Aol (R o :f’

EWe @ in the women's movement in ngl nd do not knows

- ——— . - S—

puch becuuse\ﬂé are only noufin tie rrocecs of tringleting
hugiliction into articulition, both in action and in ideas,

In Britein in particular the WM is cackwerd beciuse theé

politicel articulatior of the workimg class movement is

backward. The working class, particulsrliy the blick working
class, is now disrupting that ealp,

Nevertheless the fuct of a movepent, howmever vague its
general orientitiovs, already cl: rifies certain fund mental
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The movement which beg:n in the US I bBelieve had its origins
in the Black uovement which, when it burnt dowm the centres
of the cities, shook loose the duughters of the middle class
from the a;psrent sta.ility and Bocial necessity of th't

.

clags's position and functions., Firct they lec:nt how they
oppressed othercgy only then did they le zm how they were
o;pressed . caselves,

But tie iiportation of tie movezent to Brituin wag not

£

accoupmnied with the iiporteution of the bLirning down of cities,
Therefore the task of building an entirely new political
fremework fell to people who were a) women and th refore
unused vo creating & fromework of their ovn but always acted
(wlh.en they acted) within the fr mework others h a createds

b) middle class in & country more rucist towards the working
clacs than wost.

If new politics were tc emerge; then @ new kind of
org-nicational rocedure must e invented. I. was the group

which was never to go beyond 10 or 15 in nupuver, which was
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to Le autonomous although hopefully co-ordin teds The women
were to speak about tiesselves and their expcrience as women,
thet is, how the utcrus h d shared themy From this was to be
and to some degree hus been uncovered the power . tructures of
the society as th@y reluted to women, .nd how to destroy thea,

The firct dochotomy was Letween itlhe "political®™ women and the

o

"non-politicalwomend, and took the following .orm. Th

®©

political women wantcd to orientcte to working cleus women
because, they szid, they were the mo.t exploited, But in
practice this mpeont thot the wouwen's movement was only for

the purpose of "politicising" the women in the movement so they
could raise themselves to the rpoliticcl level of the men of the
Left; thot here wos an arena for recruitment, The non-
political women saw their own acti-ity aes heving independent

validity, thut tleir own .ctivity could e revolution . ry

whether their orient tion was work

clegss or note, In
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proctice it meant th t they were des.roying the definition
which hud said thut a) the working class was white, male

end over 30; b) th.t the working class wund tlerefore the
c.ruggle was only in production,

Always in thece di:cussions the political women {(=na wne mey
who gave thep their line) would claig thot the working class
struggle was the "wider issue®, B, this definition we in the
women's moveaent should once again be and cun only be
a;pendages, auxiliary, to men, i:e: the "woriking class",

Here wasmost clearly expressed the cupltalist vieW of “tle

work.ng class" s pere units of production, So th t to




3
restrict the struggle to the point of pr duction was in

efinition of his

Q.

esgence to .cstrict the worker to opitul's d
or her needs; not to sce a total stru;glg Wos to be blind) to a
tot.l individual whose sexual lifey whose relatiorn to the
gencrations, older und younger, were irrelevont, This is
clecrly the plan of cupitul to fragment the strusgle.

The alternative to thic view, however, though dangerous,

has the possibility of brezking through to 2 newm

and
revolutionary position., It begins by réfusing to discues
class, ond unifying the general degradation and subordinstion
to men whkich @1l wouen suffer, Then, concretely, working
class women degonstrate how in the :twuggle tley have an
infinite cupacity to know at any porticuler moment when the

struggle cah only ve curried forward indererdently (end this

means against ) men und when th

@

be unified with men., The premise finds itself to be thet the
womnen, not the men, widen the ctruggle, give it direction,
lecdership, ¢ deeper ¢nd gpore rofound violence, TLat is,

tiie women .re not to join the men but in sct.ng independently
cen moke clear .n the situation th t the men mu t join with
them for the cuccess of the struggle, In the feetory and in
the working cluss co.munity this is always acted out, The
wopen's movement clurifies; defines nd gives ¢ nfidence to the

women to POTIOHTuxelr own pollu¢c 1 1mpuTSe that is; the base

o pe

of tLe utruggle .s so n rrow us to enclude them and they must

cut themselves cwwy; tlet this is not divisive - it is

narrovness




the n rrowness of the base, thet is, the trade union buse, which

Y
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iz objectively .nd subjectively divisive, ( £ )
/
ALl this is becoming clearer in Zng-. nd first through the logic
of the movement's developnent and seco d, more directly, through
the activity of the working class which ig straining every limb
to find a way to burst out of the tride union stroitjacket,

Having gone some way %o desiroying the old concept of class

which excluded women, blecks nd vouth capital expres
? ] -

itself in unother tendency in the movenent, tho.c¢ who could not
rise from the destruction of one definition %o a redefinition
with women; blacks :nd youth es the pavot «nd spearhead of the
reorgenisatiion of the class, (I think you call it class
recompogition), Thi: tendency is the civil rights wing of the
quvement. irth control; abortion, nursery schools, egual pay.
3(The logt depand, egual pay, is eitherreformist or revolutionary
(q\ dependirg on who, when and how: whose activity, what kind of
’) aclivity and equal with whom.,) But all these ceémands, while
vitel, may only succeed in meking capital less Luckward rather
then destroying it. &(We must add that in the Catholic countries
such es Irelend and Italy, their significence end igpsct puct
be wider,)
If, however, the birth of cepitel has meant the total cleawage
between production end coggunity, vroduction znd consumnption,
men and women, productior and education, parents and children,
the gick end the wells the directly productive and the

indirectly productive, if capital is based on these cleavages,




then 1t ig pracicels thbaadl covas e The -
then 1t is precicely thesecleavages which the woumen's wovepent

aust seek to destroy, If women are to be relieved of the
burden of howe and children, it is not & more eificient
mechine in the home or & nursery school, or preventing children

from beirg bornm at all that will liberate them but the return

of men to the coummunity, and the destruction of

four walls
of the home, not so th t we cen be egually cxiploited with nmen

ion, We muct demend the

o

but through new coumunal political ac
20 ‘hour week., If the coumunity, i.e, women 2nd children are
suﬁordinuﬁed to productioﬁ, end the wage of tihre man ig the
instrument of that subordination, then everyone mu:st hove a
wage, The unpaid lauvour of women in the hompe we must demand

be paid for.

~It is the black women in England more then any olifier in Bestern

E rope who denonstrates the beduties and charas of equ#lity.
Because of the special exploit tion of black men in pwoduction
and in consumntion, moct black women mpust teke jobs, must
abéndon their children for 9 or 10 hours & day., As & result,
pany he.e su.ceeded .n incorporating men into child core and
cooking - ararkng "equally" ilhe nassive burden, Capital will
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pay the price that che children in the streets will demend; &
vhat the exhuusted but newly confident women will demand and
thet the men, deprived of the privileges capital heas traditionally

allocated to their m;Z; slavesy will demand,

v




Here one can soec 5
7O one oan see most clesrlys by the Wway, the velotion of the penis to

pPowere The fing &t h
iBst stategent of t'e black mnovement wes for a2 return 4f its

own fasculinity: Black men demended from white society the control of

black women (as =

wWoa

conseouence of achieving economic and nolitical power).

As a fimet step it Wos a liberation for both the men ond the women. But

=
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as a firgt stepe The black movement is dependent on cleensing itself
of this pernicious form of "bleck cepitolism®™s This the women are in
process of doings

Through 2ll this the movepent hos evolved a concept of M"sisterhood™s It is

based on the recoggition that the exploited =nd oppreossed ore maintained in
exploitation end oppression byléglf—haﬁrcd. To put it another way, they
hate each othere A movement is not an orgenisation end thus thor e must

be many politicel tendencies. In the United States has arisen a wing of
politicel lesbians who acknowledge thot eny relationchin with a man is a
cogpromise which they are wwilling eny longer to meke. This is not the
revolution but it is vitel that the whole of the movement have bofore it
continuously this eﬁempleﬁ for women no coppropise with capitel is possibles
The civil rights wing tooj which cen be so exasperating for those mho attack
capital because it existsg and not becruse it is backward, is a vital part
of the movements We do need birth control snd free sbortiong and it is
possible a2lso to mobilise morking cless women on these demandss. The
complexity of the reletionships in practice of various tendencies within
the movement and the particular forms it can toke is another discussion for

xhich no generalisations can be prgvided. But it is just es well that

AL

.

women who heve come from the cutt“roéi)sorld of "revolutionary politics”

. S

understend thot in the women's movement their first loyalty is to the
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womens thot we ; <
"eny that we ave not 4o Xxpermit so-colled wilitent men who have
permitt if not dnes 5
edy if not insisyod, that iomen do their typing end their dishes and

that they do tho tolking if not the leading, ti pormit thommxmex arrogant

&

e o 9 o < ” X e
of’ these men on women Who have for the first tige fathomed tha

X CET . Wk Vet 4 s .
their whole person lity, activity ond reletionshid to the world is shoped

The first words of the Bute cennot be dictatede

It hes been epperenty moreover, thet "politicel!" women ere if anything even
more dominated by men than "non-politicoll oness since the politicos are more
likely to hove refused the maniopulation of men with which women hove
refusing women8s worke Thus

treditionally protected themwelves rather then
the movement while collabora-

they are relatively defenceless age

the men write the articles

ting in reproducing cepitslist powe
of feminism, the

nd the women type theme Bhatever the

[0}

s this and T bhis, ond too often men who atiack her are

the secke of the revolution'.



