fly dear Silvia,

I hope that I didn'¢ misunderstend yocur phone call. 1 figured you were
paying and was nerveus about ths time. But later it dawned on me that
perhaps yeu waren't and that I shouldn't have been so abrupt, that I
didn*t have %o be. Anyway forgive we and put ii doun to nervousness about
telephone bille. I%1l try to call you again next weekk in the same way

su wo can chat. But I heve to go into toun to do that, and averything is
vory difficult for me physically thess days. 1 just wrote the fallewing
to George (R)
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“The fact of the wmatter is that the trip utterly exhausted me, and 88 soon
as I lended I got i1l with abeout helf a dozen ceupleints. I think Ifve
overdone it, and py sicslly I'm flat. Then I hed te foce a political crisi
in the enllettive, and on top of that going back to typing fer the BBC.
I2'a all besn a bit much, but I'w copigg. The real problem with ewsrykhlng
or almest everything in my life now is that a reletively 6e small group ef
pecple are in any way reflecting the enermous eocial acts of the working
glass here. ilone of them has the experisnce thet we hsve (uwith the
Ay “ff”i\\sxcept~an af Priscilla) or the deteraination to de it anywey (with the

&+ p { Sewaptisn of Ruth} in srder te battle through the enormous odds that presen
/ v 7 themsslves in the form of not ooly the left but the shit they have
C st Y, diseeminated in the movemunt (end I'm nnt enly speaking about the women®s
TN 3 movoment) «  When in Britain you strip eff sne layer of ssclal demscracy

(L7 *  undsrneath it ie - another layer of socizl democracy. Vo held a political

1ine in such {en the grand scsle) magnificent times is en agony when
{on tha small scale - that is, vour immediate sl lisu) the times have
barely ch@nged. And I think I detect in mysslf a growing dissatisfacticn
with Eurspe, sspanially with Britein. Ths working class is great, but for
the first time in almest 20 yeers I'n tired of being palits about
exploitation. The Uest Indian comnunity hes kept m¢ alive politically and
in every way, and yet my public political life hes been clsewhera. I think
it is time te gn home. And yet I can®t de that sither. Ab well, we do the
best we can. 1'm fine really, but it®s better to knvu your problems than
to hide them from yourself, even though thare is no inmediate selution.
The POU journsl is @ grest #ictory and I%a depressed to see the wemen dontl
gven know vhat they have dene shich is sp gond and ec new and so worklog
clas8e ooas

"Ityg read Panlu's deocument very carefully now and made notes. If I have
any time and/pr ensrgy I'l) write e letter te you or Silvia about what I

J think. 1%11 also gst dowun &v typing out those notes which, a9 I read them
U again, I'm cenvinced are ths beginning @f the great dsbate on organisation
which is inevitable. e are not agoindgt Legniniswm becauss it leads. e are
egainst Leninism because of whers it wents to lead ws. Ameng other things,
this is the only way fiselly t» rid cureslves of our Liberterian fnllouers.
The State will not wither sway beceuse we sre nice to each other in
comnunes. It will pot withor sway at @ll unles® the wark which it is

there to ses dons withers away. To speak of the State today is to speak of
work discipline - uprkers? state,eny statz. Cuba is the prime sxamplo.

ho could heve done mers for the workers? 0K, China. And that tears it.
But it is net Eurccentric ts demend that the wealth be returned tc the
Third WYorld end not in the fora of factories. Only that will build the
new internstional. But this is premised on the propesition that the Third
Uorld neede the compunist seccisty. #And that is = new and revolutippary
preposition. It is the oppusite of "It will do thews goed™, All this has
tp be worked out, but I koow I'm right, end that shifting from the wageless
to the waged and then returning to the waged from that point of view is the
class point ef view. 4 But I am alpne hers, and that is hard.®
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And, my dear Silvia, it is hord. Gambiom hes assured me that I get ay
“nlace in the sun® this August, and I shall have to get threough flay, Juns
and July befere 1 get my sun bonus. But we'll eangge. The troutle in tho |
cnllective is melnly due to what I describe above. It is difficult for wama
to commit themselves tetally tp a politice uvhich, in the context of Oriteiny
seems sp way oub, so wnschievsble. And yet there are sc many aigns here
that we ®re geing to go placss. Tw fourteeniyear-old girla sh at & schoel
vhere I spbke a2 feow months age are circuleting @ petitien for wages for
schoplworks. A thousends school kids, sbout 700 black, were shouting it at
their recent dempnstration protesting three black kids which hed been
arrested and bwaten. UWives of car workers in Cowley, Oxford, went on 2
demonstretion against the unisn palling their men out on sirike all the timg
- they eaid they nzed the meney. It is a pit mixed up but 250 women -
hpousewives merching doun the strost against the union 1s gasd encugh to
begin with. And they said you can®i srgenise housewives! The uwomen in the
cnllective have risen tp this magnificently. #As I am surprised when they
don't see 2 victory, I'@m surprised shen they eo cleerly do, in spite ef

211 the mystification of the women demasnding thet their men return &o worke.

And so se go on. On Sunday we will have @ mesting th thrash cut the
preblems, and I'm more bhan hopeful, I'n confident. But I know after this
cpisis will be mnpther, and andbher and ancther, peoause of how little

powsr we have here, how 1ittls they sens the power we havs sbroed and slso
- not to be forgstien - to refuse work ofien gees hand in hand with refusin
to do anything in a crnsistent, srgenised and disciplined way. That is &
working clase crisis and we must learn te deal with it, how it is best to |
livews and work wi:h it. It will ot ge 2wy,

To buginess. I%ve read your article. Ii's vary gend, but I think it

nesds cuiiing. Iv%ve resd it once and glven it to p2 Priscilla to read.

1 want to pressnt it tp the cellective meating on the journal which will be
some time after the Sunday mesting. [%we not yet read the ene on welfare.

Ths twe books I left sre now rather urgent &o me. Can brether Bichasl pest
thew in any expensmive and fast way? If not, sea mail. DUNYT SPEND THE
RONEY, PLEASEL, of sending them by aird

Thanks for the cuitings which errived ihis worning. They demend & hreadih
of understending new which I fesl physicslly incapable of giving theuw. Ny
head is 2 Jumble of ideas. But I'll go through them in time, end the Harlar
Ly. pos is vital.

Absut Sarite. ORhe!s a welle-npanicg woman, bulb ghe aluweys ultinatsly talks
shit, end has no undersianding of pelitics, song. Eveory day shs changes hex
mind and wandsrs through the world making varioue fores of trouble. You
should have been warned. She tetally misunderstopd the Italian situation,
and is probebly making 2 mess asbout explaining the Lendon sitvetion Hoo.
oro of the important things about Leaden is that a numbsr of wemen in the
epllective have “hecome® gay. Gay pespls, especially gay wemen, have ap
little power in this country thai their first impulse is to cut themselves
off from class politics. Thet doesn't worry 0e; they will or will aot find
their vay back. Ii's up to them. Thers are enough of us to go on in any
case. 1I1'1) write or call after the meating on Sunday, te let you know houw
things stand.

The Toronto trip wes a terrible mess in many ways. The ex-New Tendendy
women (Judith is still in and sec is Frances) sre just now coming tu
feminism. In the year since we wers there, Angela aad four other women
formed what can only be described as e clique. They talk constantly about

o
E%ﬁZP/uéqﬁf,&EP.Pfﬁavﬂsﬁévq;, but_hays net grasped what it means and Angela
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Since Uriting the abeve a great many things have happensd. First,
Priscilla hed a hysterectemy twe days age snd is etill in the

serind ef pain, will be for & ceuple of days yet. Se it has meant 2
let of phene calls and rushing back and forth te hespitsl. But she is
a brave wemen and will make it.

Second, we had an excellent cnllective westing. I1°l1l send you the
decuments thet have bess written by different women (I den®t have
extra cepies right now). The one that really pulled the cellective
together was one by a black sister whe sald thet the preblem was that
BsRer Sene uwomen identified thsir sun nesds as separate frem the neads
of sther wemen, and thet that was the basis of racism. Fer examples,
if @ woman was mxh single witheut children, she saw the prablems af
the full-time heusewife/msther 28 sutside her ewn need. Se hew ceuld
she, if she was white, see ths black weman's needs a8 her pwn? Hsre
are the netes en Leninism agein: the hemegeneity of werking class

need and thes heteregenééty of werking class experience. The wsmen |
really understeed this.

Just es imperient, the radical feminists whe left the collective havse
already been replaced by srue wemen in Reading (abeut 50 miles frem
Lenden) ahe are superb. In many importent respects, the last
cellective meeting was really the first working cless mseting I've sver
attended inthe vomen's mevement. It's clear frem this that the journal
has to take now another directisni it must ge dewn. That is, it sheuld
be sined, or radher tend to be aimed, at wemen arsund the wemen's
mevement and suteide it, rather than te those inside it, whe have
already RmExkke suffered the impact ef the left.

In additien, I've had twe long diecussiecns with the wewan in fexirce,
who is English (and the grandnieme of the woman whe eriginally

prepesed Famly Allswance), whe ie errenging fer publicatign ef POWER OF
UCHEN there. She is very fine, is raturninglin September, and has
given us fer publicetien an article en the Mexican mevement. Together
with the stuff from italy, ws have the basis of & resl internatisnal
number. She believes, by the way, that snce the beek is published

Resa snd/or I might be invbted to fexice te speak. That weuld bae
sengatipnal.

The next issue of RACE TUDAY will carry & double size editorial un

the Portuguese coup. I think ysu will recegnise the style. § Ue had
to deo it in & great hurpry, with the printers breathing down sur necks,
but it will still be the best thing published in Britain abeut it. Here
again, the wageless have overiurned a State power. This time it was
primarily the wegeless ef Pertuguess Africs. I hed rather an argument
with an associate of Toni iegri who teld me ebeut the working class
which was “marginalised™. That is really the legic of capital. They
marginalise yosu and it is asssumed by these extraparliamentary geniuses
that you allew yourself te stay marginelised. It is reslly quite
absurd. And it is se nice te have the proef of Pertugal.

The neas of your group is great. I think Jens's paper is fine, and it
deesn't worry me that she spesks about“spcislisd®. She is wmaking her

way tn ssmething and if she uses words that people are fesmiliar with,

and infuses them with anether content, that mey itsslf be useful. De

tell her I think it's a great beginning.

The paople whe have read ysur article here like it very much. Ruth is
scetatic! She doesn't want te cut anything. I still think it can be
triomed, and 1'11 hsve ancther losk at it. It is suitable here because

8 lot of greunduerk has already besn pal®id, but I can gsea that in
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the US mere wpuld have to be expleined until peeple get used to the
neuness of the idems. I L[ (e gers Coutnes Co {lw A, 1o
he {elpted Lo 700 (Llddatad. J
Talkin? of the newness nf idess, listen to the lstter we got from a
weman in Yindser, Cenfida.

“Bear Paople,

Please start my subscription with the issus followin. Vsl. 1 He. 1
flarch/April °74. Thenk you.

I really enjoyed Usl.l. Wo.l. Besides being infdrmative, it was elso
challenging. Wasges for housswork @s a perspective, for me, poses a
naw way of loekingat tlass struggle. But it is hard te come to grips
with for se meny of the old traditional ways ef loeking at things hold
on. The firet issue helped @me explore more cencreitely what wages fer
housewerk weans particularly the shoplifting article, @n the Spot and
Leaving Hema.

Thank you and kesep publishing.
In struggle, Reni®

1011 send the address to Judith. But the handuriting indicates that
it is net an academic, £ just an ordinary human genius.

The nus of the film en qu%h ie great, and Esther would dearly love to
take a flight immediately te NY te be invelved. If thers is any way
we can hep from here, let us koouw.

A upman frem LF in Padove just last night delivered sll the stuff of
merch 8/9/10. It is really formidable. 1 alsc hsve the speechse that
different women made on tho 10th and frea what Harialba said it is
Pelda'es speech which needs translating mest. Se we'll try to de it here
for the jeurnal. (All ideas for the jsurnsl of course must ge te the
cpllective, but I'® preparing becsuse we are already @ bit later than
we intended. Thabks, by the way, for the bread. Ue need all we can
get.) Alse we expect to get seme phoios ef the avent.

I interviewed the twe l4-ysar-eld wemen yesterday and they were
magnifiesnt. Yeu will get a copy ef tho interview when I transcribe it.
There is very little abeut pslitics that the ysunger gensratien has te
learn. These twe are plenning te orgenise the whole of seuth Lenden,
and then cems north. They are thinking in terms of strikes and
demenstretiens, and are trying te involve their parents, with quits
goed succese. They have epaned the whole gusstion, by the way, of the
financial fate nf children uf if their mother has & wage. These two
hove mothere whe work sutside of the home and are quite asare that
they have spending meney becsuss ef that. Isn't it like a puzzle and
every day a8 new piece fits in, giving more of an idea of what the
whele picture is like?

Se I am much mere hepeful end beuyant than when I wrste on the 30th,
and not half as tired. I've been teking it quite essy, really, axcept
that there remain the pressures. I think I shall net let pyself get
that tired sver agein except for the Xas insurrsction itself, Thanks
fer all ysu have sent. I'é%;try te cell yeu again. fuch love, and
pewer toc all the sisters. gf’/

PS. Thanks for all the meney. That 3150 ceme at e goed time. Special
kiss feor Leoncitso and Marielens.




