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IPS Encyclop 1 Volure on Women

Coletta Peid, largarel Sr

tors: Charlotte Punch, Rita Mae

11 focus on an analysis of the oppression of women in

This wvolume 1

contemporary Amovican society and sketch a vision of a society in which

worien are no longer oppressed and the personal and political relations

ave significantly altered. ciem damages all

among people of both se:

poople. However, the system of male supremacy also gives men material and

lass, race, national and

Q

s which have varied across

For this reason we will concentrate our attention

v controlled and exploited

primarily on the group which has been rost directl

17oMmenN .

by the division between the se

Present fnalysis, Future Vision

T. Primary Essay:

The primary essay will analyze the historical dévelopment of women oppres
sion in pre-capitalist society, will cxamine the basic aspects of women's
lives in advanced capitalist society indicating the major contradictions in-
volved, and will discuss the changes in institutions and consciousness that
arc necessary and sufficient to end that oppression and create more fulfilling
possibilities among people in the Lutuwva

The onvr ssion of women is sometimes viewed as a static condition which
is a reflection of a natural division of labor and as such is not subject to
donscious change., Fowever, women's constantly changing condition clearly
indicates that the particular form of her oppression is historically deter-
mined. Our effort will be to place the condition of women in its active
historical setting, indicating the effect women's work and social role has had

on the development and maintenance of culture and examining the different ways

in which various cultures have defined women. Specifically we will discuss how
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capitalist socd

" the new structures, relation-

H

might be in th c. Ve have divided

sion into four catepgorics:

tion of property and possession in the family?

ily? Vhat are allternative economic

and social units that could replace the family? How would these provide
emotional security, childrearing, economic stability, etc.? What would happen
to traditional taboos? How would different “family forms" co-exist--cormunes,

new forms of marriage, etc.? What are alternative methods of reproduction

and how coul

n

what ends? Who is ultimately responsible for the well-being of children?
What are alternative means of childcare: daycare centers, kibbutz, etc.?
How should children be socialized, especially around sex roles? What con-

nections are there between the oppression of women and the oppression of chil-

dren?

2s Economic exploitation in the home (housework) arnd in the Jjob market:

How basic to women's o’pprossion is the sexual division of labor? What is the
relationship of women's work to surplus value? UVhat are alternatives to pri-
vatized houseworl: industrialization of services, communal llvu*g, etc.?
Should monetary value be given to work in the home? How does the organization
.of production outside of the home oppress women? ihat changes must be made
in the economy and workplace to benefit women: worker's control s Wages and
promotion, etc.? What are the implications of present trends toward inta-

gration of women into the capitalist work systen?




relationships and in society as a whole?

soxuality as an institution and ideology in the

in shaping the consciousness, chavacter, and expectations

in "our place?"” How does homosex-

does hetorosexuality function to keep womer
vality affect identity and sex role socialization? How does the socialization

sy

of sex roles--mascu Jim and feminine-—~deten

identity and psychology oi
individuals? What is the place of the ideology of sox roles in conditioning

o

women to be inferior? FHow do human relationshivs mect our emotional needs for
love, security, intimacy? How do we deal with jealousy, envy, hostility? How
are these affected by different life styles~-group livirg, living in nuclear
couplos, living with or without members of the opposite seix, living alone?

Tn working on the questions outlined above, the essay will include
discussion of many questions raised in other volumes of the Encyclopedia,
particularly in relation to race, class, culture and forms of political
control, A fundamental question we share with other projects is what are
the possibilities for resolving the contradiction between indiwvidual needs
and socially useful and practical methods of organizing groups of indivi-
duals, Ve seek to outline possibili“cios that are adequate for meeting the

needs of women and other people who have heen denicd self determination under

white male control.
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and forn of one's lLife

Our perspective is that women can never have self determination in a
society organized; controlled

carmot control. their own lives

to men (wife;
arc guarcenteed basic humen nceds and the physical and psychic space to define
themselves. .

The Tivrst auestion to answer is what brings about women's consclousness

section will evaluate efforts

by woren to gain greater self determination and self control. Ve will discuss

tho major strategies being proposed for changing the present condition of
women's lives, discuss the problems cach strategy involves ¢ and how different
approachos complement or contradict oach other. Ve will indicate what have
boen the failures of past efforts in action and in analysis. We will attempt

11 take and what

to outline the stages of development a woman's strug
sorme of the indicators of success are and will be. We will also discuss how
the process of creating a rcvolution affects ones goals and the society you
create and how the choices made along the way determine the choices you
have in the end.

Whilo wo approach the question of strategy from our own position as
woron in the independent women's movemont for several years, we will not

Jimit the discussions of strategies to our own. Ve will discuss efforts in



TIIT Short ecssays dealing with specific aspects of the analysis and vision

in depth might include:

deihee
2. Mtornative means of roproduction
3. Sexvality as part of selfhood for women

Iy selfhood for men
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5. llowr Yamily Forms

6. Iancuage as a tool of oppression or liberation

7. The role of the arts

8. Relicion- ancient roligion's focus on women and its meaning today
9., Intivacy, love, security and jealousy .

10. Analysis of tutions which mirror the society at large, ege

5

article on prisons and how sexuality is reflected in one's political situation

o
£L

1. Discussion of spocific institutions and how they would be dil eront in
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Francos

Roy Bddy,; Iinda Gordon,

Cado, Frau Cox, Gone
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ved Slougsh, someone

Vivian Gronick,

from the arts group-

Collective in DC.

fov=Dec 1972

1. Divido responsibilities for primary essay

2. Contact rorsons for advisory committee (above list)

3. Discuss volume with potential contributors

L, Plan a springtime meoting of consultants and potential contributors to
go over idoas and work of volume in progress

Jan=Juno 1973

1. Vork on resoarch and initial drafls of primery essey

2, Dditors travel and discuss the volume with others (Charlotite in Africa and
Buropo; Rita and Coletta in US
3. Hold spring conforonce to go over worlk in prosross and genoral ideas
July=Tee 1973
1. Continue work on primary cssay
2L

2. Got definite commitments for articles for final scction to bo writiton

by Jani, 1974

3¢ Solicit and develon sraphics Lo
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for publicationt




