journsl together
with some regulerity in terms of %ime and money is & big enterprise, and
if it were net in English I doubt we would have launched it at all. if
you and pthers feel that 40c wholesals and 60 retail {or whatever you want
to sell it st) is too much, then you should say. I think wve should put
a N. Americen price on it fer single issues next number and I'd like %o
hear what you think about this. This of course presumes that there will
ba neus of other countries, and ypu cen ses by this second issue that
internctional is very much mixed up with nstional. Ths editerial I think
ie top introverted, but that is a problem which we are sware we must
overcome, and I think it will have @ gensral appeal. If it does not, then
plesse tell us so and whj_ﬁgi, so we can begin to chenge its character if
that is compatible with it being "British". But then if you look around
ot what else is published at this time in Britain it is pet British.
I get megazines and neuspapers from the S totes which I've just stepped
reading becauss I%e hsard it all befors. (By the way, if thers are sther
journels, etc., of which this is not &rue, please let us know!)

This moves me right intp my trip to the States, beceuse one of %the things

I would be coming tp accomplish is &e put the journal en the mep so to spes
I want very much &o come for the meating on tha 25th October, bub thare
must be some way of getting a lot of wmeney very fast frem the Establishment
I'ye hardly earned any money in the lest yesr. As it happens weExy for
strange circumetances I'm still able o live. But capitel doesn't work
thet way. Silvis is trying to get me some bread all in & lump and whataver
glse can be pRE picked up quickly and quietly without my coming backlta
Britein as a liebility. If that comes off I shsll get a 22-45 day
excursinn flight and sxpubik¥ omong other things a2 public meeting in

Toronte is on the agenda.

it seems to me thst you all can have s smacking good public meeting in
Toronto before that, fxmm going by your letter. A penel of women, three
or four, directly vsleted tn uhat you are doing, or more gsneral using
that as an illustraticn of whet you have to say.

I'm glad the postors found approval but, my deer, they were net for giving
away bot for saelling! Us wers charging i0p. hers - 25c¢ - and you might

be able tv get mere than that. Anything we send is for gelling. Ue are
completely cepitelistic!

By the way, the grsup of Lesbian women may went tn mimeograph the article
on lesbianism in issue np. 1 as an advert for the joprnal and as good
propaganda for themsslves.

Another agide: if there is anyone cowing this wey, do please ask them to
bring 8 pile of the Mother Led Unicn propagends to circulate m in the
women s mpvemsnt here and on our stall. At the Edinburgh national women'®s
conference we were the ocnly ones who had Germen, French and Italian
material as well ss our nun. Ue were very proud of that end felt also thaf
it expressed our unigueness - and our POWer.

There is a sentence in your letter on p.2 "As to questions such as the
differences between orgenisatiocnal end pelitical auteoneomy, etc., I remain
unclear...” that struck me. It is one of the questions that is wxw on the
agenda everyuhsre and espscially here for the Big Flamg,ppgen. BF has
groun considerably. They have just put out a paaphle¥ which begins by
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distinguishing betwsen werking class and bourgeeis reformism (presumably
Allende was a working clsss reformist). The women in BF are lopking at us
Xnot because of this but because we seem to have things %o say about
vorking class struggle which, being feminist, are more to the peint sven
for men. Can thess who are feminist among them afford to leave them men?
This is not only a general politicel question but a highly persenel one.

As I look around, I see that aeven those of us who have not chosen to, have
found opurselves outside of the male snrk dominated social milieu z=md in the
process of pursuing sur own politics. Ffer those who e are wmhre far-sesing
or more sensitive, I think the question of orgenisational vs. political
autonomy ie spmetimes perceived for what it inevitebly bscomes - saoeial
autonomy. And in a men®s world, secial autonomy for women has at least
strong overtones fxmm of social ispletion from men. I think this is a
gquestion thset should be publicly explored and one I hops the POUY
collective will discuss. {We®ll be having a rap sessipn every other week
now for those and only for those whe went toc come. The sexual question

is still wide open as far as I'm concerned, and Ruth alse feels it's time
we Tound some thinge out and breadened our pelitics in this vitel
direction.) I must here add thst for the first time in the last few useks
I%ve discovered that breaking from men, making your own pelitics snd not
acknouwledging their existence pelitically or rather not concentrating on it
debating, discussing, exchanging information with them, is deeply
frightening to them to the psint where they cell it secterisn. MNst so far
femoved from the men in Rome who trisd tr beat @s saying that since we met
alpne ws were fascist.

One of the meost important ways, it seems to me, that this can be deslt with
politically is to spread our political perspective to sectiens of the
working class whr are not women so thet we s® have more power. That sounds
like a direct contradictien with what I said above, but it's not. RACE
TODAY has been an enormous source of powsr for us here and I think hes
helped te get the Black Wemen's Croup off the ground, snother source of
power for a largely uwhite women's collective. We have a milisu, while each
of us has complete political and orgenisational autonomy. Uhat I%m

reslly saying is thsai it's the vhite men who tend to resist becausae they
don?t have a movement cutside of the factory %o which they can relate.

I think RT can help in other countries which are EngliBh-speaking. 1

still felt in Canada (and of course in MY) thet the white men whe
*understand® pur perspective see it reelly subsumed in theirs. I% is not.
This we have not made clear. Az we clarify this, bresking organksetisnally
and politically is not so difficult because we move not to less power,

as it appears nouw, but to wore power. The social implications, houwsver,
remain and I just dnn't know what the hell to do abeut it if we pm aren’t
prepered to be gay, for whatever resson. I have in the back of my mind
that the pol end org. break gn -z @massive gecsle will pave the way for the
transcendsnce nf this very fundamental problem and nothing else will.

I hope this letter is not tpo jumbled and unclear. In soms parks I'm
thinking put lpud, and in aeny case I have at the back of my mind that I°*l1
be seeing you spon and we can talk. My six weeks in Italy were not happy
but they were restful and now that I'm hoPf I'm happy end rested and

very enthusiastic about the coming months. 1911 probably be going to
Germany mid-October (Rpsa wes there in the spring but could not spsak at
every city., I was to be with her and am glad that ws divided rather than
duplicated the werk). If Silviaz and %ka Jans are abls tn arrange for me
to make some bread 1?11 go almost immediately after to NY and have somethin
more concrete to reportabout Eurspe. // I'm glad Silvia is close at hand to
give you the support ypu'll need during a critical time, and I'm hoping ver
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