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This is a tentative version, put out at the NMontreal conference in Febuary, '75
?

of the Inte:national Statement. There was nod time then to discuss it or pass it

Here in England a group of us are working on axrewiseidxdraft it to present a revised %

draft at this next conference. We are sending it out so that other groups can do

There will probably not be time at this conference either to pass it in 1y
it's finalized form.

the same,

However if sufficient thought is given in advance we hope it
will be possible for a group of women to be agsigned to complete it after common

discussion,
b
necesearily accomponilad by & puy-CHE0E, LT TRE PITHUHU S0ves we rp—————— A%

the ereation of amnitsl is devendsnt not only on direét commodity production in the
factories but on o network of eocisl services = schoole, hogplbals, training pro=
gremmes, snd above al}, kitchens and bedroome -~ whore the crention of labour powedy
the hwman sepital, takes place, Until aowy only part of the capltslist cireuds,

factory produvetion, has been seen. Iul o from sur nosition as women ws have
dimeovored the hidden part of this cireuit - the sceisl fectery. In the Teoctory, labour
power is consuned and commodities seds in the commmity {the social ’“'tory},
commodities are consumed and Ur poOwer I nd reproduced. The whole of socleldy

im an ismenne angembly line thet rung from th tory to the commmity ond back again
Capltal is crexded by the workid ue who ¢ 1

the facte and thereisre wngolong.

and wagedy and those of us who are

3) The main eentre for the produsdinn and spnroduction of labour pewer is the molear
family., To desoribe this production mnd reproduction la to desoribeour work, our
specific exploitation as women, our function for canital ond thoreforeour mein ground
of power mnd struesle.

4) The nuclear Ffemily ds ouw factory. It 1 :

less work and thet embodies the power relation betweon the unwaged and the wagads

e ars wngeless workers in the home to the degree that thie is the most profiteble woy
for cepital to exploit us. Hegerdlesa of wtion, whether we work only inthe
home oy also outmide 1%, whother we are nurried or single, whether we have children

or not, our socicl role as wemen is Yo bho the housewives of the asle workers. s are
the mrodusers and renroducers of the prosent =nd future genersitlons of workers, vhom
we must drain and diseiplive, as well as service physically, enotionally and gaxuallye

5) Cepitel hes transformed our sexuality into an instrument of production. It has
diptorted our emations, snd transforaed our versonsl relsilions into forced laboums
This labour becouse it Lo unwaged, appecre not as o sociasl Amposition, but &s & Doy
sonal serviee, an astitribute of our female pepsonslity, & blologicel destiny. in the
sexual division of labour being female ie synonymeus with beding housewife.

6) « hidden our work, the wooisl character of ouw production
and the neture of our product. Cur work apresrs a8 & personal serviece, ma not of lovey
our production seens privaites our elsvery in the fomily an individual cholce.

7) Our wegeless condition has hidden the ultimate bepeficiary of our work for it hides
our resl eneny. As we produce and reproduce lobour powey for every monent of the capie
teliat circuit the ultimate beneficiery of mme our work is collective capital. Oup
work is immediately econtrolled and weguluted by ithe State. Internationsily, through
demogravhie plsnning, sadm population control, family policles, etce, the State =

the main agent thet organises the supply and the wrice of lubour power and therefore
4ho inteneity mnd tho conditions of our produstion.

8) Our wageless condliion is the metewizl basis of our devendence on monwthin the
fanilys In the fanily men sct as the agonis of esnitel and the State. The wowen thew

vage, But t§nir pover over us is ultimetsly their
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TENTATIVE QUITLIRE FOR THE STATEMERT
HAGEY FOR HOUSEGORK AS A FEMINIST AND SHENBFOWS WORKING CLASS PRESPECTIVE

e

1) Hages for Housework &s a solitiocnl perspective opens a new ground for wndersionding
the way capital functione end the Forme our strugsle against it must take. Anslysing
our velationship to capital hes led us to a redefinition of capitzl and the werking
clasg, that is what ere the wechanisms of cspitalist production snd who internstionelly
has the power 4o destwoy i%. Thie snalysis and the stratogy thot follows ave not our
creation but on expression of the ®E¥P divection in whioch working olass sirugsle is
moving internstionally.

2) Becsuze we ove wouen and overwheinmingly wagelese workers ie the homle, wo lmow thet
oapitalist oreduction docn not only %ske phemedéxiis place in the factory and is not
necesparily sceompunisd by a poy-cheol, At the oresent level of caplitallst developuond
the creation of conital is dependsnt not only on direedt commedity vroduction in the
factories but on a network of socisl sevvieces = mchoole, hogplbals, treinisg pro=
gremmes, and above ald, kitchonsz and bedroomm - vhore the creation of labour power,
the human eepital, taken places Until now, only one part of the ompitslist cireuvit,
factory producition, has been seen. Dut starting from sur position as women we have
discovered the hidden part of this circuit - the soeisl fectory. In the factory, labour
power is consuned and commodities preoducedy in the communiiy {the social factery),
commodities are consumed and labour power produced and repreoduced. The whole of societly
is an immense apgembly lins thet rung from the factory to the commumity ond back again
Capiltal is crented by the working class, thome of us who ave shut inside the factory
shut dde the fectory and therefore wagelend.

3) The main @ontre for the yrodustinn and veproduction of labour pewer is the miclear
family. To desoribe thia production and reproduction iz to deseribeour worlk, our
specific exploitation us women, our function for capital and thereforecur mein ground
of powor and strwssle.

4) Thae nucisar Ffemily is ouw factory. It iz the institution that regulotes our wage-
lees work and thet ombodies the power relation beitwoen the unwaged and the wagped,

e ars wogeless workers in the home to the degree that this ia the aost prafiteble way
for capitsl o excleit us. Regerdless of our situation, whether we work only inthe
home or olsp outsids 1%, wheither we are married or single, whether we have children
or net, our socicl role as women is Yo beo the hnusewives of the msle workers. We are
the nroducers and reproducers of the yresent =nd future gensrations of workers, whom
we must train snd diseiplive, au well as mervice physically, emotionally and sexuallye

5) Capitel has transformed our mpexuality inte en insirument of production. It has
distorted our emntions, snd transformed our nersonal relstions into forced labours
This labour becouse it is unweged, appesye not as o social Impesition, but as o pere
gonel ssrviem, on sitridute of our female perasenslity, & biologicel destiny. In the
soxual division of labour being female ie synonymous with beding housewife.

6) Qur weeeless condition heg hidden our work, the soolal character of our production
and the nature of pur osroducte Cur work aprears 8s & personal service, an not of lovey
our production seens privates our slavery in the fomily an individual choice.

7) OQur wageless conditisn has hidden the uliimate bemeficiary of our work for 1t hides
our real onemy. Aw we produce and reproduce labouw powsr for every monent of the caple
telist circuit the ultimate beneficiery of mme our work is collective capltal. Cur
work is immedistely cowtrolled and meguluted by the State. Internationclly, through
demogravhie planning, madm population control, family policlea, etes, the dtate is

the main sgent thet orgenises the supply end the price of lsbour power and therefore
4he intensity and the conditions of ocur vrodustion.

8) Our wageless condltion is the meterial busls of our dependence on menwithin the
fanilys. In the family men act ne the agenis of cspitsl snd the State. The vower they

o But t?"’ power over us is ultimately their )
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wealmess with respect 4o capital, for our derendence on them is o dimeipline fox
themy it im the chein that ties thom %o tholr Jobi,

9) Fawer b oless divideos us from wiped werkers, Dagause we ore wagelecn it hae
been assumed that we arve outeide of 4ho wage relotion, outside of the working class
#nd therefore outside strugzles. But the lack of n wege dose not imply the lack of
so¢lial power, ihe inebllity %o sirugcle.

10) The velation of vagelens workers to waged workers iv the gome ag the melation

of the Thied World to %he metrapolive. Yogelasoness and underdevelopnent cre essential
monehites ond funotions of developmenis In the wpans wezy ap the waged labour depende om
wwaged lebour so capitel devends en underdevelopaont,

11} Gapital has extended its »ule over overy cornexr of the werld, over overy eosrnex
of soviely. ingelesmness and wnderdevelopnoht mwiwd ore not lack of capital, If
wagelesenese and underdevelopmsnt exist 4% is bec-use capitel needs this. Capitel
uses wagelese labwur 1) 4o extract sn lsmenes of cervices for a very chesp
price {let us remenbe: ¢ in Buwope end 4 built an mlavery);
2} %o meintsin a vest ¢ of ches down on the national
ational labour merket. The : and Thind world immigrants

into the factories, oe well aa woving th third world -~ has baon e

4 ained by waged workers in

L
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the foctories.

12) Cepital has used the wage relatiorn
international division of X
working cless. Internationally.
giffsrent lebhour sarkets - 3
for women, lfor blacks and for
wage scales, different lsvels of
of the working class determines the wa :
relofions within the class. ¥hite sunrence
and patrisrchy of the wogo.

it « to orgonise the
of power within the
arital has organised

¥ have c.:-&ateaciﬁ, market

h errregpond different

wer of different seciions
reinforens the power
.archy are the supremacy

'

n worped workers, it has
ial labour from personal
iy, public from nrivate,

13) Kot only hes the wagp been used to divide wagslo:
also been uesd 1o divid%actar;; from the community, soc
gervica, workiime from lelsure time, oconomy from sexual
porsonal from political.

14) Our weslmess in $he conmunity is uwlibimately our wesknems in the favtony. Campitel
%akes awey from us in the community ({mnmm supernerkets, transpodt, rents, ele.) whet
¥ have gnined thwough our power in $le factrry, Todny thmugh the erisie and the
ergonisation of inflation, cepiial is waglng ¢ uespive atiock off the eonmunity,
Which intensifiss our wrk as women = those who are supposed o obuorb ihe erioin,
absorb the fall in the rriceof labour nower by exire work. idhridiNviudsea® At the
same time , espital igorgenising s maveive extenaion of Wagelessnens theough lay-offs
end wnenploymenty to Pestare the work dimeip.'ne and 9 bresk the pover the working
2lase hos resched internstionelly.

Hepes for House work as a dtratesr

1, 4 demand exprosces & stage of anfagonism in the relotion between cepitel znd

the working class. Power of lHo , s _Subveraion s the o dagen foxr
Hougework is not a hiueprint ior the lfutwe sociely but a weapon %o change the power
volotion within the working olass and therofore beiwcen dthe working class and capited

2) Oue conditions of work end our secial power vary internationdlly, but internation-
ally our needs ave the same. All over the world the werking dees vents more money and
locs worke Revolution for us iz not o new sumk madel of development, not B new
retionalisation ef vpreoduction but the sholition of oup vageless and waged k=
slavery to work, the end of the necrifice of our lobsur, sur time wnd cur life o
the nseds of capital. 2
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3) Today only twe alternstive otrategies sve open — the cepitalist and the working class
stratogies. The capitalist strategy in all its lefiiet waristions alms st a reorgsnise-
tion of production snd reeorgenisation of the workforece, in view of higher productivity
and more mfftedwti efficlent contral over the workihg class.(orkera particivation,
self~management sre nll veristions sV UEASAZG: of the thems)e The strategy expres
ed by working olass strugsles is internationally not morework, but more power and the
reappropriation of the wealth wo have produced.

4) As women and wagelens workers we refuse the leftist strateay of using capitaliat
developmont ag o goment ond g condition for our strugsle. Uhen the left says wemust
anter the factories in order to o end strugrle, fivet, it dgnores that capital

has alrveady orgsaised us and we ar iy in clg. Secondly, 1t asmumes that we
coannot orsonise if capitel doea no nige v firete Bul to atruzsie for & caplialist
reorganigntion of our work; to & laoment, whether in the metropolis ox

in the third world is alreudy to @ Par every nev level of the capltelish
organigation will only entrench us and control us oven nore efTiclently within cepitadlet
production.

8) We refuse to exchengs our present exploitation for & défferent ¢ mors intensifled

ratod us fron left ue even less time

working alres we do not ask for the
"Right to work'e Hm don't want w Yut to mkibew be libersted from work, both in
the kitchens and in the feectories. This iz the enly working closs mesning of faorkera®
contrael of proriv.,xc'bion‘; the ond of our enslavenmsnt to production.

one - o second job has never 1ild
4o organise mnd atrugzies. o3 wWe ¢

T

W)

"or Housework offers a strugsle

5) Apnine® the strusgle for the Pnight to work™, 3
th wa haveproduced. All the wealth

for the reappropristion of our labour, =nd of the 1
that axists is our orestion and wo want it backe.

7) ®5 the degree that we refuse Ho be wogeless housewe.lmrs we subvert canlisl's plan
for ug in the intormationsl sacial factory. ¥e uvndermine cur funetiss in the sapitalisd
division ef labour ch ig 211 prenised on wegeless labouce Host important, we under-
ning the hierswychies of power wiihin the work elase which are built through the wage
relation. And by altering the power relations withim the working class wo elier the
powar & velation batween the working elams and capital.

8) ocur sirugohe for wages for housswork chellenges the division of labour along sexual
1imes and slong wage iines, This would be the end of sexurlity as o power relations

9) To denand weges Ffor housevork iz i refuse Xm 4o socept houseusrk @8 & bislogleal
destiny, a ®emale vocatlon. We refuse o pay the price of voprsduction, the naturality
of our work, tho bladimzil of love; we refuse our work as a labour of love =nd the
identity thai capital hos imposedon us (femininity)e

10) To demend woges for houspwork is to demsnd control over our bodies, $o demand the
possibility of chosoing whether io have orx net %o "ove children, %o demend to have ohile
dren when , how, and with vhon woomxsdsmsssxE we .lohe It iz to make cavital pay for
our work ingtesnd of making our children pay through emotional blackmaile
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11) It ie %o gusrentee thd the struggle in the factory will nol be undermined in the -
community und\viomm.

12) It is %o detormine the conditions of sur work, inside end outside the houses

13) I% is to edruggle on thet front whove o ell are.
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A il)m 0‘1;' E’?iﬂpﬁ'etiw muet be intermationals crpital plang internationslly our work. See
SR . B"“w““ﬁ'me wonen's movement hes made by failing to bave en internationsl strategy
ofe the omapaign for cbortion when manitsl wos sterilisine women in the third worlds

2} Our strugele must be sutonomous. We rofuse the separctisa of the Radiesl Neminists
bmd on thelr refusal of clasm and the "women end men unite and fight” of the lefll,
haged on our subszdinction to the intevests of the most sroduogtive workers which is
based on their eonceytion of the working clase of se agenis of praduction - the future
magegers of producttions

He must bghutonomsus hecsuse we have specific cluse in’tewsts,uﬁhave a specifie
history of exploitation end mbove all, because of the velations of power within the
working class. Cur orgonisstionsl unification with mele, waged workers at this point
would bo a subosrdination of our initerests along the linsa wherehy capitel has divided

use Autonomy from men is audonomy from copitel that uses men'sy power over us to Rt
mediate

“.S»tajmqags

We refuse vengusrdiesm not leadership. Tanguerdiss based on & specific politiecel
programs the venguard is extermal to the working cless to the extent that it is the
garrier of a political progrem that is ext 1 - antagonistic - to the interests of
the worlking clasgs Liberterisniem {domoczecy) is the other face of vengusedism.

4) Since production sccurs st every mement of our life every moment is & potentlal
monant of strugzle. There ave pany wiys of demanding wages for Houseuworks

5} & political cempoiga evound weges for housework is importents It is itself mm a
strugzles It is tho only conditisn to prevent strugsles from remaining lucal and being
divideds Rovelution cammot be waged just in one factory, in one kitchen, in one commume
ity. This is not o deny the importenseot local struggles but to point to thelr limiw
tations if thoy are not connected. To establish comnections between different siruggles
natiofally and interneationally is to know our power, and to indrease that power hy the
circulation of our experionced

6) Our strategy must continucusly te sheped by the possibilitles end mmedme needs
posed Ly the political context in which we oporgte. ©.g. the new dimensione of &
strugsle powed by the crisis - the exteonsion of wegelessnesns, Consider whet is capital’
plen for us snd for the werking class as & whole.



