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| HAVE FACED EVERY FORM OF DISABILITY BECAUSE | AM

A WOMAN, | HAVE MET EVERY DEFEAT 'TILL THE IRON 5p

HATH ENTERED MY SOUL.
ELIZA CONNOR 1889




TIME FOR
A CHANGE.
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BP0 OUR GLoboms, fFas OUselUes . |

The Sisters have as far as possible, tried to gay brothers, instead of realisine that

wre
NV

publish in this issue, all the articles that were to teach THEM, An attitude like "Obviously

submitted. We have not edited or censored anything. |in previous Come Togethers must have been 0., " is
This is not simply en act of blatant Sisterhood, Pelt by many, Most sisters and brothers have great
but a concious attempt by S not to ape the values f[difficulty in vriting anything at 211, but f

of heterosexual society, As a consequence many once they have that it hag been o

e
viewpoints are expressed, polarishtions, conflicts { wWhatever grownids, must be painfull, *

and arguments appear, This is good, For too long the j Poor literary content, just plain bad, not en

Sisters, ,whilst they have rejected heterosexusl menf Space," all these things have been said, S

S ¥ as 8

and their values still feel it is safe to lean on thej movement of radical feminists we mist neccessari

reject not only the standards of morelity i
on us by ghite mele chauvinists, but also their
cul tural ones,

For Angela . . ...,
some poems
free our
: : lovers
Sometimes down Holloway Road in the rain the wind froe
comes across the street in slashes 2 s
and all the way from the station friends

men cruise cars

close to the pavement

stopping

every hundred yards

to turn eyes stupid as blind headlights.

frece our sisters
free our selves

the liberation of women can only be acheived if all four structures

(production, reproduction i ialisati :
y sexuality, socialisatio i e
integrated are transformed. Y BRI which: they ar

JULIET MITCHELL 1969




The dey before Remembrance Sunday, last year, I
was walking past yestminster Abbey on my way to
a meeting of the Conservation Society.In the
gaxdens of the Abbey a field of remembrance
&érosses had been set out., Many of these were
for specific named groups and the field did its
job- that is, it set me remembering. I thought
in particular of the thousands of homosexuals
who were interned and executed by the Nazis. o
one knows exactly how many- because no one has
Like the Jews, they

were made to wear special identifying marks. I

ever bothered to count,

subsequently managed to find this complete list.
1t makes grim reading: The following passage,
from a book called THE THZORY AND PRACTICE OF
HELL by Bugen Kogan, gives an idea of what 5b
was like for homosexual interneess

'Homosexual practices were actually very

widespread in the camps.qpe prisoners, however,

Comunc di Padova
Biblioteche
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ostracized only those whom the 3S marked with

the pink trizngle. The fate of the homosexuals

in the concentration camps can only be
described as ghastly. They were often segregated

pecial barracks and york details. Such
un

in s
segregation offered ample opportunity to
scrupulous glements in positions of power to
engage in extortion and maltreatment... In
October 1938, (the homosexuals in Buchenwalda)
were transferred to the penal company in a body
and had to slave in the quarry. This consigned

them to the lowest caste in camp during the most

ooge CwoO

Prisomers’ Distinguiching Marks af Auschwi

Exponent
of the Anti- Professional
Bible social criminal Homosexual

\AA/

P

Political

Gross-Rosen, they furnished the highest proport

ionate share, for the camphgd an understandable
tendency to slough off all elements considered
least valuable or worthless. If anything could
saye them at all, it was to enter into sordid
relationships within the camp, but this was as
likely to endanger their lives as to save them.
Theirs was an insoluble predicament and
virtually all of them perished.Unlike the Jews,
these victims of Nazi persecution have no
memorials and zye not remembered or mourned by
society. Indeed there has been such a
conspiracy of silence that ‘few people even know
that these events ever occurred. On this
particular November Saturday, thinking about
all these things, I was moved to buy a cross
with a poppy on it, like the hundreds. of
others that had already been set down. If I
hed had a pink triangle, T yould have put that
on it, but this was a spontaneous act and all
I had with me to identify the cross with those
it specially commemorated was & GLF badge., I

fixed this to it and put it in the ground.

difficult years. Inshipments to extermination

camps, such as llordhausen, Natzweiler and

new badge (red and green)gsymhol of the planet
Jupiter. The definition of the plamet Jupite:
is merry, convivial, GAY. Price 5p available

from the office or gt the General Meeting.

THE WRONGS OF WOMEN HAVE TOO LONG SLUMBERED. LET THEM
‘NOT ASK AS A FAVOUR BUT DEMAND AS A RIGHT THAT EVERY
civiL OBSTACLE BE REMOVED QUT OF THE WAY.

LUCRETIA MOTT I850Q
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FUCK THE FAMILY.

$ i Barbara, and
Our Collective is made up of six people, Jenny, Lorna, Richard, Julia, Darbaré,

myself, Carolyn, When we first moved into the house I don't think any of us imag :
what would develope. We intended to live closely ofcourse, but as wenall soon reelised
this was not enough, After about a week we decided to share all our clothes; these
were moved into one big cupboard. We pooled our money for food, Tampax, toilet rolls
and cat foode. Around about the same time a women's ®wWareness group vas started, It met
at the house, Although the group was important itself, what was much more significant
was that after each session, which usually lasted all night, women wouléd stay for days
talking and talking, in a way they had never been able before. Soon the actual
awareness group became defunkt, but this did'nt matter because the women had le

to relate openly and honestly towerd each other, this may sound arrogant or too easy.

Infact it was'nt. Tears, trauma's, temper, all became the order of the day. Long

ined

nights were spent talking, crying, confessing, barriers came down with painful crashes,
Ego's took an incredible battering; usually just as we thought we had reached a point
vhere honesty reigned, scmecne wouldssgy something to show us how wrong we had been.
Because it was not always possible,(for us in the collective) to be in one room all the
time, we decided that if two or more of us got together and talked then anything said
should be repeated to whoever was missing, This helped us t o ficht couples and factions,

In practical terms some heautiful things started to nhappens
t was febulous %o see Richard walking around in Torna's cardigan; Jenny in Richard's

underpznts; and Julia in my shoes, Socxn i. was possible not to feel that a particular

arvicle belonged to anyone, ife rearranced the 1oolc, e evolved a roon to study in
19at 4- a ine & -8 d A 3 £ 3

a room to listen to sounds in; a room %o télkcand cat in; a room to sleep in, The

next problem we had to overcome, and to a certain extent we s%ill have o s is that of

work share, hilst people were st ill adjusting %o their entirely new emoiional

WHATS ALL THIS
ABOUT THE
OBSOLESCENCE
OF THE NUCLEAR
FAMILY , DAD?
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life siyle, work in the house had :o Zo on. Cnce we ‘évolve a smooth running work

share system, it will be possible for all the house worlk .o zet done without anyone
noticing, This may sound as though we want rota's etc, This is not so, but we have to
cab ard sleep in comfors and cleanliness, It will never be possible for any collective
efficiently if the people in it are constantly battling with a dirty, untidy home
environment,

Perhaps the two most rewarding things that have happened to us are firstly, that we
have virtually done away with the concept of monogamy,and secondly we now f£e=l that we:
are living our politics, Surely one of the primary aims of Gay Lib is the destruction

of the nuclear family. Plenty of people in the movement nod znd twitch their a;reement

=8

of thnis, but still escape to their cosy couples, their flats and gset no closer to it's

destruction, but rather aid it's pervetuation, We in the collective don't want to force
our life

v

/le on auyone, surely many different life styles ave valid, bat o live,

eat, sleep, collectively is hard, Seen as a microcosm it is seen in isolation; but when

the day corec when it is possible for us to relate honestly; a completely fluid social

structure vill emerge. With a few of our friends it is elready happening, “hey cone to
viie house 2% ena 2% once feel part of us; infact this is neccessary if the collective is
nou o stagmate, OQur attitudes toward the opposite sex have radically changed, Even

Jermy, an ex S.C.Udl.ite now enjoys cuddling Richard in bed, and loves without hang ups

o

many of' the brothers who come to the house,.

Ultiuately many things could happen to Us, some already

2

ave, Cur collective stirength enabled Jenny and T to talk with Warren at Totienham

‘ecny Lorna came out at Colleze, Julia has reassesed her attitude towari
= 3

Barbara has started planning her film; and Nichard end I chaired a wednesday neeting,

teaching,

An outward movement is what we ave sirivinz for. Couples in bed sits will always be
vulnerable to sociei'ys hostility in a way that a collective will not,
One of the besv nings we have yet got Logetiier is

our coipletely ppontaneous "tube and cinema" sireet tneaire. Six homosexuals

kissing and sroping and attaking strangers in ubes; talking loucdly about Lesbians
in cinema foyers may seem juvenile, but o embarass people sexually is a good

political Socl,

A WOMAN WHO IS TOTALLY INDEPENDANT OF MEN, WHO OBTAINS
LOVE, SEX, AND SELF-ESTEEM FROM OTHER WOMEN IS A
TERRIBLE THREAT T0 MALE SUPREMACY. SHE DOESN’T NEED
THEM AND THEREFORE THEY HAVE LESS POWER OVER
HER.

MARTHA SHELLY  1969.
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POLICE HARASS MENT: e
THE BEGINNING OF THE END?

You are gay.
Then you are harassed and oppres§ed
although you may ignore or deny it.
For while one gay trother or sister
ig victimised, then so are we all.

Fut the situation is not sosimple.
There are not one or two cases.
Harassment and oppression - by the
police especially - has been grow-
ing ever worse, ironically since
the supposedly 'protective' 1967
sexual offences act.

Now, we can help ensure that the
tide will turn, against those who
oppress us. We have a powerful ally
in our fight, the National Council
for Civil Liberties. But we can

only win by recognising our
collective identity and honesty.

Queer-tashing and blackmail
have long been endured by homo-
sexuals, indeed even reluctantly
accepted as part of our society.
But such victimisation takes
other forms than the gangs manifest
in the more notorious open space
in London.

It is against this, the phenomenal
rige in police harrassment of homo-
sexuals, on & national scale, that
we are first going to stand and
fight.

The concern felt by NCCL led
them to make & public appeal
for information to complete
a dossier of concrete cases of
harassmwent. GLF undertook to
publish a leaflet as a means of
gathering their information.

Although the '67 Act suppo-
sedly made legal homosexual
acts betweem consenting adults,
arrests, 'entrapments' by
provocateurs in cottages and
other cruising grounds continues
to rise; often the only places
left after the actions of the
authorities elsewhere.

Gay people are stopped by the
policeand searched on the prtext
of possessing drugs. Guite often
the victim is persuaded to part

About 70 kids from the Hlotting Hill Gate area ca

balloons, bubbles, czkes, jellies. The N6 BL’ME STREET THEATRE did
a little panto. There was 156% of ice cream, pop music, a folk
the S50LID BRITISH HAT BAND and 2z present for everyone,
way of saying thank you to the first community in London that didn't
turf us out. The gutter presssssssssss searched around in their nasty
little minds and managed to find an 'angle' on it. But we say KUCK THEM!
The kids had a great time. Thanks to all who contributed. :

: ne to a smashing
perty given by GLF on the last Saturday before Christmes rhere were

with money and valuables in
order to be left alone. Groupsg
of gay people are hassled and
intimidated outside pubs and eily
clubs - if they are allowed that
near !

Our biggest obstacle is
secrecy; the secrecy bred out of
the fear that heas allowed thig
deplorable situation to continue
and which allows some gay people
to kid themselves it doesn't
even happen |

Some homosexuals really believe
they are not oppressed. Yet ask
them how often society allows the;
to kigs or hold hands in the s$me
street. Do they?

How long ean we pretend to be
content with an ActofFarliment
which returns a couple of our
natural rights which we are
then supposed to treat as priv-
eledges.

Now we have an oportunity to
break free from police oppression
Leaflets have been prepared for
national distritution ty all
interested grougs.

. The leaflet included in this
issue of Come Together outlines
examples of what constitutes
harassednent and what are to te
the 1l8kely consequences of such
a report. The campaing should
a,L80 me Tiq0 r
EABOuEBES If.ReRLectly gleef.p®
trothers and sisters in Ireland
how 1@ comes atout that the police
have the power and opportunity
to trgp people in cottages and
fhe like in the first place. It
the_direct result of the
authorities and their prohitition
and suppression of the honest
and often even private expression
of homosexual relationships-.

Inside each leafl i

et is a second
sﬁeet, to e completed by those WO
E 0 have suffered from forms of
arassment. This statement is to b€

sroup-
’his was GLF's



te returned direct vo-

National Council for Civil Liberties.

I52 Camden High Street, London NWI

(telephone 0I-485-94973,

The sender should identify herhis

self : there will be elaborate

security precattions to ensure

total confidence.

ou%ut the evils will continue with
solidarity and the willingness

of those affected to come forward

andcontribute in some way .

Rember

Remenmber as a homosexual person

there is now never a reason and

never agaih will be atime when

you should feel alone.

It is for the tenefit of all -
not least the "law enforcement
agents,;" that we have included an
extract from the United Nations
ever less quoted Veclarations of Human
(that means you) kights...

Article I. " All human beings are
born free and adequal and in
born free and equal in dignity
and rights. They are endowed

with reason and conscience and
should act towrds one another

in a spirit of brotherhood.
Article 2. "Everone is entitled
to all the rights and freedons..
without distinctions of any kind
gg%gt&caiaoe,omhémur, sex, religion

such as race, colour, sex, religion
political or other opinion, national
or social origin, property,tirth or
other status...

Article 7. "All are equal tefore the
law and are entitled without any
discirmination to equal protection
tefore the law.

411 are entitled to equal protection
against any discrimination

in violition of this Declaration
and against any incitement to such
discrinination.

ArticleI2."No one shall be gubjegted
to artitrayr interference with his

i :, family, howe or cor- ;
gg;;gggéncé noz to attacks upon his
honour and reputation. Every one has
the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or
attacks.
Article I8. "Every one has the right
to freedom of thoughp, conscience
and religion; this right 1pcludes :
freedom.. either alone or 1in community
with others agd in Eupllc orbpr;z%tza
b0 nanitest bl Eo 1 1GARENTE, PEAY
observance.'
Further copies of the leaflet may be
obtained from G.L.E.(London)
5Calédonian Road, London N. T.
(857_717q) or most other Gay
Organisations 1n Great Eritain.

PAGES SIS

DEVELOPMENTS IN CAMDEN

The Camden group has been meeting for
nine weeks and have a regular atten—
dance of about 50 people; groups now
formed include education, premises and

a group to plan actions is underway.

The premises group has high hopes of
getting a house in Camden for use by

and for gay veople, the education group
will be approaching all schools, teacher
and student unions with our sex education
programme. Awareness groups are emerg-
ing and the local group idea of reaching
more people on a more human level seems
to be working out. An advisory service
is hoped for if we can get a phone, so
we can sto» gay people being fucked up
by the psychiatrists and council bur-
eaucracy they meet if they go to the
council social workers.

What is heartening is that the turnover
of new members is small — in other

words only a small proportion of them
don't come back; what we have to develop
in the future is ways of reaching more
gay people — we are opening our arms

to all our gay sisters and brothers.

Peace and love — Camden GLF

AT UL OV & Fiainis #o
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a womais

place.....

¥hy & gay women's centre?

There can be no women's voice in GLF
80 long as we are outnumbered 4 to 1.
¥We always seem to speak as individuals
or token sisters. There is no collect—
ive response to the question: What do
GLF women want? - simply because of
us don't know each other. Many women
who are alienated by the current
women's group have few other opportuni--
ties to get to know their sisters. We
need to talk tas each other more. If
we had a place to meet — a place where
we could drop in anytime we felt like
seeing some of our sisters — whether-
bevause we had a problem to discuss or
some good news or new ideas to share —
we would begin to come together in a
more natural way. And it would be much
pleasanter for new women to come along
to a Bomen'e Centre first rather than
prlunge into the heavy atmosphere of the
male dominated general meetings — or
even the women's meetings where a new
member often feels out of it because
she doesn't know what's going on.

Women's projects would develop
organically out of a situation in which
we could get to know each other and
discover our common problems as women
particularly as gay women: lesbians,
bisexuals, transvestites and transexuals.

Some tentative notes

Basic idea: & central place where women
could get together fo rap, to organise,
to have meetings, awareness groups,
street theatre rehearsals, etc.

Create: have space to use all sorts of
media for both proup and individual
projects, all kinds of art and craft
work, to print - papers, magazines,
posters, leaflets, etc, to write
make music - to express themselves
freely in general,

Come for help 24 hours a day when in
need of advice, emotional support,
information, somewhere to crash,

eg sisters from abroad, from prison,
in domestic crises, etc.

Co—ordinate the.GLF Women's group —
correspondence, records, engagements,
notices and so on, which might sound

a lot of bureaucratic shit but isn't.
For example how many of us know what's
in the women's group file at the moment
or what requests there’ve been for

speakers, OT who's written or rung for
help ee. WOY the hell should we be
just another file anyway*

Hold our own dances, parties, discos,
poetry readings, exhibitions, anyth%ng,
thus providing a continual alternative
to the straight social scene.

Live: seversl of us could be there all

the time, living communally, perhaps
having some system of rotating, working
at outside jobe in order to have equal
free time (if we're not into career thing

Learn things — hold classes and workshops
in anything about which they wish %o
learn ¢r share their knowledge ot

Bring their children ~ we could have a
day-care centre,which would be tremend-
ously valuable to all involved and

part of an important outgoing positive
role we could play in the community at
large.

Do things to raise bread
Hork more closely and develop our

ovontacts with Women's Lib

and generally
carry on the struggle

learn
love
live
work things out
share
talk
dance
laugh
embrace
cry help one another
and
grow
together
freely
openly
honestly
Jjoyously

carrying out thisidea doesn't necessi—
tate splitting from GLF as a whole and
there seems little point in arguing the
Pros and cons of doing so: it's gust
not the issue. Point is we're split
anyway, we need better liason with the
brothers, not only this but we're
fragmented amonget ourselves — we could
be 80 much more together. And if we
werg ¥we could be a much stronger and
pPositive force in Gay Liberation and
the men woulg benefit too,



Tpe thing is, we'd have a place all the
time to come together if we needed hel
company, room to do and make things,
relate to one another in a non-formal
way, and generally find out what's goi
on; we'd have continuity rather than
weekly meetings; we'd be an ongoing,
9reative, initiative-taking front,
instead of reacting to ' specific
situations as they arigse; we could
begin to live. out our ideals, work
out our differences, realise our
potentials to really get our heads
and hearts tegethef to free ourselves:
to make sisterhood more than just a
word,

love and revolution

Frankie and Edith

it is the primacy of

e
nAs

liberation,and the basis for t
cultural revglution.

PN A R

A BROTHERS VIEW

P

ng

women relating
to womenof women creating a new
conscisusness of and with each other)
which is at the heart of womens ;
he

I think we are looking for positive res—

ults , while we brothers are the negative

force which is preventing anything from

being achieved.

I thinfwe are being selfish for 1ook?n
at the sisters as though they were fis
in a bowl. We are crippling their eff

3
h

ats

because of our 'wanting to learn' atti=
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tudes . We are repressing them by putt—
ing them in the same situation that they
are trying to break away from. We are
behaving like little boys, oulling on
mommy's aoron off, moreover mommy does
not with to exist.

We must take it, that the sisters do ndk

meed usd ‘hey need themselves to strengthen

their own ideas. They need to express
from themselves for themselves, znd

not for us. They don't need to go around
telling the brothers how it feels to be
women. ‘hey need time and the only
encouragement that we can give them is
to leave them alone, so that they can
get on with it.

The inevitable split between the sisters
and brothers is again selfish on our pat.
We should not be waiting to learn from
such a painful thing happening. We
should already see that thing within

GLF are unsettled and should realise
that by sticking two groups (sisters

and brothers) together now when our
problems are so extremely different that
things are never going to come together
because of the bitterness which exists
from pulling each other back. We have
progressed, but for some time now we
have been standing still. We have been
trying to close the door that does not
fit the space which is provided in the
walle

I think the sisters should kreaR gently
now, while still being GLF (as much as
mens. We should give rather than the
sisters should ask.for what already
exists as theirs. The sisters should
have their half of come together to
use for themselves. Writtenly sisters
for ~isters. They should have their
own office because they benefit little
from the existing one.

I think that only under these circum—
stances will GLF be really fruitful and
only then will brothers be able to learn
from sisters. The sisters then will

not be hindered.(by us, even though

most of us mean well).




why i cannof

work in the gay

movement

fro m everywoman' 7:97I

Part of the oppression of society is the
labelling of me as 'gay' or 'homosexual.'
I am neither. I am a human being and

am normally capable of loving other human
beings, and relating physically to them
as a part of this love. If men and women
did not play roles, and if sexism were
destroyed, there would be no such con-
cepts as homosexuality' or 'heterosexual-
ity.' The term would not be 'bisexual~
ity' either, because 'bi implies two,

and implies relating to men one way and
to women another. We would all relate
on the pure human level, and sexual
expression should be a part of this
relationship.

As soon as I was able to throw off my
stereotypes of women and men: as soon

as I was no longer mystified by men nor
sought after them to complete my being,
and as soon as I was able to see that
love between two women was as comvlete

as any love could be, then I was labelled
a Leshian. I am merely a woman who has
seen past much of my role opvression.

And the fact that I choose not to relate
to men should not seem unusual. No man

I have ever met is not sexist and I don't
want to waste my time with relationships
with men in order to 'help them overcome
their sexism.' Let them do it on their
owWn.

But heterosexualityis the societal norm
and oppressed wman forming an oppressive
relationship with her oprressor, and
women usuzlly reject heterosexuali ty for
different reasons than men do. Lesbians
in the feminist movement often have Jjust
totally rejected the gsmes and sexism of

heterosexual relationships, and Tecognised

their wholeness in ablility to give and

receive with women. Gay men, on the other

hand, have rejected women. From working
With gay men in the Los Angeles Gay Lib—
eration Front, I began to see that gay
men have the same stereotypes as straight
men.

Their attitude s towards women are the
same. All men are merely faced with the
choice of either relating to women (being
straight) or not relating to women (being
gay). None of the GLF men could see past
their s tereotypes.

I reject any concepts that lumps us to-
gether. Society may oppress us equally

PAGE NINE

for our rejection of heterosaanlity
and label us both gay, but we as Women

are learning to reject concepts put e
us by society. Gay men oppress-us ag

much as straight men. If all men were
gay, thiey would still oprress us in gy,
society. We (all women) would sti1] v
the tyvnists and the shit-workers., Qg
men, as well as straight men must Challeng
male chauvinism, which Webster's defineg g8
as 'blind and unreasonable\attachment &

a fall cause' (masculinity).

I do not identify with gay men because T
refuse to allow society to say I am
anything other then a woman. If you mygt
label me, call me a lesbian. The origin
of the word is Greek and from the beauti-
ful love between women on the Isle of
Lesbos. They were women who found they
could completely love other women,

I also refuse to identify with opvressors
(gay men) as part of my struggle for my
Preedom to be human and form releless
relations with other humans. Perhaps gay
men will learn someday. There is an
‘effeminist' movement in Berkeley that
may or may not be the beginning. I'm not
going to hold my breath., If I ever feel
we are working for the same goal - not
*sexual freedom' but the liberation of
human beings from societal role-chains,
then I'll work with gay men and call
them sister.

But right now, although they too are
oppressed, I identify no more with them
than with other oppressed men (ie third
world men, poor men, high school men, etc
I want them to be free, but where their
heads are at now, their freedom would be
at my exvense,

sistarneea ig @mW@
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In the pust few weeks, our brothers
arrested from the Testival of Life Street
Yheatre in Lrafalear Sou re (see last
issue's front vage comic strivn! have
been tried, on the charse of 'insulting
behaviour likely to c2use a breach of

the veace.' It is a fashionably vazue
charge since the police nust arrest before
the punch-up or whatever occurs — ie the
arrest preve-ts proof. It is up the
migistrate to decide thazt the breach
would have occured, since this is -
clearly a matter of judcement rather

than fect there is plenty.of scone for
pig-judze complicity.

liichael, HYousrlas and Michael ‘eren't
out to get off at all costs — playing
it straight and acting humble ~nd
apologetic — but used their trials to
make a political point. *hey wanted
to show that Festival of Licht, vigs
“nd magistrztes are all part of an

authoritarian convention—bound sexist
system. It was street theatre brourht

into court. Michazel Lyneham was h-szled

out of court after the ord-r *Gentlemen
remove their h=ts' — *I'y not a gentleman'
and was whivoed out of dock with headscasf
flying. He was followed by Douslas MeDougll
resnlendant in full skirt, dangling breicelet
an? nl- tform soles.,

Lo have vlayed it otherwise would have been
to deny our way of life. Because whzt do
£Zuilt 2n- innocence meazn? Only disasreement
OoT agreement 57ith the valucs of the aresent
society. Seeing thot we, GLF, reject all
thet, the terms -re irrelevont.

The verdicts were interesting thoughs .
Michael Redding, £10 fine, £5ro0sts, and
bound over to keen the veace for a year,
Douglas McDougall, €5 fine an’ 1 year
conditional dischar-e. Michael Lyneham,
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J2bsolute discharge (ie not guilty — case
dismissed.) # progression ot decrecasing
‘severity. As we became more exverienced,

as rur confidence and ability to cross
/question grew stronger, so the magistrate's
belief in vig evidence was undermined. At

" first he was unable to forsake completely

his Golden Rule - that vies speak truth,
defendants lie — but only lessened the
punishment. <inally even he had to admit
that the police evidence was exposed as
comd>lete fabrication.
Arresting officer: Lyneham was chanting:
'Jesus loves us all
Even a gay
So fuck one todag:..
Michael: Yot me dear, I'm sure I could
do better than that if I put my mind toit
Magistrate: Yo are not here to boost your
ego. Keep to what is relevant to your
case.

411 defended themselves, using VacKenzie
lawyers (ie a friend to sit in the dock
with them to helv their defence.) At first
this slowed down things a bit while they
discussed between themselves what questions
to put, wh'ch stopped their points coming
out clearly. It was also difficult to keep
up an atmosvhere of mockery and contempt
for the whole legal vrocess. But as the
trials continued we learnt how to de21 with
the vroblem by writing dovn lines of quest-
ions while the evidence was being given.

As we listendd, to the lies and =bsurdities
we became more and more angry and disgusted.

So the brothers could resist the set—up

of intimidation and 'exvert' mystification
(your 1ife may be at stake but you don't
have the “nov—how to defend it, ignorant
scum). Like Douglas telling off the
magistrate for interrunting his train

of thought, insisting that he can ask

as the cuestions he wants to ask.

Our fight is not simply against police

or magistrates, who are just the agents
of enforcing a whole system of exploita—
tion and oppression. <‘h¢yvare the ones

we are immediately confronted with though
and it is worth while using those chances
to point up our opposition.
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ONE PLUS ONE EQUALS MILLIONS..
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mgke the basic physical units of one
jgter and one brother (physical mqgning
sist the bodies or shell and not the mind
o gpirit) it is quite reasonable to
agsume that though they are opposite in
pany if not in most Physical asbects
they can and do combine very successfully
to make a basic or crude unit. Jf'you
think in terms of a magnet and .a Tiece
of iron coming together quite simply,
with no other forces coming into play
4o further activate them, then we have
a single basic unit made up of two
opposites while both to all outward
appearances, and internally as well I
don't know, retain their single
jndividual identity.
Now activate the magnet and the iron anm
211 sort of things will happen, depending
on how the unit is activated this simple
force of attraction can be used in a
million different ways to do a million
differing jobs. All of which are equally
valid well within the natural scope of
our original single basic units.

Similarly activate our other single basic
units the.sister and the brother by allow-
ing them to have a mind or spirit and
again the vermutations which these two
individual basic units can achieve is
almost beyond calculating. If the sister
and the brother were left alone, then
avart from coming together in body and

in spirit I don't sunvose much else would
happen (leaving aside for the moment ti®
possibility of children being born.)

Now when you add another two single basgic
units (sister and brother) you are in
fact activating the mind or spirit to a
more intense degree. The original sister
énd brother have now been given a choice
instead of only just having each other.
The sisters might like to combine their
OWn single units. to make a larger one,
the brothers might like to do the same,
they might even in fact like to combine
all four units to make an even larger one.
In thig simnle context all this is per—
fectly valid, natural and sensible. Still
keeping this simple frame you can add

8S many units as there are in the world
and the same basic rules still hold.

"hen we add the further stimulous of
Téproduction then we find that the
Jounger busic units are going tc want

to combine in the same way as those
&lready doing so. At whatever stage

10 their growth they will first want to
€ombine with those nearest them and those
Other unjtg they are physically aware of.

:ﬁls also holds true for the older moTe
Perienced units, they in turn have
bl 8iven & third choice namely a similar
Ut newer type of unit., <Shis is also
dUite natural, 1If the, young unit is to

g:g” and develop then it must first
= R confidence in the narrow area
TTounding it. This for the sake of
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argument is the mother and father and

Or sisters and brothers. The younger
unit from conception is taught to relate
to and trust completely in those with
vwhom it is in the course of developing
with, The reverse must also hold true,
younger is discovering the elder and
vice versa.

Who then when the younger decides to
explore her/his sexuslity would be the
logieal units to turn to for eEperience.
The natural answer.is either the elder
parent units or the contemporary sister/
brother units and/or both. This agein

.is quite natural for all varties concerned
It is-all within the valid limits of

growing confidence and experience. When
the younger has reached a stage of
sufficient confidence within its owm
awvareness then it will want to explore
outside its own immedizte surroundings.
Given the natural confidence from its
own home environment then it will be
very successful. Put if that confidence
has not been gained within its early
stages then complications are going to
occur. If for example a ~young unit is
unatle to relate to its varent units
completely and fully ie the ones it
knows most and loves best then it =is

at a considerable disadvantage when it
comes &cross newer and unknown unites at
whatever stage of development these may
be.

What in fact I am really getting at is,
if ones confidence in ones family

stops short of full relations then it is
going to be virtually impossible to
establish positive and loving relations
with whomever you may come across in
later life, bedause you are inadequately
equipped to do so.

When this is taken to its ultimate stage
you get the situation as we have it in
the world today. People are exploring
the world and others living in the
world who are totally ill-equipped to do
so. 4Add to this all the pressures we
have and you get a situation whereby
every unit on this planet is living at
the expense of a2nd naet in harmony with
every other unit.

A1l this stems from the fact that false
ideals and totally unnatural restrictions
are placed on the people who live here.
Remove the stigma of incest allow peoplec
to develop within the early stages a sense
of love and freedom with those it comes
into contact with first whether it be
within the family as we know it now oxr
within a community as we would like to
strive for in the not so far future.

We may have fucked up and have hang-ups
about relationships but there is no reason
why those children to follow us should
start life at such a terrible oppressive
and murderous disadwantage. If we do

in fact believe in a superior life force



Wwhich created us then we must concede
that it knew what it was doing and it
knew all the answers even before the
questions were formed, so we must
further concede that it would not create
a besically evil life force. If then we
are not basically evil then our sexual-
ity however it may be expressed provided
it is not at the expense of the other
person or -ersons is as natural to us as
breathing, eating and sleeping. The ones
vho are evil are the very ones carrying
the unnatural banner of 'proper Judeo/
Christian behaviour' what may in fact

be right and proper for them is not
right and proper for us , Evil mani-
fests itself when they trip into

playing God, not only telling us to
comply with their so called laws but
trying to force us into a life style
which is tetally unnatural for us as
units,.

ON THE NATIONAL
THINK-IN

vay Liberation is coming into being and
growing all over Britain, and there has
been little communication between London
and thé provincial groups. We can only
become a réal influence if we have some
direction, and it is important that we

try to grow common ideas about gay
oporession with our sisters and brothers
everywhere. That is whezt brought about
the “ational Think-in. However, the size
and domin~ting vower of London GLF in

some ways came between us and the ability
to talk these things out together. Jirstly
London produced the agenda by voting on

2 series of basically London issues. Of
course our provincizl sisters and brothers
could not be expected just to relzte to
London problems in a National Phink—in

80 there was a confusion about what was
being discussed right through the Think-In
and even though a lot of really positive
ideas and talks came out.

Few themes emerged, and they were
“ational COrgsnisation, Organisation of
London General Meetings. Using the media
and ssxism. People wenf into fairly loese
rans about National orgenisation, a2nd it
wvas generally felt that there should be
much greater communication, but ideas
which came up for doing this burezucrat—
icelly, through something like a National
Coordin=ting office, were rejected
especially from the exverience of how
this failed in the Women's Liberation
movement. Nore think-ins in different
places and written communication and
joint action were decided as constructive
possibilities.

In the afternoon, a group of the sisters
felt very strongly that the men weren't
confronting the problem of their priv-
ileges as men, and not seeing that

male privilege was the problem. ‘his
came out of talking on drag and feminine
behaviour., Many of the men felt that the
fact thay they behaved in a way not

=3

!
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easily distinguishable from butcp men
was not important. A grouv of 31sFers
and brothers reacted strongly, s:y;ng
that butch behaviour was oprressive and
onle down who can't or don‘t want
puts veop : . 3 : it
to keep uv with ite utch beha‘}ou1 is
based on aggression and the survival °€
strongest €go, and it i; what we should
be fighting. 14 was said that gay men
were put down hecause we really are g
different fromstraight men and we don't
have to play their superiority games, and
to olay them is trying to make eey people
into oppressors instead of chancing the
oppressor's position. The rap got very'
heavy and some men said fhat ?hls position
was female chauviniste he sisters ggt
very angry and it was decided to split 1
down into small groups and rap about this
problem. Meanwhile the sisters and
brothers from the provinces went into
another room to prepare their ideas on
communication with London.
Some of the small groups had very
successful raps, where the sisters
explained indetail about how they were
put down by men in GLF, and that
assumptions about women's thinking and
roles in the outside world were carried
into GLF. Most people efentually agreed
with the sisters that sexism is really
about men oppressing women and that gay
men hang =omewhere in between oppressor
and oporessed, and that to join with
the sde of the oppressed against oporess—
ion, they had to give uvo the »rivileges
which they hold, including domin=tion in
meetings and self-importance which in
our soéciety are the province of men.
was sgreed that where men oppress women
this is the men's problem, and we should

1%

struggle with each other to overcome it
rather than wait for the women to tell
us }at we are doing.

Other small groups found their discuss—
ions on sexism were blocked by the fact
that some people had compnletely different
ideas of what gay oppression is. In

one group one nerson stopped the
discussion by versisting that the diff-
erences between men and women are not
important and that we should not talk
about this, This group went on to
discuss new possibilities in the running
of London GLF such as sogial evenings

on Wednesday, where much more attention
could be paid to new members and business
and 'heavy rap' sessions on Tuesdays

with all functional groups present.

Another of the small groups came up with
the idea that work in the community is

a very important way of getting through
to people and producing one gay liberaiion
alternative as a reality to people that
they can relate to in terms of their
everyday experience.

One of the main problems and pity was
that the gerneral discussion afterwards
Was not mearly long enough for us to

?ome to proper conclusions, and so the
1de§s that had come out were not put into
action in any serious way.
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the mal
reluctance 3 ale apparatus ;
to involv oneself in serious’aggszzyer :lth
, i8 the fruit tion to the
of centuries of womt

e
womb and its ha
fear. EaReSds

Womep must first of a
bodies, take over th
and, not least
meat doctors."

ils%ngorm themsel ves about their own
g b tﬁ y of gynaecology and obstetrics
€lr own prejudice in favour of :

cssesosesGermaine Greer.
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Venereal disease is the main
disease which takes away a
woman's right to control her
own tody.
kore women are teing exposed tO
VD today than in the past. This
is protably tecause women have
more sexual freedom today, but as
long as WD is a threat, women can
not have sex without fear and
ghls is limiting our sexual free-
om.

VD was on the decline in the 19508
but today it is the most widespread
serious compunicable disease in the
Ccountry,
If any other disease that is passed
from one person to another so eas-—
ily were that widespread it would
considered an epidemic and would
Teceive urgent natiomal attention.

There are two types of W, syphilis

and gonorrhea. There has been &

Tecent increase in syphilis, bub

gonorrhea is out of control and 18

& greater danger to women. For

a%18 reason, information is giwen
out gonorrhea.

Although syphilis and gonorr-
hea are two different diseases,
they have one thing in common
and that is that they are btoth
caught in only one way: from
having sexual intercourse with
soreone who already has the dis-
ease. The germs for each of
these diseases can only li e for
o matter of seconds outside the

human body.

If they tecome dry or too hot or
too cold, they die. Therefore,

to spread to a new person, these
germs must I deposited on warm

moist surfaces (such as the lin-
ing of the genitals, or perhaps

the mouth).

This means that sexual intercourse
with a person of the same or op-—
posite sex, provides ideal cond-
itions for the transfer of V.D.

germs.
The symptors of gonorrhea are dif-

ferent for men and women, even
though the gernm is the same.



SYMLFTOLS

Gonorrhea is often without symptoms
in women. About 90% of the women
infected with gonorrhea are not
aware of their infection. This is
contrast to men who usually tecome
aware of the infection within a mat
ter of days tecause of a pus dis-
charge from the penis and & burning
sensation whilst urinating.

TESTING AND DIAGNOSIS

There are two types of tests for
gonorrhea which women should te

aware of: the gram stain and the
culture.

The gram stain method of testing
involves taking a sample of the
discharge from the cervix in women
and from the uerethra in men,
placing it on a slide and examining
it for gonorrhea germs under a
microscope.

This method is about 99% reliatle

for men. For woren, howe er, the
gram stain method, although still

the only method used in many places
is highly unreliatle and should never
te used without also doing the
culture test.

Howe wr, it is important to emphasise
that even the culture test can be
ipnaccurate for women. Accuracy depends
greatly on which places are chosen

to take the culture from.

Ideally, the 4 places of possitle
infection - the cervix, urethra,
vagina and rectum - should be cultured
but this is very expensi ve.

If a single place is chosen for culture
it should be the cervix since a single
cervical culture will detect approx-
irately 82% of infected women. Even if
more than one place is cultured 6-9%
of infected women will not be diagnosed
in & single visit.

RESULTS OF GONORRHEA

Unlike syphilis which goes all
through a person's body, gonorrhea
is essentially a disease of the
genital and urinary organs.
(Soretimes gonorrhea tra wls through
the ©btloodstream and causes infect-
ion in the valwes of the heart, or
acute arthritis, blindness and even
death. The disease is more likely
to persist and spread in women than
in men tecause the cervix becomes
inflamed and the germs get into the
glands and do not pass out of the
todily easily. In men, on the other
hand, the germs stay at the initial
source of infection, usually the
urethra, where they can be more eas-
ily washed out of the tody.
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One of the most severe consequences
of untreated gonorrhea in women 1s
salpingitis a very painful infect-
tion of the tubtes which may lead to
abecesses or scarring of the fallopian

tutes).
Treatment

The normal treatment for gonorrhga.

is high-dosage injections of'penlclll—
in. If the first treatment does not
cure, the dosage is doubled fqr.a ;
second treatment or other antitiotics
are tried. However, treatment is
often not as safe or easy as it sounds
Gonorrhea germs, as well as the tody's
systems seem to haw the atlllty to
build up resistance to penicilllp.
Strains of gonorrhea are developing
which do not respond to the normal
high dosage of penicillin treatment.
One way these resistant strains seem
to develop is when a low dosage of
antitiotics is taken for protection
against the disease. This low dos-
age may not te strong enough to kill
the gonococcus germs, so instead they
adapt to the presence of antibiotics
and btecome resistant to them.

The atsence of latoratory diag-
nostic tests for gonorrhea which
are comparatble to the simple,
reliable blood test for syphilis,
and the lack of adequate and safe
treatment for the disease reflects
the priorities of a health care
syster that severely neglects many
of the basic health care needs of
women.

As long as the worst effects are
felt by woren, it is women who will
have to struggle to end VD.

Even if women get the very test

health care presently available:
: o

THERE IS NO PREVENTION.

THERE IS NOT DIAGNOSIS.

THERE IS NO FOOLPROOF TREATMENT
FOR ANY WONAN'S GONORRHEA .
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towards a just understanding, dame felicity grim.....

ose with a most elementary knowe
/ of the Bible and Christianity must
1edgebeen painfully agare of how the
havﬂly gtory of Christmas was twisted
loveperverted by the Street Theatre Group
4 the Cosmic Carnlva} held_at the Seymour
§a11- For the more dlsce?nlng Christian
tching the nerformance it must have been
o n more disturbing to hear the commen—
ev:or switching from St Matthew, Chapter
:2 gt Luke, Chapter without any explan—
ation whatsoeveT. Where indeed, one may
agk, was St Elizabeth and dohn the Baptist?
Are we to believe that the three wise
Kings were really.Queevs, the Archangel
Gabriel & woman, 1is @hls the GLF answer
to the Festival of Lighte
Once upon a time, long ago, Street Theatre
threw out the rule book of Street Theatres
before they even thought of performing
anything. Along with the book went several
people who believed in rule books and
formal acting lessons, and from that mom—
ent on a genuine attempt at collective
working started, not juston thinking,
but on ideas for productions and per—
formances. DBach event being examined
politically, each objection worked out,
and from the key elements a production
planned, leading up to a collective
struggle with inhibitions, ending up
with the performance. When the produc—
tion stage was reached, we early on
discovered that certain theatre methods
shaped by our previous culture was totally
inappropriate. For example we started
off with a liberator, peoples hero type
figure, only to become aware that this
was a myth and so new ways had to be
thought out which would show people
1iverationg themselves. This awareness
and critical examination of issues,
linked to action means that Street
Theatre must continually try to unde
stand all trains of thought in GFL.
Street Theatre is therfore & living por=
trayal on consciousness raising, externally
;0 %ts audience and internally to its
€mbers,
One of these trains of thought in GLF
Would say for example that drag was &
Put dowm of women. Ask one of these
People what they thought of you per—
OTmance angd the answer would be 'very
S€otistic', whidh whilst true as an
®halysis (and the question begs it)
1&nores the quality of the performance
Or the enjoyment it gave. It is an
:2§§¥sis without love or warmth
asp 108 on examining individual
o eCts of issues irtead of trying to
8lline the whole within the context of
exnerience'

Even th

Similarly the critieism.of our play

at the Miss World Contest was con—
cgrned not with the overall story, but
with the appeavance and behaviour of
our Miss Used contestants at the
beginning of the olay, totally ignoring
what happens to them as the end. They
felt that we put down women by our
exagerated mannerisms whilst we felt
they were no more exagerated than those
of the contestants themselves. This
attitude is best summed up by what
happened at the Miss World Contest

when the competitors left in their
coaches at the end. People booed thems
But the other attitude was to rush around
shouting don't boo them,,they’re women
and just as sppressed as we are.

By this token it would apnear that we
cna’t boo Mary Whitehouse either,

because she too is a woman., If, as
sisters say we shouldn’t bee women

because they are oppressed, verhaps the
brothers shouldn't hoo male chauvinists
because although we live in a male
dominated society, men are still oppressed
by a2 system which encourages by echooling
games and the nuclear family a male
chauvinistec nature. Love the queer
basher?

Surely the answer to this is that despite
conditioning there comes a time when
every person has to stand on her/his own
feet, and if Miss World Contestants

are into it for the same motives of
money, fame or success they are just as
guilty as Mecca, and just as oppressive.
In fact the booing made some of the
contestants in their coaches aware for

perhaps the first time that there was

an opposition and that they weren't after
all the baubles of Western Culture they
thought they were. When sisters see

our drag acts or the Miss World Contest—
ants performing, do they identify with
the women portrayed. When a sister thinks
of wmen or a woman, is the image that
comes to mind one and the same as that
portrayed in drag by Street Theatre. When
people discuss drag have they retainediam
image of the other kind of drag in use
outside GLF?

On an individual internal level there can
be no doubt-about the political value of
drag, for a man to dress in womens clothes
is to attempt to destroy the ego concept
of man built up by this society. If this
works it has an external effect also, and
if it applies individually, it can also
apply collectivelys
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1 have travelled

Nowhere

tnd done nothing

Heving accomplished all thet
Sufficient time was allowed me

To have

4 voice rings out snd deservingly crashes on so much cement

opposing the din of the mass ete

The male spesker from whence it came is tola

Why dont you shut your big bad mouth by a little girl
The male speaker is upset but does not upset himself

Deciding not to feel as silly as he suspects

Be may look now 21s0 to quench any appearance of visible shaking

Controls his hsnds

Carries on as usual

Just the same castes s glance warily in the direction of his shaker

She is impassive

Why dont you have a look at yourself

At this the poor speaker upsets himself

Freaks out snd sits down

Having been noticed by 2 brother himself

Experienced in like situations

Who considers himself to bd a

Passed Master of the Problem

uf making himself heard and understood promptly

Rips out a great voice full of concern and high regard
let there be quiet :

The little girl nudges him with her petit little elbow
You are & riot

Now the Passed Master braces himselfto inform her

T have travelled far snd donme meny things Sister

ihat have you done and seen tell me She tells him

J A

Look

At what this is

And gladly brother saw you

He listens

You who heve heard and seen
Have pulled out my eyes

And muffled the word you bleat
To be so fearful of talking
Down to you and of talking up
That the cross

0f this nude silence

Seems a real pretentious treat
YOUR whiplash ending is near
There is no order here

The picture frames a wilderness
And your body is big noises
Abump in the visual sense
ldeas fly Suppressing time

By the hour

YOUR voice gatecrashes the
Auditory nerves clangsbang
The door of my china shop
Senses Standing stunted
Responsibility reflects noi
Words tnat cuol into ncthlagaess
Gnawing apnle coloured stune
Has no ripeness

Popping pips from no core
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Don’t call me mister,you fucking

The Transvestite Transsexual
k
L
2 /
e

Dprag GQueen group hag been meet
%Q//
S

beast”

teas@d hair parodies of anytody's
traditional role. Some of us dress
that way-why not, some "regular"

woren dress that way-- tut we're

Just people and our taste covers the
whole spectrn, from mid:le-aged matron

to hot pants to mamx maxi-skir
to butch. e

ing for several weeks,. So far
about forty people have called
or visited. Somwe have come reg
ularly, some have drifteé& off.
almost all have been women-
people born males who live as
women, or more conmnonly, dress
a5 women whenever they get the
chance . Transvestite men-
people born female o live or

The wholg question of roles needs
to te examined, and particularly
vhat we, as transvestites,transsexuals,

dress as men (if language and drag queens can contribute to a
confuses you it confuses us too. new understanding of how they operate.
It's not meant to include us) Some of us are opposed to roles because
have so far not come forth. they can limit self-discovery. #e don't
Wwe're working to treak down Want to discard the rale role just to
these barriers tut for now this take on the female role. Others think
article will be the experience that transvestites can show people

of transvestite women. Not an that roles can te fun, if you're free
article really, just some to take the ones you want and discard
notes of things we've learned them when you don't want them any nore.

The inportant thing is, no one should
tell you, as a man or a woman, this is
the role you have to play, and you have
to play it all the time. One tv, when
told by a regular .oman, "You're just
parodying ry role,"replied, "Who said
it's your role'.

talking to each other.

How many of us are there?
Nobtody knows has any real
ststistics but there are
60,000 people in the United
Kingdom taking sex hormones.

Add to this the people who want
ther and those doctors won't
give them, the people who want
ther are afraid toask, and all
the transvestites who at the
roment aren't interested in
hormones. The sna.ing thing is,
rost of us think we're a tiny
rinorty. One tv thought she

was the only person in the world
who did this strange thing until
she saw the movie "Psycho" in
which the detective uses the
word, "transvestiteg" and she
thought, "there A word for itit

When we3Zre alone we tend to
accept the stereotypes. by
getting together we've dis-
covered how ridiculous they T
reall 4 i the grou
has eze;rgaig? SRat gf ﬁ#%¢f¢P

#hen we're -lone we tend to

There are muny questions we

are just beginning to examine.
Why is Danny LaRue a West End
institution when we get kicked
out of our. flats for wearing a
skirt? Apparently it's all
right if you're doing it for
money, tut perverted if you

do it for personal satisfaction.

A more central question is huw
to relate to other women. when
we talk atout our hopes and
fantasies it becomes apparent
that what we want above all

is to te accepted as women,
primarily ty other women. Fut
will we achieve this by looking
for ways in which we share exp-
erience with regular women or
ty develoring a unigue trans-
vestite consciousness?
Sometimes the second approach

seers real militant and proud,
at other times it seens a coOp-
out, accepting the prejudiced
view that we're not women,thct
we're some fee thirdsex(or
fourth or fifth?7-.Possibly we
can find some light by cons-
idering the situation of black
women and gay women, who de V-
elop black pride and gay pride,
tut still explore their feel-
ings as women. Think how much
more inspiring and beautiful the
women's revolutien will te when
it joyously includes all women.
Think of a Holloway demo with
transvestite, trans-sexual and
drag queen women, gay women and :
heterosexual women, black, yel- =
low, brown and white women, mot-
hers, daughters, poor women,

accept the stereotypes. Fy getting

3 together we've discovered how rid-
iculous they are. No one in the g
group has ever said, "What horritle
trick of nature has made me a woman
trapped in a man's body?" We just
don't think thut way. The psychias
trists who electro-shock us
tnink we're pathetic or tragic,
tut even those who are in Very nuch
in the closet enjoy teing transvestite
as long as there's sone outlet. We
don't follow any single profession.
Recently a G1f trother said he
thought rost transvestites .ere
upper class and in the art world.
At one meeting we had, among others,
& student, a house cleaner, an oifice
worker, an engineer, & prostitute,
a put entertainer, and a taxi driver.
lkost of all, we are not heavily rouged




rich women, working women, house
wives, and career women. Cert-

rRinly, whatever course we take

88 transvestites, transsexuals,

and drag queens, we nust first
destroy the trap wherein regular
women set up standards by which

they accept or reject us.

A similar question, perhaps even

pore immediate, is the question of
passing. Transvestites haw always
sought to pass as regular women by
disguising the voice, walking right,
etc. Certainly it's a thrill to have
& salesgirl say, "Can I help you,
madam?” But do we give up too much?
How can we escape the feeling of
teing just an illusion, something
that can't ke touched or looked at
too closely? And we lecome so para-
poid when we're worried people will
read us. 4also, one transexual said
you don't tecome the woman you are,
but the woman you can pass as-—-which
means you may feel like maxi-skirts
and scarlet capes, but you wear

trown midis so people notice you
less. So many sex-changes live in
constant fear people will discover
their pasts. One sex-change said
she's torn letween two desires, one
to disappear and be accepted as a
regular woman after struggling so
many years, the other to shout up and
down the street how bteautiful it is
to be transsexual. If you're young
and haven't suffered as much you're
too quick to say, te militant, don't
hide. Those who came out long ago
are often the proudest tecause they've
teen themsel wes the longest. But
they also know that if you pass you're
treated as a human being, if you don't
you're treated as a pervert or a
roadshow.

Yet there are also thrills to not pas-—
sing, or more precisely, not caring

if you pass. You dress, comb your

hair, use makeup to suit yourself, not
to go unnoticed. And you discower
yourself de wvloping street instincts:
how to handle crowds, how to judge
people approaching you, what to do about
police. One sister always carries an
Ttalian Women's magazine on the tube

so if someone speaks to her she can
wave the magazine and pretend she doesn't
speak English. You learn to laugh at
people tefore they laugh at you. You
become your owh street theatre. Two
trans vestites can conquer a whole
department store of uptight straight
people.

Certainly one thing tecomes more and
more clear as we come together, pass or
not pass, we can't let anybody tell us
what we are. One sister said that after
six months of psychiatric treatment she
discovered that no one knew her like
herself. We can't let anybody tell us
we're men when we know we're women.

%ge i

As Holly Woodlawn once said in New York,
"Don't call me mister, you fucking east".

Some people whose ideas or experiences
are reflected in this article are:
Roz, Paula, Rachel, Della, Edith, Susan,

Perry, Patty, Christine
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On_9P109 ouT alone
x—’;rﬂfrh%, e Hme.

Let us suppose you have been
ndragging" privately for some time

) dmg

and that you have been to a few putlic
events-say fancy-dress dances- dressed

as & woman, arriving by private car, or
taxi, and leaving the same way.This means
that you have not yet taken the risk of
walking down a street, getting on a bus
or train, or teing seen by the ordinary
public in fenale dress.

From this one can infer that you are used
to the application and wearing of make-up
and are sufficiently confident in your
dress sense to make your first solo
attempt to run the "sex barrier”.You have
probably spent some dreadful moments
contemplating this outing, and trying to
summon up enough nerve to see it through.
you reflect upon

However, eacl the
"expedition" it seems, yet you'
deterzined to the same.

Now each case but for the
rajority of TN encaounter

bound to be a

cenv

-inity of & er, a tus queue,
on the underg or in any well-1lit
not think of any
1o iown your

the
hat might
never
alone say:
W 7ithout ncing,
tut even if dne has a
natural fe -type walk, there are a heap

of mistakes one can wake in public.

One of the easiest traps to fall inta i
likely to occur in a tus gueue.lost nen
have been brought up to always allow a

& vehicle.So it ie quite easy to forget
that you are supposed to te a remale, and
let some woran who ha planted herdelf
alongside of you in the queue jump omte
the bus first. This is of course correct
tehaviour if you are dressed as a man, tut
when in dras it will more itikely earn you
& searching locl§ from the conductor or
conductress, and an even worse one when
your fare is ¢ ken - it night even get you
called "sir", instead of "dear".
Another thins to tewar in 1ind

in dealing

Wwith ,utlic serva:nts on conveyances, and ot
is to use short sentences and keep

-erwise,

your voice down. In this way , some of its

Lale overtones will be drowned bty the sound

of the street or that of the vehicle.

4 good trick for the first trip on the
underground 1s to jurchase your ticket
earlier in the Jday (whilst whearing male
clofhes aand use it later, when in "drag",
in the evening. Here however, o note of
Warning nust bte uttered. Never, on any
attempt to us : :
When in drag - there are certain private
Ciphers on these tickets which indicate

the sex of the holder.This right seem otviou

Obvious to soume., but it very nearly ex-

Posed pe to ridicule. i
Another thing that right seem obvious to
Bome is that it 1s very important to tind

woman passenger to precede them on mounting 1I<8

your every day season ticket

’Pﬂe 2.0

unless your destin-

4 friends house of flat

: 4 "neutral" toilet is
availatle, it is safest to limit your first
80lo excursion to atout a half an hour or so
unless you are Lrepared to endure acute
physical discorfort all the way home.

Always make sure that your friends are at
home by phonihg first if possible,; and if
by sheer bad luck they don't answer the bell
when you arrive, then immediatly make for
The nearest t.s stop or railway station, eve
even if it reans calling a taxi to get there
quic§ly. There are of course rany brave T¥s
who venture down womens toilets in full
"drag", tut it would te disastrous for a
first -time-cuter to attempt this, unless

he wants tc te in olved in a crimanal
prosecution.

Another risk that one ih drag is likely to
face is losing his way.So first make sure
yeu are au fait with the streets near yomr
lestination by studying « map of the distric

your jeurney. In fact,
ation is that of
where, of coursa

ecially in the vicdistrict beforehand, or, better still, slip

an A-% into your handbag.This will spare
yeu the embarresment of approaching complete
strabgers for directions; these people might
quite possibly see through your disguise, and
bring you down with an over-emphasized § sty
On the sutject of strangers, thefie is of
course the risk of an attempted pick-up,
especially wnere drunks are concerned. I hav
have found thut one ruse is successful in
dealing with these people, or in fact in

any case where one wishes to avoid convers-
ation,and taoat 1S tO take a foreign period-
ical with jou and iretend to read it.T hen,

ir an obviosiy unple« sant person tries to
start 4 convecsation, just say "noa

unnerstan', in tle most troken knglish

inat le.

These are ol corse only a few of the pit-

falls that f.ce one on a solo Jjourney on put~
lic trans,port in "drag"; tutthey are cert-
#inly the :cst iikely to occur. Of course,
confidenee is everything, as with most thange

- this cuices ounly with practice Most other
protlens cone unier the headings of dress,
style, deportment, make-up etc., which, of
course, one should attempt to naster before
venturing out «ione.

It wouid riil « took to cover all these in
detall, and rortunately this has been done
already by a t.iented woman sex-chkange, EhieD.y
living in the U.S.A.Entitled "How to te & woman
although Laie", it can te obtained From several
putlishers agents, notably from the prop-

rietors of tn< Continental Shoe Shop,
Westbourne Grove, London.
In this very trief article I have tried te

cover some cr wne difficulties facing those
planning their first sele venture. but should
any reader required further advice
Oor informatien
I will do ny icvel test to help.

One should write

me , care or the editors of this periodical 3
enclosing « stanped addressed envelope,
MLeanwhiie, Ltct ne wish you the best of luck

your first trii «lone.
FAULA.
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SIMONE OE BEAUVOIR. from Second Sex. 1949,

With women dependency is interiorised, she'is a_ slave ey
behaves with apparent freedom whrle' man! isiess

women, the husband is lndrgnant he feels{f_

BT,

oppressed and he is; but the fact |s that it ‘is

torment to bOth sexes

what is it that rips ynu 'off o

thick in a mix of disguises

pavements streets and: shops

your prescence gluts in hordes
you have it made

and yet

you ape my. eternal hrnther
whose pregnant. realrty

is this dope

have i marfe you mad he asks
you have i take
hut i.take it with salt :

| do not walk on pavements
rare

i do summersaults in the air.

ido not pay in shops
i serenade cashiers

i take wise counsel from
hillboards and keep a cool
head for reasons you don’t
know ahout

rare | repeat

what is it that rips you off
he made no simple reply

never ) melt
before the concrete
rots clean away

Angre srsters in Ho |
srsters inikitchen: , Sisters m
far:torres offices, sr:hools- .
and everywhere women are
oppressed by sexrsm
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¢ back in the earth
foroidden to pierce the ground
and see the sun;
denied the fruit of love,
We are not what we would become,
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Entrapment is no hamfist vice squad €op }jﬁm \ﬁ

But rigid cages of your words —
Philosophies imprison thought; légg ?{é >
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Qur voice has been unheard.
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COME OUT V™7~
dance dancedancedancedance
bhammersmith town hall 8Pm

women’s lib office
12-13 little newport st.
see you there, darling'

gay liberation front
5 galedonian rd. n.l.
837 7174 all week.



YOU MIGHT EVEN SEE...
MISS BUTCH & HER FEM!

R o
GAY WONMENS
THINK =N
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DOLICE HARASSHENT
OF  HOMOSEXUALS

THE BEGINNING OF THE END?

H20) HOMOSEXUALS
ARRESTED IN HARROW
LAST YEAR"

-POLICE TELL LATEST
VICTIM

MOST ENTRAPPED AT

SAME PUBLIC LAVATORY !

TODAY HE
ASK READERS?

"HAS POLICE HARASSMENT
—QUEER BAITING,

EVER DRIVEN YOU

TO MANSLAUGHTER

IN FEAR FOR

YOUR SAFETY'"- Like

a brother one night

on Wimbledon Common ?

moo HAS YOUR LIFE
s BEEN RUINED
CORNER EDITION.|& | ATELY?
N_IQMEI‘@ LIKE THE PEOPLl—"iNWHO
ED
‘ﬁg P%)ﬁ?ﬁv IN\IESTXGATEONS
THE '1NTERNAT10NAL

INTO
2

what about you!



WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT?

The cases illustrated on the cover are not isolateq
incidents of homosexual harassment and oppression - as we, you,
know. The 1967 Street Offences Act has not stopped discrimina-
tion - in fact, police harassment has since been ever increas-
ing - on a national scale. Not forgetting homosexuality is
still illegal in Scotland!

WHAT IS HARASSMENT ?

_______ The authorities start by banning the honest expression
of homosexual feelings, even kissing and holding hands in public,
——————— Police presence, intimidation and/or physical interfer-
ence outside gay clubs and pubs or outright suppression of
even private meeting places.

——————— Police then appear surprised to find frustrated homo-
sexuals in cottages, cruising and pick-up areas - e.g. Holland
Park Walk, Hampstead Heath, major railway stations. Now we
see police enticement, entrapment and provocation, arrests by
their provocateurs.

------- Police extortion of bribes to drop charges against
homosexuals for alledged sexual offences or indecency.

------- Police raids on gay parties, etc.

Harassment in the courts and/or prisons because you
are gay.

NOW_ -~ THE BEGINNING OF THE END ?

_ The National Council for Civil Liberties (NCCL) has

Publicly appealed for information and statements from homo-

sexuals to form the basis of a report on police discrimina-

;izgtaﬁalnst gay sisters agd brothers. The Gay Liberation

e as undertaken a nationwide campaign to publicise the
S appeal and to supply them with such information.

THE NATIONAL CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH A REPORT ?

such a: §§z°§éczy & ln@epe?dant and respected organisation
ations of such Will give impetus to the vigorous protest-

A resoo. Broups as GLF, CHE, Scottish Minorities...
report which we know will expose the positions of

homosexuals i i

S 1n society as s o

: econd-cl g
Police harassment._, ass cltizens subject toO

Please give your reasons here if you still prefer to remain anonymous:

DO NOT WRITE HERE

THIS "IDENTITY TAG' WILL BE DETATCHED AND CODED

TO PRESERVE THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF YOUR

STATEMENT .
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THUS paving the way for aimajor re-thinking of the
legal position of gay sisters and brothers in the communi. t
and leading to more effective legislation recosniisinaNn y
civil rights — unlike earlier reforms. gay

POLICE and legal authorities may be forced voluntaril
to let up their harassment, fearing the growing storm of y
unfavourable publicity.

NOW IT'S UP TO YOU...

If you have been harassed by the police since last
January (1971) because you were gay, you can make a positive
contribution to end discriminatory police action against
homosexuals.

We have included a blank sheet of paper for your state-
ment, your confidential statement, which is to be returned
DIRECT to the

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES,
152, Camden High Street,
LONDON. N.W.1.

(Telephone 01-485 9497)

The statement will require a full, thorough.and objective
account of the incident(s), including date, time, place, etc.

IT IS IMPORTANT that wherever possible you send supporting
statements from witness/es. Sign and date your statement.

YOUR STATEMENT WILL REMAIN ENTIRELY AND

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
THE NCCL HAS UNDERTAKEN ELABORATE SECURITY
PRECAUTIONS TO THIS END.

You will notice that there is a detachable identity slip
slip at the foot of the form — this will be REMOVED
and CODED!!!!

WE APPRECIATE that some of you may still be unwilling to
Provide your name and address. But PLEASE nevertheless, ?ake
your statement and instead of revealing your identity, Ve
your reasons for preferring to remain anonymous at the end

of your statement.



Also, include if appropriate, any expe?ience/awareness
of harassment by "authorities" etc., regarding attempts to
open gay clubs, etc. This information will be invaluable
in completing the dossier on the relationship in the various
areas between the open suppression of alternatives and the
consequent entrapment and harassment in those inevitable
haunts not necessarily of our choosing.

Unfortunately, NCCL will not be able to deal with

individual cases and problems, unless urgent/desperate;
their resources are already heavily committed.

A FINAL WORD......

YOU ARE GAY. THEN YOU ARE HARASSED, ALTHOUGH YOU MAY DENY
OR IGNORE IT. For while one gay sister or brother is
oppressed, then so are we all. But the situation is far
worse, and involves far more people, as you must realise.

Now we can help ensure that the tide will turn, against
those who oppress us. WE have a powerful ally in our fight.
But we can only win by recognising our collective identity
and honesty.

We have long endured, even accepted, as part of our communal
way of life, queer-bashing, blackmail, and other victimisa-
tion.

But it is against the worst manifestation that we must and
will stand and fight.

Our biggest obstacle is secrecy - the secrecy bred out of
the fear that has allowed all this to go on and which allows
many gays to believe it just doesn't!

HOW LONG CAN WE PRETEND TO BE CONTENT WITH AN ACT OF
PARLIAMENT WHICH RETURNS A COUPLE OF OUR NATURAL RIGHTS
WHICH WE ARE MEANT TO TREAT AS PRIVILEGES.....?

Further copies of this leaflet are available free from GLF,
5, Caledonian Road, London N.l. (telephone 01-837 7174), but
contributions to offset expenses will be most welcome....




