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7olc not only in shaping the zapatistas’ own movements, but above all in!
h

Thf: other thing madc clear in the days before Christmas is | !
rcp<.:rc1-1s3|0ns an uprising like the zapatistas can have for lhé sl:‘\li)ili‘l Jl(lj"l k l;“i]
cnp‘xlnhsm. I don't want to over-cmphasise the point, but ccrl'{inl th)c,: 0 d';
action of the 19th of December, as the focal point of a ;nuch wid‘cr e)f,fcwcsyé‘crzxa}isiaf:
slm.gglc in Mexico at the moment, was important in bringing 1o a head the fli T\I (‘)Jf‘
capital that led to the collapse of the peso, the subsequent upheavals on the [\zvorltli

market and the $50 billion credit that is currently being arranged for Mexico. The
zapatistas may be in the jungle in the southeast of Mexico, but the importance of j

Mexico, and above all the way in which instability is now transmitted through the

world by the financial markets, places them at the very core of current capitalist!!

development. i

Postscript ‘

The above text was written for a talk to the Critique conference held in,
London on 4th Fcbruary. Less than a week after that, on 9th February, immediately
after the credit arrangement had been confirmed by the United States, orders were|
issucd for the arrest of Marcos and a number cf the other Ieaders of the zapatistas.'|
The army was sent in (o zapatista territory, where they occupied villages, poisoncd
walter supplics, destroycd seeds, but failed to find any zapatistas. Both the EZLN and
the inhabitants of the villages had withdrawn deeper into the mountains.

After ten days of continucd military failure to find the zapatistas (although a
patrol passed within a few yards of Marcos), and after massive demonstrations in
Mexico City (with the slogan "we arc all Marcos"), the government suspended the |
orders for the arrest of the zapatista leaders, replaced the governor of the state of
Chiapas and proclaimed its desire to rcach an agrecement by dialogue - while the
army continucd to occupy the zapalista territory and the population stayed in the

mountains, Lrying to survive on what food they could find rather than accept the
supplics offercd by the army. On 9th of April a first, preparatory meeting took place!
between the zapatista leaders and members of the government, in which it was:
decided that a formal dialogue should begin on 20th April. At the time of writing’
(10th April), the zapatistas continuc to be surrounded by a heavily equipped army of;
60,000 soldicrs: the anmy and the government in turn are surrounded by a world of
zapatistas. The army has destroyed (he conference centre of Aguascalicntes, but, as’
Marcos has pointcd out, Aguascalicntes is in all of us. 3

1g what the state, so far, has considered politically feasible [

Development and Reproduction

i
i ;
i Mariarosa Dalla Costa
i

! This paper was first presented at X1II Conference of Sociology.
Bielefeld, Germany, July 18-23, 1994, Section 8: Women,
Development and Housework [RC 02: Economy and Society].
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\ | 1. Zapata and the workers
|
it

i

‘ Zﬂpnm’s determined gaze and slighly stooped shoulders in the well loved

photagiraph paraded by the "cobas" of Alfa Romco auto workers at Arese in Milan
was one |qf the striking journalistic images [1] of 1994, creating a bridge in real
time l;‘clwécn the Mexican revolt in January and the struggles of Europe’s industrial
workers and unemployed. A bridge was thrown through space and historical time to
link'é‘lnﬁgglcs against continucd 'primitive’ expropriation of the land to those
against the post-Fordist expropriation of labour that brings with it the progressive
dis‘n{i&}'ﬂll inent of the public system of social rights and guarantecs. The 'primitive’
ex] d_)riil’ion of the land that began five centuries ago with the enclosures in
EIE; ‘,l.i‘d‘ and which has been continued, and is still continuing [2], in the more
recent forms of colonisation and exploitation in the Third World, is now linked even
phbl(l)gzmphically 10 the contcmporary forms of expropriation and poverty creation in
the adyanced capitalist countries.

‘ i I (')Qv 10 build and impose on expropriatcd men and women the discipline of
the W ag labour system (with the unwaged Jabour it presupposes) was the problem
pos ?;ﬁlnc centuries ago in initiating the process of capitalist accumu!alion. lt.is
slii]li?h"o roblem today for the continuation of this mode of produc!lon and its
co:m! }uc{ ;slm(cgics of development m.nd un(!c.rdcvclopmcm. Th(.: creation of mass
po;y'qr"y ;lz} 1d scarcity together with the imposition (?f 'lcrror and violence, as well as
the l;’rg siscale relaunching of slavery, were the basic instruments uscd to resolve the
pr| b "_"IT h this system's first phasc.

iTHe cxpropriation of frce producers of all the means of production as well as

i
[Lrual and collective resources and rights that contributed to guarantceing

=

th

l
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«val was subjected 10 a well-known an
,;rimiu'vc accumulation (in Capital, Vol. I, P
< the enclosurcs and all the other measures th
Iegislation against the expropriated, the for
and the ban on workers'
working day,

alysis by Marx in his section on
art 8, 1976) to which we refer you for
at accompanicd them, notably the bloody

associations. Laws for the compulsory ~xtension of the
another fundamental aspect of the period, from the middle i the
Fourtcenth to the end of the Seventeenth century are dealt with in Capital, Part
Three, Chapter 10, where the subject is the working day [3). H

Conceming the expropriation of the land, Marx observed: "The advance made
by the eighteenth century shows itself in this, that the law itself now becomes the
instrument by which the people’s land is stolen, although the big farmers made use
of their little independent methods as well. The Parliamentary form of the robbery is
that of 'Bills for Inclosure of the Commons', in other words decrees by which the
landowners grant themselves the people's land as private property, decrees of |
expropriation of the people” (Marx, 1976, p. 885). The "little independent |
methods” are explained in a footnote to the same passage, quoting from a report
entitled A Political Inquiry into the Consequences of Enclosing Waste Lands. "The
farmers forbid cottagers to keep any living creatures besides themselves and children, |

under the pretence that if they keep any beasts or poultry, they will steal from the [i
farmers' bams for their support; they also say, keep the cottagers poor and you will
keep them industrious, ctc., but the real fact, 1 belicve, is that the farmers may have
the whole right of common to themselves” (Marx, 1976, p. 885, note 15).

This footnote gives a powerful picture of the step-by-step process of

expropriation used to produce the misery and poverty essential in establishing the

. discipline of wage labour. But just as powerful an image is given to us by the
isolation of pcople from all living beings that has characterised and still
characterises the human condition in capitalist development. The human being,
isolated not only with respect to his/her own specics, but also with respect to nature
-~ that 'other’ treated increasingly as a commodificd thing.

Deprivation and isolation: they are in fact the two great accusations, the
two great terrains of rebellion symbolised by the poster of Zapata whose watchword
was Tierra y Libertad. The reappropriation of land was scen by the Zapatistas in ||
1911 as a fundamental question because it opened up the possibilityfoflf;;
reappropriating a collective life free of miscry. For even then the reappropriation of ||

cing down of wages by act of parliament |,

the Jand was pregnant with a multitude of mcanings: as the reappropriation of a ! |

territory where one could express a different sense of life, of action, of social
rclations and of work; as a place where one could imagine and build a different |

future. From this viewpoint, Zapata's ninc-ycar revolutionary cpic is one of the |

great suppressed memorics of official Mexican history.
Today's explosion of the zapatista rebellion shows how real the problem'o

the reappropriation of land remains, but also how much it has been magnified by i

the complex of issucs raised by movements in the North and South over the

The Zapatista Uprising = Page 13

il
1l|(’0n'!’of land. “Land’, here, ddes not only refer to a means of subsistence -

lhk)lf’\ lilis would alrcady be an excellent reason for a movement of reappropriation,
sin i :]nh‘?y cconomies based on a non-capitalist relationship with the land have
gu:H\Hllf:ﬁd the possibility of life for millennia to a large proportion of people for
who‘” cl\pimlisl development has offered only hunger and extinction. It refers also

ques

(1o land as the carth, a public space to be enjoyed without fronticr; the carth as an

ccos'yt'fsllc[(‘y:l‘ to be preserved because it is the source of life and, hence, of beauty and
cqn‘,l‘i‘pu'fn‘!; discovery; the carth as a material reality of which we are part, to be
rcaff‘de in contrast fo the exaltation (especially by male intellectuals) of virtual
real yl ity
; i BPll returning to Marx (Capital, Vol.1, 1976, Part 8), the creation of miscry
star n' antl proceeds from the fixing of a price for the land as wcll'as the land's
expfo )r:iz‘}lion. Pricing the land is in fact the solution used for colonies where the
aspiﬁz}nl: capitalist is unable to find a sufficicnt number of waged workers. When the
sc’lllcrsiarrivc at their destination, they find a ‘free’ land where they can scttle and
independently. "We have scen that the expropriation of the mass of the people
soil forms the basis of the capitalist mode of production. The esscnce of a
1y, on the contrary, consists in this, that the bulk of the soil is still public
Jlevery scttler on it can thercefore tumn part of it into his private property and
his rJ’l‘ldl‘%’ri(luz\] means of production, without preventing later scttlers from
pér g‘)rm'i‘xﬁ)g the same operation. This is the secrct both of the prosperity of the
colonics and of their cancerous affliction - their resistance to the establishment of
c&pﬁ&l" (1976, p. 934). In this context, we can leave to one side the obvious
crili'r;iSI}l;llml the ‘public’ land frecly scttled by the settlers belonged, in fact, to the

|
n;’\tf s/ Marx continucs: "There (in the colonics) the capitalist regime constantly
c{m"g@ I ‘ngainsl the obstacle presented by the producer who, as owner of his own
conditions of labour, employs that labour to enrich himself instcad of the capitalist.
'Iinc\ffconiradic!ion between these two diametrically opposed economic systems has
its n“r'anillcnl manifestation here in the struggle between them. Where the capitalist
has bcllilti(l him the power of the mother country, he trics to use force to clcar out of
ll_lc“ay,"flhc modes of production and appropriation which rest on the personal
1&/}’,'})!‘ }Jﬁlhe independent producer” (1976, p. 931). Wakelield, the cconomist Marx
qiu ic‘e in (his context, proclaims aloud the antagonism between the two modes f’f
p:ro: glqllfon: “To this end he demonstrates that the dcvc.lop.mcnl of lh(.: social
p‘rd(ihc;niily of labour, cooperation, division of labour, application of machinery on
a lzifll”rc'slgalc, and so on, arec impossible without the expropriation of the workers and

the prr’c'sponding transformation of their means of production into capital* (1976,

: akeficld's theory of colonisation trics to solve the problem of ensuring an
ail al¢ {supply of labour for the capitalist's nceds by what he calls 'systematic
cpl isa Jon', which as Marx notes England tricd to enforce for a time by Act of

.'m?’r'u. Of Wakcficld's theory, Marx adds (1976, p. 938): “If men were willing

'f
}



,m;m Sense — Issue 17

The Zapatista Uprising « Page 15

property at one bl i | :' | | - (il
vould certainly destroy the root of the evil, but it would also dgslro)’ - lhcow} e ‘ ‘ i r.lﬁllng;;lz.xss. .
The trick is to kill two birds with one stone. Let the government = cc') Ory. it :iK]Obwously, the continual imposition of wage-labour discipline at the world :
price on the virgin soil, a price independent of the law ikt o an artificial | | il le c[!,d&b;s not imply that all those who are expropriated are destined to become (

el [t | \ wég%{ld&ﬁqmcrs. Today as five centuries ago, this will be the fate of only a small
¢ ! ! re he can i part 9[1 e population: those who can will find employment in the sweat shops of
o‘}dl;r?(;] al:": [::':rcrésigl z::lii/(::lan lrnodhc"l)ﬁ:ldc":‘ fa:}mcr. The { th:c Tﬂlrd World or the countrics they emigrate to. The others will be faced solely by
y extorted from the wages y fp I bol : ‘;)’y SIEULS VRS- l lllF ﬁ{oggect of death by hunger, which may explain the tenacity of resistance and
nd demand, is 1o be ag 1.0 dab "'l' y a violation of ‘ the toughness of the struggles. And, returning to the poster in Milan, it explains
proportion 1o its growth, to the jm or'lalion : pplie [)’ the government in ' lhIe l!civil‘t in Chiapas. The price of capitalist development understood as a whole, in
colonies, 5o as to keep i I : L (; l{)aupcrs om I?uro,!)c into the i | | its ﬁi(‘:c ' as development and underdevelopment, is unsustainable because it consists
e > e vage-labour market full for the capnahsls.. Marx also { ‘: o dﬁitli. !As I have argucd elsewhere (Dalla Costa M., 1995), a central assumption
pomnicd out that the land price laid down by the state must be ‘sufficient’, which b must'be|that, from the human viewpoint, capitalist development has always been
quoting from Wakefield (1833, vol. 11, p. 192) he explains means that "it must be I sl i bl

high h AL I ur;:‘}ifrla“i‘able since it has assumed from the start, and continues to assume,
'h enough 1o prevent the labourers from becoming independent landowners until ! extermination and hunger for an increasingly large part of humanity. The fact that it
others had followed to take their place'." ’ il

eam enough money to buy la
JSund resulting from the sale
labourers, this fund of mone
the sacred law of supply a

; 1 is|fotinded on a class relationship and must continually refound this relationship at a
! The reference to the setting of a price on the virgin soil is more than just a ‘
reminder of a past problem and its analysis in Marx’s Capital. Today, putting a

i f g(oﬁi‘\l Ip\}cl, in conflict with the power that the class of waged and non-waged men
price to the land and expropriation by illegality, pscudo-legality and violence are
issues on the agenda throughout those parts of the Third World where capitalist U The operations that produce hunger, poverty and death, have accompanied the i

i aﬁdg)\lvg‘)rlricn build through struggle and resistance, only makes its original ,,
;1 o unsit tainability more ample and more lethal in time. |
i )

expansion is currently secking to break economies and socictics bascd on a different | con :ﬁupus and progressive expropriation of the land, and its rendering as

rclauor!shlp.wnh the !and; types _of economy which have guaranteed subsistence | | i corrirfm‘di'ly/capiml have obviously been redefined in idcological and technological

from time immemorial and which, by the same token, resist wage-labour's

\
discipline and the isolation, hunger and death that usually accompany its

termg gver time. 'Food policies' brought into effect during the present century,
: s ofﬁ’(".i‘allj in order to solve or mitigatc the problem of insufficicnt nutrition have
imposition. Silvia Federici (1993) and George Caffentzis (1993) underline the

cruciality of fixing a price on the land in the policies directed to ‘develop’ the

African continent. In their studies of Sub-Saharan Africa and Nigeria in particular,
they insist on the importance of this measure from the point of view of the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund and other investors, but they also stress how

always been closely linked to 'reforms' of the relationship with the land. The
ot 'i;‘)‘jmdihas been better nutrition for the few, insufficient nutrition or hunger for
Uichrj}angl!, and above all a powerful tool for social control by breaking up those
orgf‘v'isz\'iions that parts of the world's population, in very many areas of the globe,

had created in order to achicve better nutrition and a better level of life as a whole.
|| The 'social reforms' characteristic of these policies have always been linked to

this procedure became a terrain of struggle and resistance for the population.
Obviously, today, there are many other policies and measures creating hunger

and poverty, from the lowering of the export price of agricultural products, which i wilhin these two groups. Harry Cleaver's essay (1977) remains fundamental for its

ruins Third World farmers, to those policics that, internationally, have characteriscd
the period of the so-called debt crisis. But this has been dealt with in a recent
collection of papers (Dalla Costa M, and Dalla Costa G.F., eds., 1993) and is dealt
with extensively by the Midnight Notes Collective (1992).

In this article, the focus is on the two major operations of expropriating the
land and putting a price on it, since, even though they are usually ignored, they!
remain as fundamental today for making a profit out of the Third World as they wee
at the dawn of capitalism in Europe. In fact, the current development strategy of the
capitalist mode of production based on the ‘informatic revolution’ continues to
imply a strategy of underdevelopment that presupposes these operations which
create hunger and poverty in order continually to refound and re-stratify the global

andlysi§ and the globality of its information as well as for its rcports on numerous

strugigles and the sort of policies adopted to fight them. We agree in full wiL.h.Lhe
assumplion that food crises are fundamentally produced by capitalism's political
ccor{gm[y. As this author informs us, it is interesting to note how experiments
carri¢d out by the Rockefeller Foundation in China in the 1920s and 1930s provided
clcz:\:Ai c'\li'dcncc of the stabilising effect of better food supplies coupled with some

lanﬁ!{crd'rm measures on peasant unrest. In the 1950s, politicians were still talking

i
( il ncw;ldiy‘isions and a new hicrarchy between the waged and the unwaged as well as
|
|
|
|
|
|

abdi{ an' Asian rice policy as a tool for halting peasant revolt in many parts of that
ol 1c’xr Later, the issue officially became a humanitarian one.
)

The Green Revolution, on the other hand, was put into effect in the 1960s in

|

IEast and West on the basis of a technological Icap in the mechanical, chemical

I
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sological inputs in agricultural polic
P nciples to agriculture, in other words, a
increase in productivity. But, as Cleay
technological breakthrough in agriculture
class power of the waged and the unwage
and hicrarchies, and the progressive expul
relationship with agriculture.

analysils\.zl;);c;::lr:‘lxi;ziaitlsgli‘\cr’ll(')llr:g{)cpccamc more :?nd more subject to cri_Licism and
St ars, being so closely linked to large land holdings, which
meant the expropriation and the expulsion from that land of unwaged workers, who
were managing to make a living from it, and of waged agricultural workers,
displaced by the continual technological change. Important in this connection is the
work of Vandana Shiva (1989), whose approach is not Marxist, and who uses the
category of the female principle against male reductionist science. An 6uleanding
physicist, Vandana Shiva abandoned India's nuclear programme because she felt that
the ‘reaction of nuclear systems with living systems’ was being kept secret from the
people. In her well-known work, Staying Alive: Women, Ecology and
Development (1989), she illustrates the systematic and grave loss of resources for
health and subsistence through the reduction in biodiversity imposed in India by the
agricultural policies of recent decades; the dependence and poverty created by the
imposition of new laboratory hybrids; the drought and human and environmental
disasters created by dams and their irrationality by comparison with earlier forms of
water management. The history of the enclosure, expropriation and
commercialisation not only of the land, but also of its plants, animals, and waters
is revived in Shiva's analysis, which, is centred on the events of these last decades.
There are other important works belonging to the ecofeminist current, first of all the
work of Maria Mies (1986 and, with Shiva, 1993), to mention only the most
famous ones. In contrast Mary Mellor's book (1992), while it has many points of
contact with the above cited studies, is rather concerned to define a ‘feminist green
socialism’.

. I share much of the critique advanced in this blossoming of feminist studics
on the relationship between human beings and nature and on the North-South
relationship. Here, there is not enough space to comparc our positions more
extensively. But one point I can make is that some ecofeminist scholars look
primarily at the forms of struggle and resistance in the Third World, while secing
the First World primarily as an area of excessive consumption whence the asscrtion
of the need for a reduction of production and consumption. For myself and the
circuit of scholars I have worked with since the carly 1970s, we affirm that besides
looking at the Third World struggles, just as much importance should be given to
advanced capiltalist areas, not only as a source of consumption, but also as a place of
labour, hence our stress on the importance of the struggles of waged and unwaged
that occur there and their relationship with struggles in other arcas. We also sec a

y.‘Thc aim was to apply Keynesian
chieving wage increases linked to an
er argues, the whole history of this
was linked to the de-composition of the
d, the continual creation of new divisions
sion of workers having different forras of

| il e G q o .
ne{ d ? w’mlysc consumption in a more articulated way. By definition, consumption

by(w&)rlsj rs, obviously including housewives, has in fact never been high and,
loda‘y*,!: J:
dci clL‘)" vllmhcr.

Lat|us now return to our discourse. Vandana Shiva (1989) says of water and
(huugy'nl:\‘ "The drying up of India, like that of Africa, is a man-made rather than a
naiurﬁ';l disaster. The issue of water, and water scarcity has been the most dominant
one m ll‘lxc:l 1980s as far as struggles for survival in the subcontinent are concerned.
Thlciltljta‘nlpfaclurc of drought and desertification is an outcome of reductionist
knowledge and models of development which violate cycles of life in rivers, in the
soil,fnl lﬁbunmins. Rivers are drying up because their catchments have been mined,
dc-fo'fr‘éslcd or over-cultivated to generate revenue and profits. Groundwater is drying
up blc‘ilcausc it has been over-exploited to feed cash crops. Village after village is
being‘igo?bbcd of its lifeline, its sources of drinking water, and the number of villages
faciné§ water famine is in direct proportion to the number of 'schemes' implemented
by gi}j})eq‘mcnt agencics to 'develop’ water” (p. 179).

{ ‘?;llil ommecrcial exploitation of forests, over-exploitation of ground water for
commercial agriculture and inappropriate afforestation are the major reasons
identified for the water crisis" (p. 181).

;fTi"xr‘\c and again, Vandana Shiva points out, famous British engincers who
leamned Water management from indigenous techniques in India, commented on the
"sopl“)“is(icalcd engineering sense, built on an ecological sense, that provided the
fouridation for irrigation in India". Major Arthur Cotton, credited as the ‘founder’ of
modern irrigation programmes, wrote in 1874:

f ’1 "”ﬂ‘hcrc are multitudes of old native works in various parts of India...These are
nqblc'ipvo‘rics, and show both boldness and engineering talent. They have stood for
hundreds| of years...When I first arrived in India, the contempt with which the
naliw)lc’s justifiably spoke of us on account of this neglect of matcrial improvements
was very §Lriking; they used to say we were a kind of civilised savages, wonderfully
ex] r]t about fighting, but so inferior to their great men that we would not even

kcc;:‘ilinﬁcpair the works they had constructed, much less even imitate them in

is|falling dramatically. But these are simply a few hints in a debate that will

extendir
‘i:‘;:'l"'ln‘c East India Company, as Vandana Shiva adds, took control of the Kaveri
il

deltain'11799, but was unable to check the rising river bed. Company officials
sﬂu igl(:‘d“‘for a quarter century; finally, using indigenous technology, Cotton was

able'to sglve the problem by renovating the Grand Anicut. He wrote later: "It was
from;ihv;:n"] (the native Indians) we leamt how to secure a foundation in loose sand of
urimBastred depth...The Madras river irrigations cxecuted by our engincers have been

herding the system" (p. 187).

solclyl| bdcause we Icarnt from them...With this Iesson about foundations, we built
brid'g'és,! “fvcirs, aqueducts and every kind of hydraulic work...We are thus deeply
indcbied to the native engincers."

fnlinl i uﬂﬁrst the greatest financial success of any engincering works in the world,
0]
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s will have relegated this project to the ni
* Returning to Vandana Shiva, the same
other scholars today about the dams ang other
in the Third World, can equally be applied to
Third World agriculture, in livestock raising,
cultivate export crops: the destruction of biodi
the life-cycles that guaranteed subsistence. In
big companies, the denial of survival for the

Even though her cultural and theoret
Vandana Shiva interprets the logic of the ¢
and the effects it has, she finds no difficul

capitalist accumulation are the science and practice of the culture of death. Her merit
is also to have contributed to bringing to international attention struggles and
movements otherwise ignored or neglected. Our argument here is that the Chipko
movement in which women organise to stay in the forest even at night, embracing
the trees to prevent the logging companics from cutting them down, should be
placed on the same level as all the other struggles against various forms of
‘expropriation and attack against individual and collective rights in different parts of
the world - not only the right to survival, org bcu%%iife, but the right to the self-
determination of one's own future,

The economic and life system of the Indian 'tribals' [5) who created the
Chipko movement which forms the focus of Vandana Shiva's studies and practical
activity, is based on a combination of agriculture, livestock raising and the
use/conservation of the forest. The forest has a central and many-sided role in the
whole system. The forests bear "soil, water and pure air”, sing the Chipko women
(Shiva, 1989, p. 77), and they play an important nutritional role, Whatever crisis
may hit crops or livestock, say the Chipko women, the children will never suffer
hunger if there is a forest near. Thus embracing the trees to stop them from being
felled is like occupying the land to prevent it being expropriated, or struggling in
defence of jobs or a wage or a guaranteed income when survival depends solely on
money. This is what we see if we want to spotlight how the different parts of the
working social body struggle contemporancously and in different forms against the
same system that exploits and besieges them in different ways.

This is important for getting a real idea of how an opposition to this form of
development is growing increasingly at the world level and is refusing to pay its
price while seeking other paths for a different future. But I think that the struggles
of the Chipko women and all the other movements for the maintenance and defence
of an age-old expericnce and knowledge in humankind's relationship with nature are
all the more vital for us. In fact, the political debate in the ‘advanced’ areas
empowering the voice of those who refuse to pay the price of this development
must necessarily be an ecological debate, too.

The other great denunciations advanced by Vandana Shiva, whose work I have

ghtmares of a past era,
observations, made by her and many
Western water management projects
the technologies that are imposed on
and in the destruction of forests to
versity, ecological equilibiums, and
short the production of profit for the
population,
cal approach is far from Marxian, when
ontinual enclosure of segments of nature
ty in concluding that the foundations of

|
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corisideréd here, even if briefly, because it is representative of an entire school of
fcn'lill{i‘st“éiudics developed by women in the world's various Souths, concem the
genelic rhanipulalion of living species. To the Lampe_ring 9f the numuo.nal
resbu'ré‘cs of entire communities is added the genetic manipulation of the species.
This u‘)pid that has attracted extensive attention in recent years from the various
circuils qr 'women scholars and activists. £ .

“‘ 1’Wilh engineering entering the life sciences, the rencwability of life as a self-
reproglic Hg system comes (o an end. Life must be enginecred now, no.t reproduced.
A nc c‘éh]modily set is created as inputs, and a new commodily is created as
oulb H Ui[fc itself is the new commodity..." (Shiva, 1989, p. 91)."'The markel. and
thel f; ‘clo’ry define the ‘improvement' sought through the new bxo-lcchnol.ogxes..':
Na ur‘é"‘s integrity and diversity and people's needs are thus simultaneously violated
(Shiva, 1989, p. 92). e

| This biotechnological trend is matched by the determination to patent and

'bmk":élhcl}gcnctic heritage of the living species. This was dcnounccd' by women
mccl‘i‘r']ig iln Miami in preparation for the Rio conference (Wom‘en’s Action Agenda
21| 1”991)' but their opposition is widely shared. After patenting cotton, the agro-
industrial corporations now want to do the same for rice and soy, two of the
fundamenthl foodstuffs for many parts of the world's population. Inc.rca'smgly food,
already difficult to obtain because of the combination of expropriation ‘of land,
lcchriblogical innovations in farming methods, and the ratio between prices. ar:jd
wagds |(when there are any), is manipulated, placed beyond access, privatised,
mon hp'oliscd. patented, 'banked'. A new enclosure. No Entry: Food! o

{fn this parabola of technological conquest over nalu.rc, expropriation reaches
its acme: 'human beings are cxpropriated, the living species are cxpro‘prmled,‘lhc
carth's own reproductive powers are cxproprimg]d to lmns.form l:er:p:g(ll?l :L?grlllz;lf

i f luctipn pretends to capitalise the generation and r _

;?f,cls \l‘:’]l?:f aoloEMﬂsElapsed:sincc capitalism¥ indifferent to lif'c, was satisfied
with ﬁélhir'lg more than appropriating an excessive number of working hours [6]_or
when it simply pretended to transform all life into work and, to that end: whilst
ign‘oﬁl‘%gfﬂlc contradiction of exploiting frec and slave labour at the same umc., on
the o“r%‘c f\lai\d, drained dry the life of the frec workers, and on the other, enchained
masscs of Slaves! _ .

iszul,' the amplitude of the various rebellions anq erugglcs in lhe. world 1aln
rcjccjlibn;b( this type of development is matched by the increasingly massive, leth

and an'Sl‘rous structurcs and forms of domination. Considering only the most

rcccr{IE past, from the Gulf War on, the increasingly warlike character of.dlh:j
dcv;cff'pméht has undeniably produced an escalation of war that removes any residu

(lo&b} 'fo‘»l'clr whether or not it is founded on the sciencs: and practice of deaLh:
Rcll“crf‘i'ng"lo the wars in the Gulf, ex-Yugoslavia, Somalia, and Rw.zmda-Bumndl
ﬁn(fls‘ft(:s limit in the fact that these are simply the wars that have received the most

cov‘cri\‘gc‘”ih the media in the last three or four years. We certainly have no intention
i |
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§7 underestimating the number of wars th
them ever entering the limelight.
If anything, the escal

at have been pursued in the world without

R ung. ation pf war in recent years has confirmed the emptiness
t Jor powers said on disarmament. Rather war has become

n:cr;asu;gly the instrument par excellence for disciplining the working social bod
;1 ! eg oba{ {evel, lhfo'ugh annihilation, terror, division, deportation, zid lh)::
owering of living conditions and life expectations. In the end, humans u;hen they

arc1 not massacred directly, are increasingly ‘enclosed’ in refugee camps and the more
or less concealed concentration camps of war situations.

But, at the same time, the other face of war as a form of development has
!)ccn revealed ever more clearly, through the growing monstrosity of the enterprises
1ts macabre laboratory generates. War is recognised as having always becn z:p eat
!aboralory, but since the voracity of capitalist technology has begun to pursuegrlife
in the attempt to steal and capitalise its secrets, death has been discovered
!nc1.'easmgly as a terrain for profit. In this case, 100, the shift is from the ‘primitive’
mdlﬂ"crtj.ncc to the death of masses of individuals expropriated of their means of
prod.ucu(?n and sustenance, to the identification of death, dead bodies or bodies
destined in a nonchalant way to dic in order to experiment with new technologies or
commercialise body parts in trafficking in organs. Besides the traditional markets of
fxrms, post-war reconstructions and techno-industrial experimentation on which our
peace ccpnomy' rests, war today offers above all the biggest mass of living/dying
guinca-pigs on whom to test, on a mass scale, the new technologics applied to
acquire more knowledge of the body and how to operate on it. Here too, it is clear
how the part of guinea-pigs has been played above all by the people of the non-

. advanced' nations, even if a similar role has recently been emerging for citizens for

the most part from the weaker social scctors of the great powers, dispatched to war
or used without knowing it in ‘pcace-time’.

But war continues to offer new and horrifying terrains on which to reap
profits. Trafficking in children [7], for example. How many for pormography [8]?
How many for trafficking in organs [9]? How many for slavery [10] and the Lrafﬁt;
in war cripples [11]? How many for prostitution? How many to be sold for adoption
by childless couples? Trafficking in adult males and females also goes on, for all the
reasons mentioned above, apart from the last. ' |

It is rather strange that, in discussing sustainable development, there is
usually no mention of the unsustainability for humankind and the cnvir(;nmcnl of
the form that development has increasingly taken, namely war.

The poster with the image of Zapata from which we set out was sent to us
from the Chiapas revolt and the war and truce that resulted from it. Carricd ss a
banner by the workers in Milan, it gave voice (o the two great expropriations, from
the Jand and from work. At the same time, it poscs with all the force cxprcs'scd in
the struggles throughout the world carried on by those who have been expropriated
the question of what is the contcmporary relationship between waged and unwagcd
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abour in this development? In the Third World as in the First, what future is there

fp} u‘hwagcd labour?
i

illl

it
|
|
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u'{ [ [Il may be a provocation, then, but not excessive to think that, in relaunching
ie increasingly dramatic question of the relationship between these two great
"j:clolrs of labour, the poster of Zapata also relaunches the feminist question that
“mcrgcd and stimulated the women's movement in the early 1970s, i.e., the
| problem of the unwaged labour of reproducing labour-power. The woman is in fact
the unwaged labourer par exccllence and experiences in this development a doubly
| ]ljtjl'tsulstainable contradiction (Dalla Costa, M., 1995; Dalla Costa, G.F., 1989). On
' |the ‘one hand, her condition, which has been created by capitalist development, is
uinsustainable in its typical form in the ‘advanced areas' as an unwaged worker, in
gljh'al §hc is responsible for reproducing the labour-power in a wage economy (Dalla
'Costa, M., James S. 1972). On the other, her situation has become increasingly
| unsustainable as an unwaged worker in an unwaged subsistence economy where the
c'xparfsion of capitalist relations progressively deprives her of the means to fulfil her
tasks of reproduction for herself and the community. The contradiction and, with it,
the uhsuslainabilily of the woman's condition, cannot be solved within capitalism,
\Which forms its basis. To be solved, it requires a totally different conception and
| lorganisation of development, but by the same token, women's struggles around
their condition amplify the demands of other unwaged social subjects from whose
labour this capitalist development continually accumulates value.
i { | Numerous studies of which I mention only some (Michel, Agbessi Dos
Santos, Fatoumata Diarra, 1981, Michel 1988; Boscrup, 1982; Shiva, 1989) have
illustrated how the continual rcalisation of capitalist projects in the Third World's
rural| arcas, apart from expropriating the land, makes it increasingly difficult for
"ivon‘)‘cn 1o gain access to the fundamental means for the production of subsistence:
{fr’bmi wood for fuel to water for the home and forage for the animals. Now, hours or
@nyé!:llavc to be spent in fetching things that were previously fairly close. These
jresources too have been swallowed up by enclosure/appropriation/
{commoditisation/capitalisation.
i;\L l | Feminist authors (Mies, 1992) have noted the paradox that precisely for their
"='li‘f/ilics related to acquiring these resources, as well as for having too many

11. Zapata and the women.

|

‘%tlilﬁ'lr'cn, rural women are blamed for doing harm to the environment. Supposedly,
ll ey destroy the forests if they go there in search of wood; they pollute and use up
ilic‘ﬁalcr sources if they go to feich walcr; they use up the earth's resources il they

’]{i‘av'c too many children. It is a typical casc of blaming the victims. At the same
i,,imb"lhcir working and living conditions and, with them, the entire community's

’Jl;ijfd are continually undermined by the debt policies imposed on the Third World
il

Rl
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Fies by the major financial agencics, policies of which the expropriation/

ne, but fund
Dalla Costa G.F., eds., 1993). undamental aspect (Dalla Costa M. and

W.h.cn it is not directly the expropriation

communitics without anything in exchange, the capit
itself as an ‘alternative in the direction ; :
subsistence and replaces it with
male and the female conditions,
(Shiva, 1989) also quoted by

and expulsion of the rural
alist proposa! which presents
of d?vclopmcnt', not only removes an asscred
an uncertain wage, but deepens the gap between the
M$|gn(llf";cgam once more in this respect is the example
] ies 2) of the Chi

felling of trees in the Himalayan foresls) for commlgé?argrrg,sghoAzpﬁxo ey
cases, the men were less determined in their opposition because they .werc lcmm z11231,
by the prospect of the jobs they would be given in the saw-mills, ¢

But one of the women's biggest doubts was of how much of that

rrgoney/wage they would have received - and therefcre they opposed the creation of a
hierarchy based on having or not having a wage. Above all, they posed the problem
of what would happen to all of them when the forest, the basis of their subsistence
had been swallowed up by the saw-mills which, since there would be no more woc)(i
to cut, would be closed. The women said clearly that they needed no jobs from the
government or private businessmen as long as they kept their land and their forests

_In Shiva (1989), there are many other episodes of this kind. After ﬁv;:
centuries in which the scene has been repeated, the lesson has been leamed in the
most remote comers of the earth. There is a great determination not to put one's life
in the hands of the planners of development and under-development [12], to stop
others from plunging whole populations into total uncertainty, which if it ;locs not
lead to hunger today will do so tomorrow; a determination to avoid being tumed
into beggars or refugee camp inmates.

Eco'fem'inisl practices and positions linking nature, women, production and
consumption in a single approach are often criticised for ‘romanticism' by male
scholars. One might wonder, if only to raise the most simple question, what value
do these scholars attribute to the right to survival of those communiu'cs, - and there
are many of them - whose subsistence and life system are guaranteed preciscly by
these practices with nature, while the ‘development proposal’ almost ;llways
presupposes lhc. sacrifice of the vast majority of the individuals that constitute these |
communitics. Significantly, Mary Mellor (1993) otseives in this connection: "I see
all this as something that men should prove to be unfounded, rather Lilan as
something that the feminists must justify." :

As cmerges with increasing clarity from the ‘charters' that the various native
peoples have elaborated with the growth in their movement in the last two decades
}ogelh?r with the right to land, i.c., the right to survival/life, there is ar;
mc_reasmgly strong demand for the right to identity, dignity, one's own history, the :
maintenance of the complex of collective and individual rights belonging to o'nc's
own culture, and the right to work out one's own future slarting from onc's own
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premlscsy.‘-IObwously, there is no intention here of skating over the contradictions

. .| . .
within lh‘q existing customs and systems of rulcs, above all those between men and
women. If anything, what nceds immediate clarification is that capitalist

dcycilopmcm, far from offering solutions to these problems, most often aggravates
lhcr;q.i Politicians promoting development often try suppress the women's
movements which deal with these questions. Nevertheless these movements have

) ; : 2
Lﬁ and are creating an increasing number of ncw nectworks, that struggle,
un

I o

gro
dc}n} ce and demonstrate great determination in changing a state of affairs clearly
causing women harm,
!1‘ In/this connection, the Chiapas revolt is exemplary since it brought to
international attention how the Maya women defined their rights with respect to
mEn‘nnd :socicly at large. Work and grass-roots debate in the communitics produced
a L:qdc of rights [13]. Some rights concern the economic/social/civil plane such as
the [figl)f;lo work, a fair wage, cducation, basic health care, the necessary food for
or?ciéclf and onc's children, the right to decide autonomously the number of children
one jwants to have and to rear, to choose one's companion without being required to
marry him, to suffer no violence inside or outside the family. Others rights concern
the political plane, such as the right to take part in managing the community, to
hc:>ld office if democratically eclected, to hold positions of responsibility in the
Zap‘?ujsla National Liberation Army (ZNLA). The code repeats that women must
hzllvf : all the rights and obligations deriving from revolutionary laws and regulations.
Al fur as onc knows, women participate fully in the highest offices in the ZNLA.
T !’i I was in Chiapas in the winter of 1992-93, and in San Cristobal I was struck
by the numerous posters put up by women's right activists alongside the posters in
praise of the guerrilla heroes. A year later, the great work achicved by these women
took on new substance and became known throughout the world, disclosing how
much progress had also been made within the community as regards the relationship
be ‘w‘c:cri the sexes. It is significant that an important point in the code of women's
riglhth, corresponding to the centrality this issue has won in the Western world,
concems violence. I would only like to add that, during my visit the year before the
revolt, I was told in San Cristobal that the Maya women were no longer willing to
gb 'lfo Ulé'hospilal to have their children for fear of being raped - evidently not by the
natives.

L ll5 1t scems clear that these women's elaboration of their rights was not in a

{ rﬁ))ii{icnlland improbable phase, 'after' the movement that was tending towards a

ra L‘hl change in the state of things, but formed an integral part of it. The same
thi 'gl happened in the elaboration of their rights by the Eritrcan women during the
Er 'l'r'can‘ liberation war, and it is repeated in an increasing number of situations.
These facts show how it is invalid to presume a lack of movement in ‘non-advanced
societics because of a supposed observance of tradition.

| ‘ ;fvould also like to underscore that the relationship with nature [14) is for all
a fundamental contribution made by the movements of the native women, yet

|
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elaborations of urban male intellectuals that try to find
: As the Clu_pko movement shows - and numerous other examples are
available from various parts of the planct - the leaders are increasingly wo i
movements that link the maintenance, recovery and reinter re{alic’?e:rm
relationship with nature with a defence of economic subsislrz:ncc arllld”lh:1
conservation of the identity and historical-cultural dignity of lhe
communities/civilisations to which they belong. Sedi ;

In that t_heir primary task is the reproduction of individuals in wage and non-
wage economies, that they are unwaged subjects par excellence in both types of
economy, and that their possibilitics of autonomous subsistence are progressively
undermined in the proceeding of capitalist development, women emerge as the
pn'\'u'leged interpreters for the unwaged of the earth's future. Today, their critique and
their theoretical contribution form a necessary moment in the formulation of a
diﬂ'f:rcnt development, or in any case in reasserting the right not to be developed
against one's own will and interest.

On the other hand, international networking between women scholars and
feminists and women active in various ways and various organisations concerncd
with the women's condition, development and the native peoples have brought an
awareness of these experiences of resistance and struggle, stimulating a closer
attention from Italian women researchers as well. Several of them, internationally
well known, are cited by Cicolclla (1993). One is the Green Belt Movement founded
in 1977 by the Kenyan woman, Wangari Maathai, who starting from the idea of
_‘afforestation for life’, has created green belts around citics in 12 African countrics
where forests had been replaced by open spaces. Then, the Gabriela group in the
Philippines began its activities by safeguarding a mountain precious for its natural
equilibrium and fragile ccosystem. The Third World Network founded by a Chinese
jurist Yoke Ling Chee aims at forms of development that truly respond to people's
real necds and, above all, are independent of aid from the industrial nations. The
Mapuche movement in Chilc led by Alicia Nahelcheo, who was already active
against the Pinochet dictatorship, is today struggling against development projects,
the expropriation of land to build power stations, and the cropping for commercial
purposes of the araucaria tree whose fruit is a basic foodstufT.

But these are only some examples. The forms in which many men and
women increasingly try to guarantce their survival and at the same time fight
against this type of development can be expected to multiply and emerge further. At
!hc same time, there is a growth of increasingly ample initiatives at the
international level [15] designed to contest the legitimacy of, and to halt the
dircctives handed down by, the World Bank and the IMF. At the economic and social
level, these are the key points in the management of contemporary development, as
well as being the major factors in the poverty and degradation of the 'developing'
countrics.

a way to change the world,
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f (' ' 'At the same time, the strong critique and forms of struggle and resistance
against this form of development have produced an increasingly vast and articulated
|debate in which various intcrpretations of what a different development should be
| have emerged. Recent summaries (Gisfredi, 1993) of the major positions stress that
‘, u c ccl‘nlrc of it all is the importance of the environment and the cultural context for
,eJaboraling an autochthonous project. [*] They also stress the significance of
it
categorics of basic needs, rather than those concerning pure physical survival, those
":c'f')bncc’ming security, welfare, identity and liberty as against violence, material
| poverty, alienation and repression which typify the way in which governments rule
’d_évcllbping' countries.
m | Central to approaches such as these remains self-reliance, by mobilising all
! the human and material resources available locally and by using technologies
(::"bmphliblc with the cultural and natural environment. But many other positions
3 c‘"uldibc listed. To the range of approaches of basic needs, self-rcliance, and eco-
i’ development summarised by the Dag Hammerskjold Foundation (1975), others have
| been added because, since then, the debate has developed significantly. The most
Juestioned idea is 'sustainable development' as it emerged from the famous world

f)fmmission for the environment and development chaired by Gro Harlem Bruntland.

pologies which, in order to identify the fundamental goals of development, list as

:lic‘m‘ain criticism is that it confuses development with economic growth and
onfuscs 'everyone's futurc' with the future of the First World.
:‘ In any case, it is clear that any definition of a new approach concemning
development makes sense only in so far as it grasps the demands of those men and
women who have so far paid the heavier price for development while gaining the
Jeast from it. And in so far as it recogniscs the right to reject development in all
situations where people refuse it, as it often happens in many different parts of the
. world. In this sense, Gustavo Esteva said as long as ago as 1985, in his comments
ﬂn a'conference of the Socicty for Intemational Development: "My people are tired
of development, they just want to live." (quoted in Shiva, 1989, p. 13)
(| || Granted the perspective described above, a look at the contribution made by
li}ch"mcnts wanting to approach the question of development from a feminist
vicwﬁoim shows, in my vicw, that thc most interesting approaches include eco-
{eminism, because its starting-point is respect for human lifc and the life of living
1 b'éings in general. Since it appreciates rather than devalues the knowledge and
| h"”pc‘ri"cncc of the women in the nalive communities, eco-feminism also relaunches
1‘ Lm a'f)broach including the relationship with nature as the source of life and
gﬁbsi'slcncc, the right to self-determination, and the rejection of the capitalist model
decvclopmenl.
%“1 ; I think that a cross between this feminism with the more radically anti-
J gi‘\pimlisl feminism which has analyscd the condition and struggles of women and
jlﬁc 'gln\vagcd in this model of development, posing the question of what
iperspectives, may make a very intercsting contribution. In this context, I would like

¥
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1, if only briefly, Vandana Shiva's conception of nature which forms the
dation of her discourse.

She uses a reading of Indian cosmology in which Nature (Prakrti) is an
expression of Sakti, the female principle, dynamic primordial encrgy, the source of
abundance. Joining up with the male principle (Purusa), Prakrti creztes the world,
Women, like any other natural being, have in themselves the female principle an.
therefore, this capacity for creation and the maintcnance of life. According lo'
Vandana Shiva, the reductionist vision typical of Westem science continually expels
the female principle from the management of life, by the same token interrupting
the life cycles and therefore the regeneration of life itself, creating destruction in its
place. The reductionist vision with respect to nature and women ensures that they

are reduced to means for the production of commodities and labour-power.

"Patriarchal categories which understand destruction as 'production’
and regeneration of life as 'passivity' have generated a crisis for survival.
Passivity, an assumed category of the 'nature’ of nature and women,

i denies the activity of nature and life. Fragmentation and uniformity as

! assumed categories of progress and development destroy the living
forces which arise from relationships within the 'web of life' and the
diversity in the elements and patterns of these relationships" (Shiva,
1989, p. 3).

"Feminism as ecology, and ecology as the revival of Prakrti, the
source of all life, become the decentred powers of political and
economic transformation and restructuring” (Shiva, 1989, p- 7).

"Contemporary women's ecological struggles are new attempts to
establish that steadiness and stability are not stagnation, and balance
with nature's essential ecological processes is not technological
backwardness but technological sophistication" (Shiva, 1989, p. 36).

Discourse on land, on water, on nature retumn to us, brought by the native
movements and the knowledge of the native women, almost the most precious of
the riches that ancient civilisations hid and the sccrets that they never revealed.

But with the land, there also retumns to us the immense potential of a human
diversity that has been able to resist and preserve its heritage of civilisation. And
now it gives forceful expression to the will to work its own future autonomously.
The need for a relationship with the earth, for liberty, time, and an escape [rom the
modalitics of labour and the rclations that the capitalist model of devclopment wants
to continue imposing also represents a long thirst for expropriated Western
humanity. Perhaps, precisely the fact of having being heard so widely in the world,
as happened with the Chiapas revolt, gave many their first perception of the real
feasibility of a different life project which they had resignedly relegated to a dream of
impossible flight - a world in which life would not be all work, nor nature an
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féncl'oscd park }n Wl'liCh relationships are prepackaged, pre-codified and fragmented
into atoms. It is evidently because these deep and dolorous chords in expropriated
Western hl.lmzlmly w'erc touched that the whole body of working society vibrated
10gcg1§r‘ with the Chiapas rebels, beating a thousand keys, transmitting, declaring,
su{s'!almng. A thousand arms and a thousand legs were moved, and a thousand voices
heard.

[\ A hinterland of communication and liaison has been constructed with the
growth of the native movements across the Americas and in the world in the last
twenty ycars. Relations, analyses and information have been more closely and more
strongly interwoven, especially recently in opposition to the North America Free
Trade Agreement. And all this has become the primary tissue for communication
between and action by different sectors in the working social body. Workers and
ndﬁlnalivcs, ecological movement militants, women's groups, and human rights
activists have been attracted into a complex support action, helping and monitoring
from various parts of the world. But it is clear that, in the last analysis, what has
moved all these individuals, groups and associations is the fact of having recognised
their own demands in the demands of the native movement; of having seen their
own liberation in the native movement's chances of liberation.

| The natives have brought the keys, and they are on the table. They can open
oﬂllc‘r doors to cnter the Third Millennium. Outside, the full flood has arrived,
breaking the concrete banks and drowning the latest high-yicld variety of rice...The
peasants take out their hundreds of seed varictics, while Aman pushes its stems out
above the water.

Translated by Julian Bees.

[ i Notes

i

[1] Sce /I Manifesto, February 8 1994, but many other newspapers have used the same

imfxgc. The demonstrating workers were led by the Cobas, the rank-and-file committees

created to negotiate on working conditions without passing through the traditional trade-union

6r§':1nisalions. The movement now has a national liaison committee.

| .

[2],';’]’his is the subject of the third part of Midnight Notes Collective (1992).

POk

[3)'In lectures on Capital that I used to give each year, I devoted some comments in 1970 to

lht':‘ fundamental question of the two opposite tendencies characterising the history of the

working day. They were published later (Dalla Costa M., 1978). In my university courses, I

goﬁlinuc‘ illustrating fundamental parts of Capital, especially those concerning primitive

accumulation. Social processes in this period which were neglected by Marx in Capital, e.g.,

,ihc’.‘grcal witch-hunt, have been analysed by the feminist scholars I worked with (Fortunati,

1981; F¢derici and Fortunati, 1984), with the aim of clarifying the capitalist sexual division

of("“dbbu‘r and the construction of prolctarian women's individuality in capitalism. It is no
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. e that 1S period is considered as crucial by various currents of feminist thought.

4] The rerm maledevelopment and its French equivalent maledevelopement were originally

" poined with 2 biological meaning in mind, rather than a political one. The reference to the
idea that the wrong type of development is male-related is clear.

[5] India has about 50 million members of scheduled tribes, recognised as such by the Indian
constitution because of their particularly disadvantaged situation. They are found most
extensively in the states of Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and Maryana and are at most marginally
imegrafefi into the market economy. Their specific social organisation tends to be non-
masculinist and generally speaking egalitarian, with a particularly 'sustainable’ approach to
natural resources. But they are considered as without caste, being despised and exploited as
cheap or unpaid labour when they are forced to join agricultural or industrial units.

Consequently, ‘tribals’ referring to India, has not only a social-anthropological meaning but a
juridical one as well.

[6] "Capital asks no questions about the length of life of labour-power"... “What experience
generally shows to the capitalist is a constant excess of population"... "Aprés moi le
déluge! is the watchword of every capitalist and every capitalist nation" (Marx, 1976, Vol. 1,
p. 376, 380, 381).

[7) In La Repubblica, May 17 1994, an article entitled, "Where have the Sarajevo children
disappeared to?" Wondering where the children evacuated from the Bosnian war have finished
up, the article quoted spine-chilling figures from the humanitarian organisations on
trafficking in children and reported the case of one 14-year-old girl who finished with Italian
go-betweens and managed to escape. Also mentioned is an article in the weekly, Focus.

.[8] The number of children used in the pornography market was referred to with increasing
frequency in the media in 1993-94.

{9] International criminal networks and intemational crime organisations with legal terminals
are growing around the clandestine traffic in organs. In this connection, Italian public
television has broadcast a series of programs on this issue. One of the most interesting, on
March 5 1994 on the second state channel, provided evidence of a relationship between these
organisations and legal terminals in France.

“ [10] It seems worthwhile putting this.question given the incredible figures on slavery
published recently: 200 million in the world, according to Economist of January 6 1990. 100

million are reportedly children, according to Il Manifesto, 8.06.1994, which quotes a Unicel
report published on the previous day.

[11] Il Mattino di Padova, 4.06.1994, publishes an article on the discovery and denunciation
of an organisation that was exploiting women and war cripples from ex-Yugoslavia. In
Mestre, Venice, the former were sent to work as prostitutes, the latter as beggars.

[12] An effective description of the creation of under-development through development is

i|!
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provided for the Port Harcourt area in Nigeria by Silvia Federici (1992).

[13] Since January 1 1994, the day on which the revolt broke out, there has been a continual
flow of information in the press. In Italy, Il Manifesto and other newspapers have reported the
major demands of the rebels and with them the women of Chiapas as they were advanced.

i TZv‘vo articles with very precise information on the demands as a whole and the details of the

ni'obi]isalion are Gomez (1994) and Cleaver (1994). A brief synthesis of the women's rights
in the Women's Revolutionary Law is to be found in Coppo and Pisani (eds. 1994). I must
add that a book not to be missed for knowing the condition of the Maya women, this time in
Guatemala, is Burgos (1991), My name is Rigoberta Menchu.

[14] In any case, it nceds recognising that, in recent years, even if with different approaches,
there has been a growth — internationally — in attempts to link different theoretical
¢laborations with approaches whose focus is the relationship with nature, particularly
Marxism and ecology. The magazine best-known for publishing this type of debate is
Capitalismo. Natura. Socialismo, which is explicitly located in an eco-Marxist perspective.
In this same magazine, a particularly ample discussion has developed around the O'Connor
(1992) theses on the “"second contradiction of capitalism". On the relationship between the
k":fl and ecological issues, see, among others, Ricoveri (1994).

|
| [15] Just to mention two initiatives: the Circle of the Peoples coordinated a wide range of

zﬂssocialions in a counter-summit against the Naples summit of the Group of Seven on July
8210, 1994, and, in the first ten days of October of the same year, a large number of
associations is taking part in a counter-summit in Madrid for the annual assemblies of the
World Bank and the IMF, this year marking the fiftieth anniversary of Bretton Woods and the
international financial organisations created there. For the same event, the League for the
Rights of the Peoples is working at the Lelio Basso Foundation in Rome to produce a
statement on the Bretton Woods institutions to be published when the summit is on in
Madrid, just as was done for the IMF gencral assembly in Berlin in 1988.

[*] Autochthon, from the Greck [ott pl.]] are of the earliest known inhabitants of any country

and/or an animal or plant that is native to a region, Greek meaning “from the earth itself”
[Editor].
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