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IMPERIALISM ROTS WITH EVERY PASSING DAY,
PEOPLE’S REVOLUTION SURGES ON

WERC joins the revolutionary people of the world in saying
goodbye to the 1960s, amidst the paeons of victory, and advance
boldly full of revolutionary enthusiasm and confidence while they
march into the 1970s to seize still greater wvictories.

On this year's International Women's Day, March 8, 1970, we greet
the revolutionary women of the world who are today rising up and
fishting shoulder to shoulder with men in Asia, Africa and latin
America, not only for the achievement of national liberation from
imperialist aggression and colonialist plunder, but also for their own
emancipation.

In the citadels of world imperialism, ¥urope, America and Cceana,
millions more young women have played a heroic role in inflicting
severe blows against the decaying, dying capitalist system of exploita-
tion and oppression.

Crisis-riddled U.S. imperialism, No. 1. enemy of the world people,
has fast declined in the past decade and rots with every passing day.
Its agegression abroad suffered disastrous defeats. The whole
imperialist bloc headed by it has been rapidly disintegrating.

In an editorial published on the last day of the 1960s, the
"Christian Science Yonitor!" said that to US imperialism, the 1960s
was an "carthquake decade" and a "volcanic decade." It said that
"seldom in the United States has any 1lO-year span produced as many
violent tremors and shocks over so wide a field." The editorial
admitted that this "formidable giant" - US imperialism - found itself
"in many kinds of trouble" at home and in the whole world.

Not long after it had climbed to the position of the overlord of
world capitalism after world war two, US imperialism suffered a fiasco

in its war of aggression against Xorea and tumbled down from its
zenith. Then it landed itself in an ever more difficult position and
could not find a way out. This process of decline further accelerated

in the 1960s.

During this past decade, the revolutionary people of more than 30
countries or regions in Asia, Africa, and latin America, in defiance of
the frantic suppression and sabotage by imperialism and all reaction,
rose up and waged or persisted in revolutionary armed struggles. The
torrent of revolution is rolling ahead with irresistible force, sweep-
ing away all the dirt left behind by imperialism and the reactionaries.

With unparalleled heroism, the Vietnamese people have been engaged
in a protracted and strenuous struggle against US imperialism, resisting
the biggest and most savage'war of aggression carried out by US imperial-
ism in the world in the 1960s, inflicting disastrous defeats on US
imperialism and further exposing its true colours as a paper tiger.

The great victory of the Vietnamese people is an important contribution
to the revolutionary anti-imperialist struggle of the oppressed people
and nations of the world.

The Laotian people have been fighting heroically and dealing
heavy blows at US imperialism and its lackeys. The Burmese and
Malayan people have been persisting heroically in protracted revolution-
ary armed struggles and have brought about an excellent situation
through fighting.

Like a torrential wave, the people's armed struggle of Thailand
has rapidly spread to more than 30 of Thailand's 71 provinces in spite
of the U5 imperialist intervention with huge forces.
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The revolutionary people of India and Indonesia are actively
carrying on armed struggles, overcoming numerous difficulties.

In the Middle last, the newborn Palestinian People's Armed Forces
are fighting heroically and tenaciously against US imperialism and its
tool, Israeli Zionism, and for national liberation.

The armed struggles of the African people are rising tempestuously,
pounding heavily on the rule of colonialism and neo-colonialism,

The anti-US mass struggle of the Latin American people has surged
to an unprecedented high.

North America, Western FEurope and Japan - the "heartlands" of
capitalism - and Oceania, have witnessed an unprecedented storm of great
struggles of the working class and revolutionary masses in the 1960s,
marking the new awakening of the people in these areas. The proletariat
(working class) and the revolutionary people there have counter-
attacked the counter-revolutionary violence of the monopoly capitalist
class more and more frequently with revolutionary violence. ‘I'hey are
learning in struggle, directing the edge of revolution right at the
decaying and moribund capitalist system and at the US imperialist policy
of war and aggression, The struggle is so powerful and fierce that the
reactionary ruling circles are thrown into panic and, like sitting on
top of a volcano, cannot find a spot of tranquil land, especially in
the United States, the most oppressed, black masses have fired the
first shot of armed resistance against brutal repression in the 1960s
and kindled the flames of revolutionary rebellion., Like a furious
hurricane, the Afro-American struggle is shaking the very foundation
of the rule of US imperialism and gives powerful support to the struggle
of the revolutionary people all over the world. It is of great
international significance. The US imperialist ruling circles cry out
in alarm that this is "the most serious domestic crisis" in the United
States for the past 100 years and more,"

In the face of the vigorous upsurge of the revolutionary struggle
of the people of the world, US imperialist chieftain, Richard Nixon,
cried out again and again after taking office that US imperialism is
in "difficult years," The "US News and World Report," mouthpiece of
US monopoly capital, also lamented that "no matter where the new US
President looks across the face of the earth, he will find trouble"
and that "few bright spots are to be seen on the global horizon."

The 700 million Chinese people, following Chairman Mao's line of con-
tinuing revolution under the working class power are marching forward with
giant strides. China today is the bulwark of world revolution and a staunch
supporter of the independence of all countries..

In the Soviet Union, Krushchev and' his successors betrayed the great
behest of Lenin by raising the banner of !'production for profits'
(Liebermanism). Thus they threw over board the gains of socialist revolution
and socialist construction and embarked upon a reign of exploitation and
oppression of the working people.

Externally, behind the spurious signboard of 'peaceful co-existence',
these renegades from socialism have carried on progressively policies of
collaboration with U.3. Imperialism for the suppression of the revolution-
ary strugﬂies of the world's people. In fact, the rulers of the Soviet
Union have clearly emerged as social imperialists; socialist in words,
imperialist in deeds; as evidenced by their naked aggression against
Czechoslovakia and their war provocations on China's borders. Like their
rivals and partners U.S. Imperialists, these sorial imperialists are riddled
with contradictions and crises and are heading towards total collapse and
doom, under the impact of the people's revolutionary struggles.

The rapidly decaying and dying DBritish TImperialism is in dire straits,
facing ever decpening financial and economic crises. In its desperate att-
empt to extricate itselfl from its predicament, the monopoly capitalist
class have intensified their suppression of the democratic and trade union
liberties.

Continued on Page 9.
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END EDUCATION FOR SUBSERVIENCE

In present day capitalist Britain,
the educational system is designed to
directly serve the interests of big busi-
ness, monopoly capital and imperialism.
A select few are trained to take up tech-
nical and administrative posts in big
tusiness and the bureaucratic state mach-
ine, while the vaste majority, the work-
ing class, are denied any real opportun-
ities of developing intellectually or
acquiring scientific knowledge, and at
fif'teen are turned out for low paid jobs
a to face unemployment.

In this capitalist society, women
face even greater discrimination and opp-
ression than working class men. In the
apitalists' eyes, a girl's education
should prepare her for a subservient role
to men in society, for the unproductive
le of wife and mother in the system of
individual house hold economy, and as an
aven cheaper source of labour in the in-
dustrial front. To justify the more
in-tensified exploitation of nurses and
teachers the bourgeois hypocrites use the
facade of noble professions.

In her spare time, the woman should
lave something to think about, and our
alucational system certainly helps dir-
ectly here too. She should think of how
to make herself most attractive to men.
Thus grooming and fashion are always im-
p ortant things. Important things to
assign essays on in FEnglish class, take
up in llealth classes, discuss in Careers
lectures, or do projects on in Religious
Education classes. A trip through any
girls secondary modern will be rewarded
with enumerable charts on good grooming,
how to wear make-up effectively, etc.

(X course, the capitalist can be well
pleased with the prettified docile creat-
wes who rush to buy his cheap vulgar fa-
shion goods.  £20 million is spent ann-
ually on hair and another £12 million

@ face creams and powder.

Not the professed aim, but the real
aim, in secondary education is to prepate
girls for a subservient role to men with
m independent voice in this male domin-
ated capitalist society. Statistics,
@vernment reports, indeed casual obser-
vation confirm this. In both girls'
schools and coeducational schools,
zirls are funneled into domestic sciences
and 'arts' and are not given the same
opportunity as boys to learn science
ad acquire technical skills. The
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Newsom Report (1963) shows that more

time is given to science and maths in
oys' schools than in girls, where the
'practical subjects' (cookery and needle-
aalt) reign supreme.  School buildings
for girls are designed with poor labora-
tory and science equipment. The amount
gent on a girl who does take science in
sxhool is less than the amount spent on a
oy, as the following table shows.

(Schools) BOYS GIRLS

Local Education

Authority Grammar 13/6 11/6
Direct Grant 21/9 1173
Independant 20773 127~

These (igures also display the blatant
discrimination against working class boys
as the amount spent on boys increases
greatly as we go from LEA to Direct Grant
to Independent. Teachers come and go at
a faster rate in girls' schools and those
wo do teach maths and science have few-
e qualifications than in boys' schools.
Statistics show that in C.S.E. exa-
minations very few girls enter for Phy-
sics (some girls' schools do not even
offer the subject). In 1965, there
were 8,385 boys to 526 girls entered in
this subject. In G.C.E. '0' levels we
®t a similar picture where more girls
enter for Religious Knowledge, English
Literature, Biolozy (to make them aware
of their vital statistics?), art, music
and comrmercial subjects, but only 1/2
as many girls take Maths, 1/6 as many
Physics, and 1/4 as many Chemistry,
A lower percentage of girls stay on
ater the statutory school leaving age
(15) and in 'A' level courses, girls
are again funneled into English litera-
ure or arts and crafts while boys by
dout 4-1 are in the scientific and maths
ubjects. 'A' level entries in 1964
showed that half as many boys took arts
than science and half as many girls took
science as arts. Nevertheless the tot-
al number of boys taking arts outnumber-
al girls, indicating that a large num-
ler of girls who do stay on enter no ex-
an course but merely get 6th form 'fini-
shing' in non exam classes.
Thus, the vast majority of wirls
even those who stay on after filteen
ac not trained to perform or take up
a1y technical or scientific skills but



merely to make subservient docile wives
and perform unskilled jobs for low wages
\Wile at teacher training colleze I was
taught an answer to the question - Is

a girl's education important? - Yes it
most certainly is! The husband a girl
mrries is largely dependent on the am-
amnt and quality of education she re-
ceives' (Quality means 'special edu-
cation' - cookery, needlecraft, taste
in fashion and grooming, and the abil-
ity to look good while appreciating
the 'arts').

After leaving school girls have
the chance to get day release courses.
There is little opportunity to get app-
renticeship, except in hair-dressing and
amd far fewer university places are open
o girls. The ratio of men to women in
miversity is 4-1 and of course much
greater in the sciences.
The above facts only confirm that

the school serves capitalism and what
_mnopoly capital wants the schools should
iroduce. Monopoly capital wants cheap

unskilled women for industry, docile
subservient wives spending large sums
on fashion and cosmetics, and that is
what the secondary school does its best
to serve up. General discrimination
azainst the working class in the educat-
ional system is [urther intensified in
its discrimination against working
class girls.

Schooling of girls helps to rein-
force thne dependence on men, inertia,
ad social backwardness of women in cap-
italist society. But oppression breeds
discontent and resistance. Following
the militant action of Ford women mach-
inists, more and more women have become
conscious of their exploitation and opp-
ression. Demands for equal pay, bett-
a child care facilities, and equal opp=
ortunities ar. being put forward by the
increasingly conscious women's groups
around the country. It is high time that
the educational system which blatantly

1

discriminates against women and girls be
exposed and opposed. W.E.R.C. thinks
that just such a campaign is necessary.

There can be no fundamental change
in the existing social structure, inclu-
ding secondary schools, without a funda-
mental change in society as a whole.
This fundamental change in society means
transferring the political power of the
ipsses, the bourgeoisie, into the hands
of the working class, men and women.
This change in political power can only
te achieved through the full mobilization
of the masses, men and women, to fight
azainst monopoly capitalism and imperial-
ism. Women must be mobilized to play
their full part in the struggle against
reaction and in the glorious fight to
smash the old and build the new.  The
rew socialist society and socialist edu-
cation to serve the broad masses of the
people, the working men and women.

A campaign should be mounted to fight
against discrimination in society and in
education. In secondary schools a de-
mand for equal opportunities for girls
in all fields must be pursued. Girls
mst have equal job opportunities and
equal pay with boys, and equal opportun-
ity in day release and apprenticeships.
The myth of special education and im-
pelling girls into the 'arts', and the
'home economics' subjects must be expo-
sd and repudiated - that is, making
them fit for the marriage market and a
position of dependence on men in society
e must fight for schoeling that prepares
girls for full participation in social
jroduction and political action.

Above all, young women must take
part in the working class struggle to
overthrow the system which is the root
cause of their present subordination.

W.E.R.C. is launching a campaign to
win equality in education for women and
thus build a powerful movement to win
their liberation.

W.E.R.C. Presents
Pegey Seeger, Militant Folk Artiste
In a Revolutionary

CULTURAL PROGRAMME
On Friday, June 19, 1970

For further information, contact:

Secretary, WERC 37, Castletown Rd. W. Ik,

.---------I-Il-II-I-----------I-I---Il---------lll
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WOMEN, EDUCATION & CAPITALISM

"The project was felt by many to be
impious, morally shocking, because it
would Jistract women [rom home duties'.
[he project in guestion was the lounding
of a colleze at Cambridze University for
women . It succeeded in 1869. That
women were now entitled to an academic
education of the kind that men had been
enjoying for over 400 years was a great
advance, out ounly for the middie class;
and as such must be set azainst tie al-
most total lack of educational opporciti-
ities for workingz women at the time.
Nevertheless, tue quote epitomizes the
traditional approach to women's educat-
ion: sy should they have any?

In capitalist society women have al-
ways been relesated to the position of
domestic slave and producer of children.
tducation is not [or them. Despite the
cries and claims of equality in present-
day education, girls are still trained
for future domesticity and, by extension
ccononic dependence. A campaign agai-
nst discrimination in education is a
vital aspect oi’ any women's movement,
aund one which will help mobilise women
for tne much broader fiziht to achieve
complete political and social liberation.

HISTORICAL NOTES

nwiat one tends to think of' as the
nlstory ol” women's education in this
country is in fact the history of middle-
class women's education. Tne workinz-
class, voth male and female, nas always

veen deprived of education. [t is cer-

tainly true that working women in the 19t

Century earned 50% or less than their
male equivaleat in most trades, but it
cannot be said that men were enjoying an
education to which women, through social
inf'eriority, were not admitted. tiluca—
tion was the prerogative of the nourzeoi-
sie in Victorian society. Gl course
there were successes: the awnission oi

women Lo university [rom the 70's on; Lae

founding of tihe first woumen's medical
school in 1874; tine release of women [rom
{lower—-arranging to teaching; but a mid-
dle-class moveinent can benel'it only the
middie-ciass. And thouazih evening inst-
itutes for the working class were started
in the last two decades of the century.
they could hardly venel'it workine women,
Who renained tieo to Laeir nomes with
their children, tryinz to make ends mect
on Loeir nusoands' income.
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When women worked, it was to provide
a supplement for their husband's income.
[here was no question of leading an inde-
pendent life or ol receiving any sort of
education other than what was compulsory.
At tne curn of the century, over one mil-
lion working women were empioyed as dome-
stic servants; they also formed the bulk

of" those employed in sweated lapour, whewe

no apprenticeship or training existed.

In agriculture they were on seasonal em-
ployment, working 12 hours a day, but al-
ways to supplement the amily income.
They remained chained to the economic
needs of” the home.

EZDUCATION NOW

Secondary education has always laid
ereat emphasis on training girls for the
home. some working class ovoys do study
at technical colleges or become apprent-
iced and attend day-reieasc colleges.
In theory girls are also incorporated in-
to further education schemes, but few em-
ployers will spend money and time on th-
eir female stafll to let them attend Coli-
ezges of Further Education. 'he vast ma-
jority of working class girls leave sch-
ool at 16, probably without U levels, and
expect to work for two or tnree years. at
most, in unskilled jobs, oefore marrying
and bringing up a family.

What of women at university? They
are, of course, a privileged elite.
Working class women are rarely educated

neyond the age ol 16 hence their intell-

ectual development remains stunted. But

for the small section of women who do
have this opportunity, their 'freedom' is
rescricted one. Very {ew women study
science subjects; tiey are channelled in-
o arts faculties anda €merge three years
later with a degree and no use for it.
[hus women graduates are contained oy the
very limitations ol their education.
Law and medicine remain the traditional
male professions in Western countries.
fhe fact that 15% of the doctors in this
country are women is not haphazara, the
admissions do not vary: it is the stand-
ard percentage of places 'reserved' for
the few women who can prove their worth
with nigher A level zrades than prospeci-—
ive male medical students (another source
oi* inequaliity) .

airls are tawsht Crom the aze ol 13
or 11 tu accept the limitations of veing
[female. And their restricted cuucation
L5 part of the conditioniny process.

Continued on Page 11.
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PEOPLE'S WAR OF SVIETNAM

SURE TO TRIUMPH! |

RESOLUTION: ON FEBRUARY 15th London I\/Ieeting on Army Day

on the Anniversary of the ARMY DAY of’ the
RiPUSLIC OF SOUTH VIET NAM.

'nis public meeting, held under the
joint auspices of the Britain-Vietnam Sok
idarity fFront and the Women's Equal Rights
Campaign, hails the anniversary of' the
unification of* all the fighting patriotic
arned forces of South Vietnam, the Nati-
onal Liberation Front, the Cao Dai forces,
the militias in the cities and country-
side, after the great historic Tet offen-
sive of 1968.

Consolidating the ereat victories won
in the zeneral offensive and mass upris-
inzs, the heroic south Vietnamese people
[urther strengzthened their unity, took
the sizniflicant historic step, the est-
aolishment of' the Provisional Revolution-
ary Government of South Vietnam.

On the battlefield, frustrating all
the "paciflication" plans of" the enemies,
the Peoples' Liberation Armed lorces, in
1969, launched {our major campaizns, pui-—
ting out of action some 615,790 U.5. pup-
pet and satellite troops.

The PLAF destroyed 6,400 aircraft,
1,700 war vessels, 10,000 vehicles 500
big guns and 900 storages. As compared
with 1968, the enemy lost 7 per cent more
in war planes and 7 per cent more in
ships.

The PLAK and people biazed away at 95
per cent of the district towsns, townlgts
and military sub-sectors and over 900
posts, disbanding 130 "pacification" te-
ams, wiping out 18,000 cruel encmy azents,
and razing more than 700 "stratesic ham-
Ltets" and other concentration camps.

Under the impact ol the PLAF and peo-
ples' offensives, desertions, revolts and
mutisies, involving wnole placoons and
vr)mpalnivs, pecwine rampant  amnony Lae gup=
pet army. According to incomplete stat-
istics, a total of® 190,000 puppet troops
deserted or mutinied before crossinz to
the revolutionary forces in 1968S.

In addition to big military successes
the political strucgle has steadily gain-
ed momentum. The people as the masters
of" their destiny are forging ahead to
build a new life in the liberated zone,
as is amply demonstrated by increased pr-
ognction, extensive education an: cultur-
al adver The peopl '~ tikciy plenti-
ful cont, -tion in manpower and material
to the front has assured a sustained,
victourious [izht. In the towns the str-
uzgle for improved living standards, dem-
ocracy and peace has drawn‘in larger and
larger sections of the population, while
in the camp of the puppets, strife and
srisis have shaken the whole structure ol
the Thieu-Ky-Khiem clique.

The heroic Vietnamese people, keepins
up their tradition of revolutionary her-—
oism, have displayed the inf'inite power
of peoples' war against U.S. azgressors
and for national salvation, thus makin.z
important contributions to the anti-impe-
rialist struggle of the oppressed people
and nations of the whole world.

Taking full part in the patriotic
oeoples' war, the great heroic women of
Vietnam have not only made their own
“mportant contribution on the battlefiel .
1 production and social life, for the
liberation of their fatherland, but in
['act have marched forward to their own
vriancipation.

Today, the great example of tie herc-
ic women of Vietnam is like a beagon,

i :hting the path for the women of of »
countries, to follow.

The vile and orutal nature of U.>.
imperialism will never change. Though
it has suffered disastrous defeats in i:s
war of azgression in Vietnam, it will
never abandon of its own accord its rab-
i amoition to occupy south Vietnam by
lorce. lhe Nixon government is pushin
its counter-revolutionary dual tactics
of chanting hymns of "peace" and playin:
the fraud of "troop withdrawals" from
South Vietnam on the one hand, and proc-
eeding with the so-called "de-Americani -
zation" and "Vietnamisation" of its war

Continued on Page 13.
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Not for Women’s Equal Righ
But

Exposure of N.J.A.C.V

Since the women machinists' militant
struggle in June 1968 at Fords, Dagenham,
against sex discrimination, the whole
qiestion of women's rights has come to
the fore.

Young women's groups and organisat-
ions, supported in some cases by women
with long experience in the struggle,
lave been formed to fight against centur-
ies-0ld social oppression and male domin-
ation.

With a view to cashing in on this
Iew upsurge, some elements in the Labour
Party and trade union movement rushed in
to pursue their own careerist aims. At
a meeting in the House of Commons, a
group led by Christopher Norwood, Labour
P, announced the formation of the Nat-
ional Joint Action Campaign Committee
for Women's Equal Rights.

In a fanfare of publicity this group
claimed the support of a number of trade
wmions, political groups and organisati-
s, including the Communist Party. A
Five-Point Charter for women's equal
rights was also proclaimed. A call was
even given for a national demonstration

for equal pay for women. Did they be-
lieve that after 80 years of hedging,
the 'defenders of freedom and equality'
the TUC were going to act in 1968?

In May 1969, because of the enthus-
iasm and hard work of the new women's
groups and their supporters, about a thow
thousand people turned up in Trafalgar
Square. Except for a token number of
trade unionists and MPs, there was no
evidence of the proclaimed support of the
big unions and the progressives ('In 1963
the TUC overwhelmingly decided to back
t he Equal Pay struggle. If you decide
to fight, the whole might of the Trade
lhion Movement must swing behind you ..'
NJACWER leaflet) .

In London a number of militant
groups of women joined together to con-
stitute the Women's Equal Rights Campa-
ign. Individuals from VJACWEH who cla-
imed they represented various trade
Wnions and the Communist and Labour Par-
ties were also members of WERC. Very
2on the younger people realised that
these veterans were not only trvino +#-

subordinate WERC to their faction-~
al fights for control in NJACWER,
but to hamstring WERC from indepen-
dent development into militant
wonmen's movement,

Although one of these NJACWEK 'spok-
esmen' announced plans for a National
Rjual Pay Day on September 12, not only
wre no preparations made in any other
Jart of the country, but every attempt
was made to sabotage WERC's London meet-
ing by trying to have it cancelled and
finally withholding a help or support.
fubordinade WERC to ir factional fi-
dits for control in NJACWER, but to ham-
string WERC from independent development
into a militant women's movement.

These women on one pr «t after an-
other tried to oppose supporting action
for the hard-pressed nurses. But des-
pite their obstructive tactics, the
WRC public meeting, high-lighting the
mrses struggle, was a success thanks to
the conscientious efforts of the London
Foups.

The NJACWER 'spokes
wmion stalwarts did not e
the meeting.

Information about ‘ho Y'l“'illl'iﬁ35 and
infighting among the NJACWER groups has
been leaking out.  WERC, nHLCh adopted
a policy of co-operation with all organ-
1sations who genuinely support women's
struggle, wished to find out more about
NJACWER. They learned that the Chair-
mn, Christopher Norwood, Labour MP for
Mrwich South (a seat which is certain
o fall to the tories in the next Gener-—
al Election) aspires to high Office in
USDAW (Union of Shop, Distributive and
Allied Workers), a Union with a high
percentage of women members. Norwood
Iopes to use NJACWER as a facade for the
realisation of his ambitions. He has al-
ready announced that he will not seek re-
election to Parliament.

Following the founding meeting at
the Touse of Commons, a self-appointed,
self-perpetuating cquuc has been runn-
ing NJACWER, making no attempt to invol-
ve others in Norwood's.set-up and allow-
ing no place for branch representation.
lhey have kept a tightly closed shop.

ny

n' and trade
sn turn up at

Those women who set up tpranches' of
NJACWER on their own initiative have
heen severely rebuffed by the ' founding
fathers', Norwood and Co.



Their eyes were opened at the meet-
ing of the General Committee on October
4 when representatives of 'branches' in
Birmingham, West Middlesex, and South
london were refused voice or vote on the

important issue of electing a new Secre-
tary.

A resolution from South London de-
manding representation and voting rights
for branches was ruled out of order by
the Chairman at the start of the meeting
without even being heard. From the be-
ginning of the meeting questions were
raised from the floor about voting rights
and they were all ruled out of order.

Even according to their own rules,
the closing date for nominations was
July 19 and, at that date, only one val-
id nomination for Secretary had been re-
eived. Norwood over-ruled the half-
iearted reminder of the outgoing secre-
tary, Fred Blake, and insisted on further
mominations there and then.  Norwood
himself was promptly nominated and vac—
ated the Chair.

When one of his own cronies, Ken
Graham, suggested that the voting be de-
ferred in view of the new nomination un-
Gl the 'Working Party' had decided who
had the right to vote, Norwood complete-
ly lost control of himself. Panic-stri-
&en, he thumped the table and shrieked
t hat he 'ruled' that only members of
the General Committee (i.e. those who had
gpointed themselves on October 22) had
the right to vote.

During a furore of protest from the
mjority in the meeting, the new Chairman
Audrey Hunt went through the farce of
reading from a list of the privileged
feople who had been at the House of Com-

mons on October 22. Only 17 were pre-
sent and voting cards were handed out to
them. Out of about 50 or 60 people pre-
sent at this meeting, Norwood was elected
by 11 votes to 6.

In their own leaflet, NJACWER claim
to lead and co-ordinate the struggle
with the support of 40 other organisat-
ions. However, in spite of their Five-
Point Charter, in one whole year since
formation, these frauds have taken up no
other issues apart from their half-baked
equal pay campaign, have brought out no
onstitution, nor have made any attempt
at mass membership. .

Seeing this, the Women's Equal Rights
(ampaign wants to establish a serious
arganisation which will fight on all
fronts for women's equal rights and will
m-operate with all individuals and
arganisations who wholeheartedly take up
this struggle.

The liberation of women is an inte-
gral part of the struggle of the entire
wrking class and oppressed peoples for
emancipation, and Christopher Norwood
and his ilk cannot stem the rising mili-
tancy of women.

The Women's Equal Rights Campaign
has drawn the necessary lessons from the
disgusting displays of Norwood, the phon-
ey claim of 'massive' -trade union supp=
ort, the hypocritical faith in Barbara
(astle and the trade union bosses and
the rampant male supremacist leadership.

We hope to build a genuine revoluti-
mary women's movement, to reach a commm
wnderstanding among ourselves, and to sp-
ell out our own demands to represent
women's real interests.

Despite all the manoeuvres of the T.U. bosses, the broad masses of the
working class are rising in revolt. As for example from January to Nov-
ember last year, the British workers strike struggle inflicted on monopoly
capitalism a loss of 6,300,000 working days or one third more than that of
the whole of 1968, and the highest record in 12 years. At present more than
two million workers and employees in Britain have taken action for higher
wages. They include car and railway workers, postal workers, nurses, school
teachers and local government employees.

It is in this background that women, especially young girls are gaining
a new awakening. While college and school girls have been taking increasing
part in the anti-imperialist upsurge and solidarity actions with the national
liberation movements, as in Vietnam, thhe Ford women machinist's militant
action added a new dimension to women's inequality and super exploitation in
the national economy . There is a new revolutionary consciousness among
women which is finding increasing manifestations in their own organisations
to fight sex discrimination, social oppression and male domination and for
their total emancipation. The fraudulent 'Equal Pay' Bill by the Labour
Government can not hoodwink women for long.

In the present era of world revolution, W.E.R.C. while observing this
yYears! International Women's Day. hails the great victories won by.the women
in the national liberation movements, People's China and Albania, extends
best wishes for new successes to our sisters all over the world.

Continued from Page 3. PAGE 9,



New Abortion Laws,an Advance,

The women's Equal Rights Campaign
states clearly in its aims that women
should have the right to decide whether
or not they will bear children. A
woman knows her own economic and social
situation best and must be the judge of
whether or not the position she has
been forced into in society will allow
her to be a good mother. No-one knows
better than a woman herself whether or
not she should go ahead with the
pregnancy. She knows that if she
feels disinclined to bear a child,
she will not do justice to the up-
bringing of the child.

WERC underlines that if a woman
wishes to have children, social and
economic conditions should not deny her
this right, nor must she be forced to
give birth to a child. This decision
should be hers and hers alone, and not
the prerogative of any experts, medical
or psychiatric, who can only be advis-
ers.

WERC firmly believes that since
women only have to bear children this
fact should not be used as the pretext
for denying her full participation in
the economic and social life of the
community thus reducing them to econom-
ic dependence and servitude to men.

In keeping with this firm stand,
WERC held a public meeting on February
4, at Student Movement House at which
Faul Ferris, well-known author and

then

journalist who has written on the subj-

ect spokeThe meeting was well attended
and a lively discussion took place.

‘Mr. Ferris gave a brief account of
the Abortion Act (1969) itself and went
on to give some information on the
development of law and the views
currently held among the medical pro-
fession.

One thing that came out at this
meeting was that the new Abortion Law
has changed women's situation in this
respect, and for the better. Whereas
up to 1967 only rich "society" women
could obtain a safe private abortion,
now a wider section of women could use
the facilities of the National Health
Service.
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But Denies Women’s Freedom

SHARON

EARLE

The new law states that under
certain conditions any women can
obtain an abortion on the National
llealth Service. But the conditions
are that in the views of two register-
ed medical practioners 1) the con-

tinuance of pregnancy would cause risk
to the physical or mental health of
the pregnant women or any other child-
ren in her care than if the pregnancy
were terminated, or 2) If the
pregnancy will cause substantial
to physical or mental well-being of th

risk

unborn child so as to render it seriou
ly handicapped.
The law also states that account

may be taken of the woman's "actual ox
forseeable environment."

This law does not give
of decision to women as to
not they will bear children. it
gives the right of "judgement" to two
registered medical practitioners both
of whom are likely to be unfamiliar
with the factors which will determine
whether or not it is best that the
woman go through with the pregnancy.
Their arbitrary decision which
strongly bears on the woman's future
is more affected by their own attitude
than an acquaintance with the facts
surrounding the woman's physical and
mental situation.

In assessing the Act, it is im-
portant to remember that basically anf
women is at the mercy of the two
medical practitioners whose advice
she is forced to seeck. If she is
denied approval at the first attempt,
she can to to other doctors but,
having been denied abortion by the
first two, other doctors may not be
inclined to contradict the first
decision. Also, the longer she is
forced to wait for consent due to
reluctance on the part of doctors,
the more difficult and hazardous will
be the operation.

The facts about the availability
of abortion:and procedures as to how
to obtain it are not widely known to
large sections of working class
women and this in practice means that
abortion is not available to many.

the right

whether or

SO



Continued from Page 6.
THE EXPERIANCE OF REVOLUTION

The advocates of gradualism who bel-
ieve that women's situation will be cha-
nged in stages, bit by bit, have a lot to
learn from the experience of revolution.
It is significant that in the Russian,
Chinese, Vietnamese and Cuban revolutions,
the secondary position of women was one of
the Cirst inequalities to be attaclced.

And attacked on all levels. When wowen
take up arms alongside men to change

o e i

When considering abortion, it is
also necessary to take into account
the availability of birth control
measures - for the better and more
easily available the birth control
measures, the less necessary is
abortion. If safe and reliable birth
control facilities were made available
to all women, abortion and any
health risks would become much less
an occurance,

During discussion, Mr. Ferris,
in response to various points raised
on the final decision whether or not
to bear children must be the decision
of the women herself, stated that the
medical profession would be offended
if the decision-making prerogative
was taken away from them - that they
consider this part of their "pro-
fessional rights." According to
Mr. Ferris, the doctors would be
reduced to the position of "techni-
cians." To this, the women in the
meeting clearly stated that this
was unquestionably the right of the
individual woman and not of a handful
of "professional men" whose function
in reality is that of a technician
of the human body. Why should they
be given ultimate Jjurisdiction over
this important matter which affects
every woman's personal and social
life, besides her health?

Along with this is the fact that,
as in all other aspects of life in
capitalist society, a petit-bourgeois
(middle-class) woman is more likely,
because of her privileged class back-

ground, to know how to go about getting

favourable medical opinion than would
a woman of the working class.

society, tiicy cannot ne ignored when the
revolution has been won.

are listened ro. ies o
laws and social reforms concerning marr—

iage, educational opportunipy, legal equ-
alivy, contraception, abortion, the form-
avion of women's unions.
education is not an isolated campaign;
only in the context of a whole social aw-
a:~niug can it be fully realised. It
mist be integrated into all other spheres
of activity relating to women and women's
liberation.

lheir demands
Thus the series of

The demand for

Further discussion also revealed
that because many doctors refused
abortions in most cases, those
doctors who do readily consent to
performing abortions, did as many as
LO to 50 operations in a few hours
which results in hastily and ill-
performed abortions, in a lot of
cases women leaving the clinic less
than an hour after the operation,
having undergone the operation under
insanitary and crowded conditions.
Here again, clinics vary according
to area, the clinics in working class
areas being far inferior to those in
areas of well-to-do classes.

The majority of those present
at the meeting agreed that doing
away with the oppression of
reactionary abortion laws and all
other forms of oppression and
exploitation, means it is necessary
to alter not only the abortion law,

but to change the whole of society
which governs attitudes and laws
under capitalism which operate to
sub jugate and oppress not only women
but the whole of the working class.
This can only be done by social
revolution,

The socialist society would
provide proper medical care and
all-round facilities which enable
women to lead healthy lives as
mothers and citizens, along with
men, in the interest of the working
people.
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Equal Pay Law-Lawyers* Paradise:

' v
says Observer

(an article by Hugo Young published
in the 'Observer')

FQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WHAT?

In the History of British social ref-
orm, Mrs. Castle's Bill establishing equ-
al pay for women who do similar work to
men will doubtless be counted an import-
ant milestone. And so, in its way, it
is. It means that women cannot now be
regarded indefinitely as slave labour,
undercutting men's rates for the same
job. It holds the promise that employ-
ers may be compelled to do what many
have never done for themselves: use
their female labour efficiently. Above
all, it will bring a modicum of basic
justice into the lives of some women.
These arguments are so obvious and so in -
contestable that they would be redundant,
but for the astounding fact that they
have been resisted for 50 years.

. Only a society steeped in conservat-
ism and riddled with anti-feminine preju-
dice could regard the equal pay Bill as
a radical measure. It is, in fact, a
puny thing, likely to have a narrow eff-
ect. It proposes to correct a flagrant
detail of discrimination which, had it
been practised not on women - a silent
majority — but on an arbitrary minority-
such as people with red hair, would long
ago have been recognised as intolerable.
But if the Bill is expected to usher in
true equality for women at work it will
prove to be a mirage. The reason for
this can be simply expressed: although
the Bill says something about pay, it
says nothing about work.

For the great majority of women, equ-
al pay is not their problem. Relatively
few are doing jobs alongside men, and ev-
en fewer may be doing them after employ-
ers, under the impetus of the 8ill, have
redefined their work to establish that
it is not the same, or automated them out
of existence. Most working women are in
jobs which men never touch, at the very
bottom of the pay scale: the drastic de-
cline (34 per cent) of skilled women in
industry between 1911 and 1951 has stead-
ily continued. Likewise there is much
convincing evidence which suggests that,
at the professional level, the woman's
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dilemma is not so much pay as gross and
systematic lack of opportunity.

The cycle of inequality which consig-
ns women to the bottom of the labour mar-
ket reaches into virtually every corner
of British life. It can be traced in
formal education, vocational training and
job allocation, in the professions and
management and public life. Naturally
there are historic reasons for this, al-
though few of them survive rational exam-
ination. But before rehearsing the in-
genious pedantries and ageless rational-
isations of prejudice, it is necessary to
recall a few of its manifestations.

Discrimination commonly begins at
school. Girls unlike boys are not enc-
ouraged to acquire vocational skills use-
ful in employment; and it has long been
Government policy to supply girls' schools
with markedly fewer facilities for science
subjects. At university, where there are
about three times more men than women, in
engineering, technology and applied sci-
ence men outnumber women by more than 40
o g If this reflects sexual taste,
it is a taste largely fashioned by schools
and employers.

The same prejudice is found at all
levels of industry. It is a rooted ass-—
umption of most employers and many unions
that girls should simply not be trained.
In 1967, only 2 per cent of girls entered
apprenticeship, compared with 13 per cent
of boys. Only 8 per cent of girls under
18 were granted day-release for further
education, compared with 34 per cent of
boys. When women are Jenied basic tra-
ining on this scale, it cannot be disput-
ed that they are incapable of skilled
work - or that in many cases they will
fall outside the equal pay Bill.

In the professions, inequality is al-
most as easily quantifiable. There are,
in fact, two professions in which women
outnumber men. But it is significant
that these professions, teaching and soc-
ial work, where equal pay obtains, are
among the most.abysmally rewarded. In
engineering, accountancy and the law, the
proportion of jobs for women is infinite-
simally small, in many cases less than a
fraction of 1 per cent. The traditiona-
1ly inferior position of women in the med



ical profession is buttressed by the
strict entry quota operated by most med-
ical schools against women, regardless
of intellectual ability.

In public life the "statutory woman"
is still closest to the heart of govern-
ments. The small number of women in
Parliament is only partly the fault of
the electorate. On the list of approv-
ed candidades compiled by Conservative
Central Office, only about 40 of the
1,000 names are women's. Of the 186
members of Royal Commissions and relat-
ed bodies appointed between 1964 and 1966,
only 27 were women.

In particular cases, of course, the
reasons given to justify this historic
imbalance are valid enough. It is some-
times true that women are physically in-
capable of doing the same work as men.
It is sometimes fair for an employer, if
he looks no further than next year's bal-
ance sheet, to resist training women on
the grounds that they will not stay.

It is very often true that women, by their
passivity in the face of injustice, are
their own most enduring enemies.

But discrimination against women is
not a matter of particular cases. It
rests on a Victorian attitude to women's
work, which itself depends on assumpt-
ions which are now false. It is false
to suppose that Britain does not urgent-
ly need all the skills she can cultivabe
notably in science, engineering and med-
icine. It is equally false to imagine
that women are not interested in suppl-
ying them, both before and after marri-
age. The 1965 Government survey of wo-
men in jobs found that 20 per cent bel-
ieved they were making less full use of
their qualifications. Az aiingssiifaalliE
married women doctors who wanted to work
could be fitted into jobs, they would

add the equivalent of 400 full-time doc-
tors.

Least credible of all, finally, is
the supposition, festering deep in the
male subconscious, that women are not
"appropriate" in certain jobs. If the
State of Michigan can outlaw female bar-
tenders, while permitting female shift
work at night, where is the justificat-
ion for British practice? If 75 per
cent of Russian doctors and 75 per cent
of Russian engineers are women, what is
so peculiar about British society that
its situation must be so different?

The revolution will not be easy.

It involves a profound readjustment of
social attitudes, and far more flexibil-
ity than now exists for women to work
without totally abandoning the home.

But in justice and economic wisdom it
must be done, and by a law which estab-
lishes the framework far more comprehen-—
sively than the equal pay Bill. The
Race Relations Act provides an obvious
model: an assertion by society, with
powers of enforcement, that women shall
not be unwilling victims of discriminat+
ion.

It is well known that the great Am-
erican Civil Rights Act of 1964 provided
a model for the Race Relations Act.

Wnat is less familiar is that the Amer-
ican law covers sexual discrimination,
and that in its first year of operation
more than 40 per cent of the cases under
it were brought by women. This was ef-
fected without noticeably imperilling
the integument of American society.
Until something like it exists in this
country, equal pay is likely to provide
a bigger feast for lawyers than for wo-
men, and leave undisturbed the multiple
oppressions of the majority.

Continued from Page 7.
on the other, in order to hoodwink the

people of the world and achieve its crim-
inal objective of colonial occupation of’
south Vietram.

The progressive and revolutionary
people of Britain are convinced that fol=
lowing the great teachinz of the immortal
President Ho Chi Minh "keep firm resolve
to fight the U.S. aggressors till victo-
ry'", the heroic Vietnamese people, by per-
severing in protractea war, in maintaining
independence and keeping the in-
itiative in their own hands and in rely-
ing on their own efforts, will certainly
smash the intrizues and plots of U.S.
imperialist aggressors and other reacti-
onary forces. The heroic Vietnamese
people shall completely defeat the U.S.
aggressors, liberate the south, defend

the north, and achieve peacetul reunif-
ication of their sacred fatherland.
Victory to the National Liberation Armed
Forces of South Vietnam!
Victory to the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of South Vietnam!

Long Live the Memory and Teachings of
President Ho Chi Minh!

Long Live the Friendship between the
British and Vietnamese people!

Death to U.S. aggressors and other
Reactionary Forces!

Workers and Oppressed Peoples of the
World, Unite!
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[ETTERS

WOMEN’ S LISERATION’ welcomes your views

organisations may also send reports of their

Miss A.M, Pierotti of Kew Gardens
writes:

"Although it is the stated aim of
your Campaign to secure equal opp-
ortunities for women in employment,
the claim that they should be enti-
tled as of right to maternity leave
with pay and to return to their
former job after such leave would,
in fact, militate against the em-
ployment of all women of child-
bearing age since it would make a
woman a less desirable employee than
a man of similar qualifications and
experience, It seems to me that
the only safeguard for women is to
require that incapacity for work

on account of maternity should be
dealt with under the same regulations
as apply to other absences owing to
illness, injury or disability. In
this way the employer's liability
would be the same towards the worker,
man or woman,

I trust that your Committee will
give further consideration to this
point for, as it stands, you are
asking for special terms for women
workers which are not only inconsi-
stent with the other aims but would
as I said, militate against the em-
ployment of the younger woman,
Equal pay, important as it is, will
not meet the claim for equal econ-
omic equality unless women have e-
qual opportunities with men of se-
curing the posts.

A similar view is expressed by
Amy Fleming, Chairman of the Open
Door Council, when considering the
constitution of WERC regarding the
free choice of employment for women.

"Creches should be provided by
local public authorities and not by
employers. Maternity leave should
be determined by a medical certifi-

e e |

T0 OUR READERS ANB WOMEN' § ORGANISATIONS:

vour comments on events which affect the working class and oppressed peonle.

come articles, voems, skits, sketches and contributions in tbe graphic arts on the pro-
blems of liberation of women.

on women’ s strugzle for emancipation and
Women’ s

activities for publication. We also wel-

cate just as is leave due to
incapacity to work due to sickness
or injury.To have the right to return
to the same job after maternity
leave not determined by a medical
certificate would mitigate against
the employment of women."

WERC REPLIES:

Both our sisters, A.M. Pierotti
and Amy Fleming, seem to share views
with those who on one pretext or
another resist women's right for
equality with men, Some even,
in their incorrect equalitarian
approach, suggest that if women
demand equality then they should be
prepared to 1lift heavy loads and
work at night.

Don't these friends know that
not all men have equal physical
capability to 1ift heavy loads, nor
are they expected to work at night
to enjoy equal opportunities?

The bearing of children cannot
be equated to suffering from disease
nor to an accident requring absense
from work.,

Motherhood is an honour and service
to the community, without which the
further propagation of the human
race cannot go on,

In ancient times, because of
motherhood, women were held in high
esteem and even enjoyed higher
status then men. With the emergence
of private property in social
production, women were not only
treated as chattels, but as house-
hold slaves and child-bearing
machines for men. Motherhood
became a curse.

Bearing and rearing of
children has been used to tie
women to the household, thus
denying them opportunities of
participation in economic produc-
tion, or the social and political
1ife of the community.

Continued to Page 15 (Bottom)



LENIN on INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN’S DAY

International Woman's Day
is a token of invincibility and
an augury of the great future

which lies before the liberation

movement of the working class.
Working women workers and
peasants
erve of the working class. This
reserve constitutes a good half
of the population. The fate of
the proletarian movement, the
victory or defeat of the prol-
etarian revolution, the victory
or defeat of proletarian power
depends on whether or not the
reserve of women will be for or
against the working class.

are the greatest res-

WOMEN ORGANISE FOR

LT BERAT T 0NN
JOIN W.E.R.C.

!

Subscription 10/- p.a,

LENIN CENTENARY

€ E L BN BE RTINS
April 22/23/2h4/26
Ccamden Studios,Camden St. N g

FILMS, [IBITION, LECTURES.

On Lenin®s Contribution to
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION
Enquiries: R.M-L.L.
58, Lisburne Rd,N.W.3.
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Continued from Page 14.
In the present day world.,
with the development of modern
technolocy, services can easily be
made available both to end the
household drudgery and looking after
children, thus freeing women to
become again first class citizens.

Unless concrcte conditions
and opportunities are actually
created, any law for equality shall
remain a dead letter,

Since the society and the
employers benefit from the fruits
of motherhooed, it is they who should
bear the responsibility and expense
and enable women to actually enjoy
equal opportunities in social
production and not be penalised for
bearing children.

Of course, with present day
society, the capitalist bosses are
only concerned with making maximum
profits at the lowest cost. If they
had their way they would keep the

B

fittest workers to work at the low-
est possible wages for the longest
hours, till the workers drop dead.
Defying the bosses' wishes, the
working class has had to wage a
relentless struggle to win better
working conditions and higher earn-
ings.

After more than 80 years of
struggle, despite the Trade Union
Congress resolution demanding equal
pay for women, even now a fraudulent
bill for this has been introduced
in Parliament by the Labour Government.
Not depending on the good wishes of
the bosses, but by fighting for
their just demands, women will win
some concessions in present day
capitalist society.

Real equality and the end of
oppression shall be possible only
when the working class shall own and
control the economy and run the
state machinery, ie. when we have
Socialism,
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W.E.R.C.
AIMS & OBJECTS

1. PREAMBLE.

In present day capitalist society, while the vast majority of nggiznare igpégéteu
and oppressed for the profits of the few, womgn.suffer double.gppri écoéomic Bt
community in general they are denied opportunities in the polldlca_(,)n T
social fields. At home, besides being the instruments of’ pro PQEl e who pre e
men's sexual pleasure, they suffer domestic drudge?y and serv111t§ to m T
their whole life. The emancipation of women requires a'rglentless strugg F’c?<
all forms of discrimination and denials and winning spe01flc Qemands, step by biep{
while at the same time taking full part in the social and political struggle, a ong

i ociety. 3 ¢
W1t?nmigéeﬁotgh:2%:estgé cgnsciousness of women to liberate themse¥vgs, a_flqhtlng womi
en's movement is necessary. For this purpose, W.E.R.C. is established with the follow-
ing aims and objectives.

2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES.

a) To organise women in general, working class women in particular, and win support
from other sections of the community, to fight for a soc1ety_1n wblch there shall be po.
exploitation and oppression of women and where they shall enjoy rights and UppOlFUHlLlEb
with men. Obviously, this will be possible only in a social system where all kinds of
discrimination, exploitation and oppression cease to exist.

b) To fight for the equal rate for the job in all realms of social economy .

c) To fight for equal opportunities in employment, education, training and political
and social life. For the realization of this, to fight for Special facilities: (or
creches at the place of work or study, maternity leave for a definite period (with no
loss of pay) in the pre-natal and post-n:tal periods and the right to return to the
Same job without suf'fering any loss, as &f right, guaranteed by statutory law.

d) To fight acainst all discrimination 2gainst women with reg
inheritance of property, taxation, insurance and in all fields
life in th: community. All discrimination with regard to chil

wedlock must be abolished.

ard to marriage, divorce
of economic and social
dren born in or out of

e) All women should have the right to bear children or not.
effective, adequate contraceptive and abortion facilities shoul
on the national health service.

In order to pmake this
d be made available free

£) To involve women in political and social activities,

of their long-suppressed talents and to wage a consistent
inism.

thus to help in the development
Struggle against male chauv-

g) To Support the struggle of women of all countries in the realis
aims to end the System of' exploitation and oppression and, for this
part in the struggle in Britain and support the struggle of al] wor
people all over the world.

ation of the common
sPurpose, to take
kers and oppressed
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